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Bible study is a duty, but Bible study is also a 
privilege of privileges. The Rabbis say that the world 
was originally created for the Bible and its learners ; 
and that the world is now stayed up by three supports: 
the Bible, worship, and brotherly love. So far the 
Rabbis teach in the direction of our Saviour’s teach- 
ing. It would, indeed, be a pity if any of us were 
denied a share in the study of that Book which tells 
us of our Saviour, which was his delight, and which 
he commended to all his followers. 


More and more prominence is given among Western 
readers to the Oriental structure of the Book of books. 
And the better informed a writer on this phase of 
truth is through his personal observations and his 
critical knowledge, the larger is the gain from his 
contributions to the general stock of biblical Orien- 
talisms. The Rev. Dr. William Wright, of London, 
is peculiarly qualified to speak in this sphere; and 
his article on Oriental Watchers, which is given on 
another page, will be valued by very many, peculiarly 
by those who are most familiar with his work in this 
direction. 


Nothing can be looked at as standing absolutely 
alone. It is the background and the accessories that 
give to the principal objects in a picture their full 





value of line, light, and color. But what is principal 


in one picture may be background or accessory in 
another ; as what is background in one may be prin- 
cipal in another. The principal is largely dependent 
upon the background for its value; but the back- 
ground cannot fairly be said to depend upon the 
principal for its value. And so when God throws us 
into the background, it is not to make us of no effect, 
but rather to give us the opportunity of raising the 
principals to their full value and power in the world’s 
work-picture. 


To have profuse decorations and artistic music is 
one way of celebrating Easter. To be “risen with 
Christ” and have our conversation in heaven is 
another. And the two, it is to be feared, do not 
always go together. Not every one can afford the 
former, because it takes money. But every one may 
enjoy the latter, because it is the free gift of God. 
His grace is sufficient to enable every one who will 
to rise from the death of sin, to roll away the stone of 
selfishness, and to live the eternal life that comes with 
the appropriation of Christ by faith, of his pure and 
forgiving spirit, his spotless integrity, his truthful, 
peaceful, helpful disposition, his self-denial and self- 
sacrifice for the sake of others, his perfect character 
and holy life before God and men. To rise with him 
on to a higher plane of life, leaving the old selfishness 
of the natural man dead and buried forever,—this is 
the truest Easter celebration, full of the most genuine 
Easter joy. 


Wrong-doing ought to be rebuked, and well-doing 
ought to be commended, in this world of good and 
evil; and both rebuke and commendation ought to 
be given in the spirit of the loving Jesus. But how 
much easier it is to commend, than to rebuke, in the 
spirit which Jesus displayed at all times! When our 
hearts are drawn out in loving admiration toward a 
well-doer in his well-doing, it is natural to speak in 
tenderness and in sympathy. But when our hearts 
are moved with hot indignation against the wrong- 
doing of a wrong-doer, it is not natural to distinguish 
sharply between the sin and the sinner, and to be 
severe toward the one without being severe toward 
the other. Therefore it is that in’rebuking:evil, even 
more than in commending good, we have a duty to 
consider carefuily the spirit and manner and words 
in which our Saviour would be likely to give such a 
rebuke if he were here present,.and then to bear our- 
selves in just that way as his representatives. 


Because of the common misuse of a good thing, the 
good thing itself sometimes comes into undeserved 
disfavor ; when, in fact, it ought only to be valued 
more highly and used more discriminatingly, in view 
of its perversions. Praise is one of these good things 
thus misused and therefore undervalued, which ought 
to be recognized as worthy of a foremost place in 
human intercourse, as it is in the intercourse of the 
human with the Divine. Because words of praise are 
a favorite agency of the flatterer and sycophant, and 
because they are desired and sought after by those 
who are vain and weak, many a sincere person is 
reluctant to use them, and many a sturdy and honest 
character shrinks from their acceptance. But fitting 
praise ought to be given freely, and to be welcomed 
gladly, in its time and place. ‘“ Whoso offereth praise 
glorifieth me,” is the Divine estimate of praise. And 





if God himself welcomes the heartfelt praise of his 
creatures, who among the sons of men will say that 
he is above all desire of praise, even though he ought 
to be above its selfish seeking? Says Cicero: “ We 
are all excited by the love of praise, and it is the 
noblest spirits that feel it most.” “Our praises are 
our wages,” says Shakespeare. He who had no desire 
to win the appreciative and intelligent praise of his 
fellows through his best work in his sphere, would 
not only lack one important incentive to well-doing, 
but he would lack an element of power in that work 
itself—as in a sense prosecuted for others). As Young 
says at this point: 
“T grant, the man is vain who writes for praise: 
Praise no man e’er deserved, who sought no more.” 

To praise wisely is a duty. To welcome and to be 
helped by wise praise is no less a duty. He who 
withholds deserved praise from a child, from a ser- 
vant, from a companion, from a teacher or pastor, is 
guilty of a sin of omission, and thereby wrongs both 
himself and the person from whom he withholds that 
which is due. He who refuses to receive as a fitting 
gift any praise of his spirit or of his work which is 
clearly the outgoing of an honest and an undesigning 
heart, is guilty of slighting one of God’s good gifts, 
which ought to be improved by him for his incite- 
ment, for his inspiriting, and for his uplifting. 





THREE STAGES OF MORAL PROGRESS. 


All progress is subject to the law of gradualness 
and partialness. When the various stages through 
which the life has passed are closely studied, it is seen 
that they have had a natural and logical order, and 
that they follow each other in accordance with a strict 
law of organic development. 

There are three stages in all moral and spiritual 
progress which may be clearly traced and distin- 
guished. The first is that in which men find them- 
selves upon the plane of mere law. They live and 
act under a sense of constraint. They recognize the 
authority of the law which bids them do right, and 
feel that it is necessary to obey it. A large part of 
the world’s obedience is of this sort ; and it is so good 
a thing that we might well wish there were more of 
it, however far short it may fall of being the highest 
morality. It involves some activity of the moral 
powers, some quickening of the spiritual faculties, 
even, for men to hear the voice of duty at all, and 
recognize their obligation to obey. If the life of mere 
legality belongs to the lower planes of moral action, 
it is still a life with important moral elements which 
may become the starting-point of a noble progress. 

This stage of moral and religious advancement is 
that in which we find the more primitive peoples and 
the more undeveloped and unspiritual individuals in 
all Christian communities. Such persons bestir them- 
selves to do something religious for fear of the conse- 
quences if they do not. Their motives spring largely 
from fear of penalty. The duty is taken up in a 
kind of desperation, because it is not safe to neglect 
it longer. 

Are not men doing their work in all spheres of life 
all around us every day with just about this spirit? 
How many men go daily to their shops, offices, and 
studies with hardly any motive or inspiration but 
this: This work must be done. It is a good motive, 
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but is far from the highest. Perhaps it is the lowest 
motive which is consistefit with the doing of a man’s 
duty. It is certainly better that we go to our tasks 
in the spirit of the slave who is scourged to his work, 
than not to do life’s duties at all, or than it is to turn 
our energies to activities which thwart, rather than 
promote, the true ends of our being. 

The moral progress of the individual is but an 
example in miniature of the progress of the race. In 
the olden time God laid his commands upon men, 
and proclaimed that he who did the things com- 
manded should live by them. If men could appre- 
hend nothing more in that rude time, they could, at 
least, apprehend a plain command which enjoined 
some things and prohibited others. “Thou shalt” 
and “thou shalt not” came to men enforced by the 
divine authority, and carrying with it the threat of 
penalty for disobedience. If men could appreciate 
the reasons for the Divine requirements, it was well ; 
if they could not, they must still obey; the way of 
obedience is the way of moral discernment and spir- 
itual knowledge. An enforced morality may have 
little virtue in itself, but it is of great value if it 
becomes a basis on which is developed a true obedience. 

When this obedience follows, the second step of prog- 

ress is marked in which the true motives for obedi- 
ence emerge, and the command is seen as a reasonable 
and morally necessary requirement. -When we begin 
to see that God’s service is not an irksome service, but 
that in it, and in it alone, can be found the true joy 
and blessedness of living, religion and all the duties 
of daily life begin to take on new meaning. Noman 
will joyfully and hopefully do his work who feels that 
it is the mere turning of a treadmill, and that it has no 
relation to his existence and usefulness as a man. If 
we cannot connect our tasks—whether we call them 
secular or religious—with some worthy interpretation 
of life, and dignify them by holding them in relation 
to our best development and influence, we cannot 
respect ourselves in the performance of them. 
. The genuine religious spirit elevates all duties by 
lifting them into connection with God and God’s moral 
order. It perceives that the path of obedience and 
service to God is the road to the highest happiness and 
truest well-being of man ; that any life attains its true 
end only in proportion as it rises into harmony with 
God and into sympathy with his requirements. Thus 
the truly religious life is the only reasonable life, be- 
cause it is the life which is under the sway of the high- 
est motives and the loftiest ideals. By the religious 
life is not meant one set of activities which are limited 
to one sphere of duties, but rather the whole life; for 
the popular distinctions of religious and secular are 
superficial and misleading. 

When the true motives of service to God are seen 
and felt, they not only exalt the duties) commonly 
called religious, but they ennoble and dignify the com- 
mon tasks of life by connecting them with the true 
purposes of our existence as determined in God’s moral 
order. God has not made us to serve ourselves and 
the world with the majority of our powers, reserving 
for his service only a petty segment of our life, and 
that the poorest part of it,—our superstitions and our 
fears., All life is to be religious. All activities, plans, 
and employments are to be held under the power of 
the motives which spring from our divinely ordered 
life, and are to be dominated by those principles of 
righteousness and love whose sway gives unity to the 
world, and meaning, dignity, and destiny to our 
existence, 

Only when this stage of progress is reached do we 
really live in the newness of the spirit. The bondage 
of enforced obedience begins to lift, and a joyous 
freedom takes its place when we feel the magic touch 
of new motive and high impulse. We become capable 
of achievements which were impossible to us before. 
The man who applies his hand or his mind to his 
work iu the consciousness that this work stands for 
something; that it represents the sphere in which 
God has appointed him to work out the problem of 
life and to attain the right significance of his being, 
—has open to him a wholly new world of possibilities 





as compared with the man who knows only the ser- 
vile spirit. Worthy motives and principles organize 
the various interests and activities of life, and give 
them point and purpose, 

The continued operation of the true motives of 
obedience and service brings the life at length to the 
third step of moral progress, in which the outer law, 
with its binding obligations, becomes an inner -pgin- 
ciple, no longer constraining to obedience, but lead- 
ing to the spontaneous life of duty-doing. Here alone 
is found the full freedom which, the truth gives. 
When the requirements of duty become one with the 
impulses of action, then there is no longer a conflict 
within the soul. The heart’s “I will” rises to meet 
the “Thou shalt” of moral requirement, and both 
become one in the thought and desire of the doer. 
This isan ideal which is probably never perfectly 
attained in this life; but it is one which may be pro- 
gressively realized, and in which we often see those 
who are well advanced. Its only perfect illustration 
is the life of Jesus. With all that duty required, his 
heart was in full and spontaneous sympathy. This 
did not eliminate hardship and suffering from his life, 
but it gave him strength and comfort in the bitter 
experiences through which he passed. | 

The same comfort and strength may be ours in 
ever-increasing measure. Faithfulness to duty begets 
love to duty. Thus duty is transformed into privilege, 
and “we serve in newness of the spirit, and not in 
oldness of the letter.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Ordinarily this column is occupied with Notes on Open 
Letters, but now and then it finds a place for an Open 
Letter on Notes. An exception of this sort seems fitting 
in the case of the following letter from a New England 
clergyman, who has been heard from in these pages on 
former occasions. The letter, prompted by a recent Edi- 
torial Note on the gain of wise forgetfulness, speaks for 
itself, and needs no comment: 

I wonder if your little “ Notes” are written to others as often 
as they are tome? ButI presume many would like to learn 
“a sure method of wise forgetting ” as of remembering. It was 
only Sunday that I heard words, if not of “ unkindness,” yet of 
thoughtlessness, which kept me awake like a toothache, but 
unlike that which is forgotten when the cause of it is out, the 
ache remains after the tooth of the event is gone. But, as 
George Eliot says,—an idea which contains more philosophy than 
many realize,—“ It is not the things of life which trouble us as 
the thoughts about them.” Is there any better way to forget 
than by “the expulsive power of a new affection”? “I will 
give them something else to think of,” said the stage-driver, 
when he applied the whip to his horses when they seemed 
determined to turn aside from the way they should go. Why 
not use more the whip of the will to turn the thoughts to other 
things and other persons, when lingering around experiences of 
pain which have such a strange fascination to hold the memory, 
but which as facts and events are gone forever ? 


When we are in doubt about the meaning of a passage 
of Scripture, it would be well for us first to be sure 
what that passage is ; and then to see what light is thrown 
on its meaning by similar passages in other parts of the 
Bible. This mode of study would have helped an Ohio 
reader to obtain light on a passage about which she 
inquires, as follows: 

Some one has presumed that Jesus intended to make an apos- 
tle of the rich young ruler, as only to those whom he made his 
apostles did he say, “Come and follow me.” Please give your 
opinion as to that in Notes on Open Letters, if there is not 
enough that is more important to fill that space. 

Is it true that Jesus employed the precise words, ‘Come 
and follow me,” in any instance of his calling one to be 
an apostle? In calling Philip (John 1: 43) and Peter 
and Andrew (Matt. 4:19) and Matthew (Matt.9:9; 
Mark 2: 14; Luke 5: 27), he said “ Follow me.” Inno 
one of these instances did he say “Come.” But he did 
invite to follow him many who were obviously not called 
to be his apostles. “ Comeunto me, all yethat labor and 
are heavy laden,” he said (Matt. 11: 28); and that in- 
cludes everybody who has anything to do or anything 
to bear. Again“his word is, “If any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and 
follow me” (Matt. 16:24; Mark 8:84; Luke 9: 238). 
Yet again, “If any man serve me, let him follow me” 
(John 12: 26). Hence it is that we have no right to 
suppose that the word of Jesus to this young ruler was 
merely a word to a candidate for the apostleship. Its 
requirement of unconditional submission and consecra- 
tion of ourselves and our possessions, and of undeviating 
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discipleship, are the requirements which are binding on 
every one of us for now and for always. 


There are two ways of giving peculiar prominence to 
set days and particular seasons because of the special sanc- 
tity claimed for them. On the one hand, that prominence 
is given by insisting that all persons ought to recognize 
the correctness of the claim in behalf of those days; and, 
on the other hand, it is shown by insisting that no one 
ought to make such a claim for those days, Both sides 
of this question are taken by readers of The Sunday 
School Times, while The Sunday School Times itself 
allows liberty in either direction, and is bound in neither 
direction. Just now there comes in quite a series of let- 
ters on this subject in its various phases, from correspon- 
dents near and far. For example, a Mississippi reader 
writes vigorously : . 

In the questions on the lesson for March 11 (in your issue of 
February 25) Mr. Eugene'Tappan asks, “ What was Jesus’ pur- 
pose in thus spending Palm Sunday?” and also he makes the 
superintendent ask, “ What is the name of the Sunday in the 
lesson?” I am perfectly willing for every one to have his own 
views on all questions, arfd to teach them on all proper occa- 
sions; but I protest against the teaching of “church days” in 
a paper which is undenominational. Some of the readers of 
your valuable paper, this writer among them, have no more 
respect for Palm Sunday than for any other Sunday, simply 
because we do not accept the church days as of any value. It 
seems to me that this teaching is out of place in your paper. 

Before we answer this Mississippi correspondent, we 
will give place to an implied protest against Ais calling 
the first day of the week “Sunday,” “in a paper which 
is undenominational,” as that protest appears in a letter 
from Florida, bearing the same date as the Mississippi 


correspondent’s protest against the name “ Palm Sun- 
day.” Thus: 


Is there any good reason why the word Sabbath should be sup- 


planted by the word Sunday? Is not the first [name] with its 
hallowed, “mellowing” influence more becoming the use of 
Christians than the heathen word Sunday? Is not Sabbath, 
strictly speaking, a religious name, and Sunday a secular one? 
and if so, why go to church and “ preaching” on Sunday? 
Why The Sunday School Times? Is it not more than an ordinary 
day of the week? An answer through Notes on Open Letters 
would be much prized by one who feels that the The Sunday 
School Times has already been a means of giving him aclearer, 
higher, and holier view of spiritual things, 

And while these protests from the sunny South are 
waiting an answer, let a zealous correspondent from the 
province of New Brunswick, Canada, be heard against 
the Florida reader’s suggestion that the first day of the 
week should be called “Sabbath.” Here it is: 

I could wish new subscribers and renewals to your paper by 
the myriad, if you. only recognized as the Sabbath the day 
which the Lord has appointed. True, you deserve credit for 
refusing to call your paper ‘ The Sabbath School Times ;” but 
while you know (or ought to know) that the united testimony 
of chronology, astronomy, history, and philology is corrobora- 
tive of the inspired declaration, “The seventh day is the Sab- 
bath of the Lord thy God,” why do you persist in publishing, 
from week to week, a calendar representing Monday as the first 
day of the week and Sunday as the seventh? If you choose to 
postpone your answer to the judgment day, perhaps the Judge 
may require it then. 

Meanwhile a correspondent from Turkey in Asia is 
entitled to his word of protest against the calling of the 
twenty-fifth day of December “Christmas.” He says: 

Please answer in your Notes on Open Letters, Have people 
any ground, or is it right, to observe Christmas.as a. religious 
day? Was not the birthday of the Saviour wisely made uncer- 
tain by God for the same reason for which the burial-place of 
Moses and of Christ, and [the site] of Calvary remain unknown, 
to keep them from the tendency of human nature to materialize 
spiritual things, and to make them objects of idolatry ? 

These letters have been received’ from these widely 
different quarters within a few days of each other, and 
they are a fair illustration of the general correspondence 
on the subjeot. It would seem from them that the first 
day of the week ought to be called Sabbath, and it 
oughtn’t to be called Sabbath ; that it ought to be called 
Sunday, and it oughtn’t to be called Sunday; that the 
first day of the week which immediately precedes that 
first day of the week which is, and which isn’t, properly 
called “Easter,” is called ‘Palm Sunday,” and it oughtn’t 
to be called so. And the Editor who allows the one 
thing or the other thing is in danger of “ the judgment,” 
and of “‘the council,” and even of “the hell of fire.” 
These would seem to be pretty High Church doctrines 
concerning the names of days; but as the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times is not personally bigoted on points 
of this sort, he allows his correspondents, and the readers 
of his paper generally, to call any day of the year by any 
designation which seems appropriate to that day in the 
opinion of that particular believer. In this special case, 
Mr. Eugene Tappan is a New England Congregation- 
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alist, of that old Puritan stock which was never suspected 

of being fanatically devoted to “church days” as such. 
If his questions, in their present form, don’t suit the 
Mississippi correspondent’s taste, they can be changed 
by the latter, or they can be wholly rejected by him. 
As to the right or wrong of observing ‘“ Christmas,” (if, 
indeed, that designation may be permitted “in a paper 
which is undenominational,”) while there is no Bible 
commandment in favor of such an observance, there 
seems to be none which forbids it; and he who believes 
that there would be a gain to Christianity by the abolition 
of “ Christmas” with its tender associations and with its 
lessons of love, must have a different sphere of observa- 
tion from that of the Editor of The Sunday School Times. 
And now, as a conclusion of this whole matter, another 
letter, from an Asiatic correspondent who wrote some- 
what earlier than the correspondents above named, may 
fittingly be cited : 

Who art thou that judgest the servant of another? to his own 
lord he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be made to stand; 
for the Lord hath power to make him stand. One man esteem- 
eth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. 
Let each be fully assured in his own mind. He that regardeth 
the day, regardeth it unto the Lord. 








EASTER. 
BY SUSAN COOLIDGE. 


Christ has risen :—else in vain ~ 
AM the sunshine, all the rain, 

All the warmth and quickening, 
And renewal of the spring. 

Vain they were to charm our eyes, 
Greening earth and gracious skies, 
Growth and beauty, bud or bloom, 
If within their fast-sealed tomb 
All our dearer dead must dwell, 
Sharing not the miracle. 


Crocus tips in shining row, 
Welcome, for your sign we know. 
Every bud on every bough 

Has its message for us now, 

Since the Lord on Easter Day 
Burst the bonds of prisoning clay, 
All the springtime has a voice, 
Every heart may dare rejoice, 
Every grave, no more a prison, 
Join the chorus, “ Christ is risen! ” 





ORIENTAL WATCHERS. 


BY WILLIAM WRIGHT, D.D., F.R.G.S., 
SECRETARY OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The common customs of the Holy Land formed the 
natural texture of our Lord’s teaching, and the ordinary 
facts of the natural world were elevated by him into types 
of the spiritual, When he called his disciples to the duty 
of watching, he merely enjoined in the Christian life 
what all were familiar with in the common life of every 
day. Now, as the common customs and ordinary facts of 
modern life in Palestine are mirrors, as well as survivals 
of Bible times, I have taken the following sketches from 
actual experience, in the hope that they will serve to 
render more vivid the natural features of our Lord’s 
teachings, as well as the divine significance of what he 
taught. The words have their roots in the earth, but the 
thoughts lift the soul to God. Through the nouns and 
verbs of the Bible we see the face of him who is the 
Alphaand the Omega; and in the land where he taught, we 
see pictures of divine things wherever we turn our eyes. 

“Watchman, what of the night?” These words rang 
out into the silent darkness from an overhanging window 
of my house in “ the street called Straight,” of Damascus, 
From a bundle of rags at the other side of the street a 
coiled figure raising itself on its elbow responded: “ The 
night has passed, and the dawn cometh quickly.” The 
voice that broke the silence was that of Simaan, my ser- 
vant, who, knowing that we had a long journey before 
us, wished to have everything ready for an early start. 
The responding figure was the watchman of the street, 
who, when the little shops are closed, guards them for 
the night, and when strangers pass announces their 
approach to the next watcher. Of such a watcher spake 
Isaiah (Isa, 56: 10): ‘His watchmen are blind, ... 
sleeping, lying down, loving toslumber.” Soon after the 
two voices had broken the silence, my court became 
babel. Muleteers and camel-drivers were screaming 
loudly, contending with each other as to who should have 
the lightest burdens, According to the Arab proverb, 
“Angry voices rend no garments;” and so the tumult 
subsided, and we passed out of the court and marched 
down the “ street called Straight” in single file, with all 
our baggage neatly packed on the backs of our animals, 





The great city was still as death. No street lamps 


flickered on our path, and we stumbled forward through 
the unpaved way, over heaps of rubbish, and sleeping 
dogs, which yelped and snarled at us. The first voice 
that sounded on our ears after we left the house was 
“Hallo, watchman!” We had reached one of the city 
gates, which are closed and guarded at night. The 
watchman, a little old blind man, suddenly sprang up out 
of a dark corner, and with a simple utterance, “ O Allah!” 
fumbled with his wooden key at the lock, and, swinging 
back the door, bade us go in peace. A few small cop- 
pers were dropped into the hand of the blind watchman, 
to which he responded, “ We thank Allah.” Each of the 
many city gates isso guarded. The office of watchman 
is given, generally, to the blind, as an endowment for life, 
and only those who have a reputation for sanctity as good 
Moslems are elegible for the office. At sunset they be- 
take themselves to the gates. During the night they 
huddle in dusty corners, squatting on little mats, with a 
little pan of charcoal burning near them when the weather 
iscold. But during the nights, whether long or short, 
through heat, rain, or snow, they are never absent from 
the gates. They are survivals of times when danger was 





abroad, and when the watchmen at the gates occupied posi- 
tions of enormous responsibility. The men who now guard 
the gates are living on the vested interests of other days. 

We had still another gate to pass with the same for- 
malities, and at last we found ourselves beyond the 
walls of the city. Here we were able to verify the clos- 
ing words of the Apocalypse, ‘Without are dogs.” 
Hundreds of these creatures were wrangling over the 
carcasses of animals that had been dragged forth from 
the city. 

For the next hour or so our path lay through the gar- 
dens of Damascus, in which all the trees of the forest 
and the field commingled and blended their many shades 
as the sun touched into amethyst and gold the lofty sum- 
mit of Hermon, and tinged with roseate hues the snowy 
shoulders of the great mountain. The sun, though 
glowing on the highest peaks, had not yet reached the 
plain, and dark shadows still continued to lie upon our 
path. Behind, from the city, we could hear the shrill 
muezzin cry as the watchers from the minarets of the 
mosques called the faithful to prayer, when they saw 
the first rays of the sun kiss the top of Hermon. 

At such an hour there is something weird and almost 
uncanny in the sight of a long cavalcade passing swiftly 
and noiselessly as a shadow. The dusty, unmetaled road 
does not ring to the iron hoof of the horse or the mule, 
and the soft-cushioned camels’ feet fall perfectly noiseless 
on the roadway. 

We were brought back suddenly to realities by a bark- 
ing-like exclamation from a watcher perched almost 
overhead, on the outskirts of the gardens. Some of my 
Druse muleteers had strayed into a cultivated plot of 
ground, and were laying up stores for the day of grapes, 
cucumbers, and melons, and other such fruits and vege- 
tables as they could find ripe and ready to hand. The 
watchman was elevated in a little booth, where a few 
poles had been laid across on the branches of an olive- 
tree, so as to form a platform ten or twelve feet from the 
ground; and from this lofty perch he guarded his ripen- 
ing fruit night and day. This was “the lodge in a gar- 
den of cucumbers.” 

Such booths, in the autumn and summer months, are 
pretty and airy enough, green boughs sheltering the 
inmate from the fierce heat of the sun by day and from 
the dews by night. But in the winter time, when it has 
served its purpose and is abandoned, the “lodge in the gar- 
den of cucumbers” becomes a very picture of desolation. 

The Arabs seldom object to the passer plucking a little 
of their fruit and eating it as he proceeds; but my mule- 
teers had exceeded all laws of hospitality, and the watch- 
man was hurling forth fierce and burning words from his 
rich vocabulary of malediction. Such epithets as “sons 
of a dog” were followed by a regular liturgy of impreca- 
tions on the father, grandfather, great-grandfather, and 
ancestors of the pilferers to the remotest generation. 
The Druses, who are courageous and hot-blooded, stung 
by some of the predicates that flew about their ears, 
turned on the watchman; but other watchers, in other 
gardens, awoke to the fray, and seeing “eye to eye” 
with the man who was giving voluble expression to his 
wrongs, prepared to aid him in any conflict that might 
ensue. The incident ended by my paying a small sum 
for the things that were stolen. Peace reigned, and the 
watchman, comforted and calmed, bade us go in peace, 
and returned to his aerie among the leaves. Our path 
now lay through what is called the’ desert. The bare, 
barren, chocolate-colored ridges of “ Lebanon towards 
the sun-rising ” lay on our right. Behind, and on our 
left, stretched the green and well-watered plain of 


work of desert, extended as far as the rivers extended, 
and held the desert at bay. 

We passed many villages and towns and ruins during 
that and the following day. The villages were generally 
walled, and as we approached them we saw the watchers 
going up “to the roof over the gate” (2 Sam. 18 : 24), 
and closely scanning us from a distance. “The plan 
of campaign” was in full force in all those townlets; and 
it was only when the people became assured that we 
were not Turkish tax-gatherers that we were admitted 
freely to the hospitality of the “‘ guest-chambers” (Cant. 
5:7). Day by day we had abundant opportunity to 
observe the watchful care of shepherds,—care in the 
morning to lead the flock to safe pasturage; care during 
the heat of the day to conduct them to shade and water; 
care to bring back the wayward wanderers and the silly 
strayers, and gentle consideration and help for the weak 
and the weary; care at night to enfold them in enclosures 
of stone walls, or in the village folds; and care at all 
times to protect them from wild beasts and robbers. 

When we pitched our own tents for the night, we had 
to become watchers ourselves. Encamped with an Aus- 
tralian student one night at the entrance of one of the 
cities of refuge, I kept watch for the first part of the 
night, and towards morning my companion awoke, and 
took my place. 

I had scarcely fallen asleep when my companion 
awakened me with a shout that the robbers were upon us, 
We both darted out of the tent with our breech-loaders, in 
time to find the thieves rushing off with our horses. 

My beautiful blood mare, the fleetest in the desert, and 
the envy of all, was already thirty or forty yards from me. 
In the clear magnlight, I shouted that I would shoot the 
thief if he moved a step farther. At that moment, the 
halter by which he was dragging my mare after him 
slipped from off her head, and I was saved from the 
memory of spilling blood at the gntrance of one of the 
cities of refuge. 

In addition to the experience of watching, we had a 
most vivid picture of the fugitive escaping to the city of 
refuge, and the avenger at his heels. 

Late on the evening of the second day we pitched our 
tent on the eastern rim of the Lejah, in the town of 
Khubab. On the following morning I was out early to 
explore the place, and to secure a supply of partridge for 
the day. Looking out eastward over the great lava bed 
which forms the Lejah, there appeared to be before me 
in the dim twilight an ocean which in a violent state of 
agitation had stiffened into black cinder. As the sun 
rose, the scene was transformed into what seemed a living 
ocean. The light playing on the ridges of lava looked 
like the foam crests of great waves, and the parts still in 
shadow appeared as the sweltering furrows of the sea 
lashed into fury. I was struck by the appearance of 
dark round towers which stood up high above the waves 
of the storm-swept sea. From where I stood, I was able 
to count fourteen. When the sun rose higher, the Lejah 
assumed its usual appearance; and then I was able to 
see more clearly that a great many towers and ruins of 
towers were scattered all around. 

One of these towers of which I took photographs and 
made plans was about forty feet high and sixty-eight feet 
in circumference, The wall was four feet thick, and the 
entrance five and a half feet high. A spiral staircase, 
the stones of which projected from the wall, rose to a 
stone loft, about fourteen feet from the ground, which 
stood on a central column of cylindrical stones. 

As I wandered up and down the Lejah I saw many 
such towers in different stages of preservation; and after 
a careful study I came to the conclusion, which, I am 
happy to say, has been endorsed by Dr. Merrill, that the 
curious structures were watch-towers, 

Just as in the plain of Damascus, wherever there is 
any crop to guard, four poles are placed in the ground, 
and support a watchman’s booth twelve or fourteen feet 
from the ground; so in the timberless Lejah these stone 
towers were erected hard by wells to serve as watch- 
towers, from which the owners might protect their grow- 
ing crops. They could also, no doubt, be used as watch- 
towers in case of danger; and some of them were doubtless 
used as beacon towers, from which to give the alarm of 
approaching danger. 

Some of the towers are lofty and well-built structures, 
some are of hewn stone, and some consist of only a few 
rough boulders heaped up together in the corners of lit- 
tle gardens. All are deserted and desolate now, but they 
were once tenanted and centres of human interest. 

The key to the secret of these towers I found in Mat- 


holder who planted a vineyard, and digged a winepress 
and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen. Such 





Damascus, which, like a picture set in its rigid frame- 


towers were before the mind of Isaiah when he wrote 


thew 21 : 33, where our blessed Lord speaks of the house- _ 
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the words in Isaiah 5: 2; and some of the towers now 
standing in the Lejah may have been standing there in 
the time of the prophet. 

Such towers were well known to all who had heard 
the Saviour’s words. And when he called the people to 
watch, he merely lifted a common incident of daily life 
into a sacred spiritual duty. The shepherd, leaning on 
his crook, knew how he had watched his flock, The 
husbandman, on his way to his ripening fields, knew how 
he had watched his vineyards and cornfields. The sol- 
dier, who stood on the outskirts of the crowd, knew how 
he-had watched against surprise and danger. The gate- 
keepers and sentinels, who had strolled out of the town 
to hear the words of the new teacher, knew how they had 
watched the gates and shops when the city was bathed in 
slumber. The lonely, the sorrowful, the suffering, knew 
how they had watched for the rosy light to touch the 
hills of Bashan. Wherever there was danger, or antici- 
pation, or necessity for forethought, all were watchers, 
and our blessed Lord takes the common and familiar cus- 
tom known to all, and he transforms it into the sacred and 
abiding duty of all. 

London, England. 


PASSION WEEK AT SAN REMO. 
BY JULIA ROBERTSON, 





Passion Week is always a busy time with the “ faithful” 
of San Remo. Ceremony succeeds ceremony, each of 
which is full of interest toan observant mind. Forsome 
days previous the market-place was more than usually 
thronged with people, all eagerly buying palm-branches 
for the religious services of the coming ®unday. These 
branches, long and slender, are plaited and woven into 
the most tasteful and graceful shapes. They are the 
young shoots of the date-palm, which is cultivated 
largely for the purpos at several places along this coast. 
These trees are very beautiful, even though they seem 
sinall and stunted compared to those of Egypt, which 
often stand in majestic stateliness a hundred feet high. 
Here they are “cabin’d, cribb’d, confin’d,” for part 
of the year, with their leaves tightly bound up, mak- 
ing them look like gigantic lettuces. This is done in 
order that the young shoots may remain white and lissom, 
so that they may be easily twisted and plaited into the 
varied shapes that fancy and fashion mayinspire. After 
having been blessed on Palm Sunday they are fastened 
up over the bed, or under the picture of the Madonna or 
patron saint, and carefully preserved during the whole 
year, being considered a protective charm by their owners. 
Then when Shrove-Tuesday comes round (the last day 
before Lent, and celebrated throughout England by the 
consumption of unlimited pancakes), they are carried 
back to the church, where the priest receives and burns 
them, preserving the ashes for use in the penitential ser- 
vices of next day, Ash-Wednesday. 

At an early hour on Palm Sunday morning we started 
off to witness the Roman Catholic service in San Siro, the 
cathedral of San Remo. As we entered, from the sun-lit 
piazza we could distinguish little through the dim aisles 
but a confused mass of moving color, just where the sun 
shot down a few rays into the enclosure of the chancel. 
In front of the high altar the sunbeams danced to and fro 
on a waving mass of foliage,—on pale green and yellow 
palms, on purple-berried boughs of olive, on long sprays 
and garlands of pure white Italian may, and on branches 
of the tufted waxen flowers of the “false lemon” tree. 
These were held in the hands of a hundred or more chil- 
dren of all ages, who crowded up to the marble rails of the 
altar, each trying to be nearest, so as to get most of the 
“blessing ” that would presently be given by the “ pre- 
vosto” or head priest. 

The gloom in the rest of the building was heightened by 
the altars, crucifixes, pictures, and even the tall columns, 
right up to their capitals, being draped in black for the ser- 
vices of Passion Week. The body of the church was filled 
to overflowing with the picturesque population of the old 
town, each one holding a green bough, even the babies in 
arms having a few twigs tucked into their chubby fists. 

We worked our way through the people, and, by the 
help of a pale-faced, dark-eyed young workman, got in 
front ofa large column, whence we could survey the whole 
scene. The service was about to begin as we entered, and 


now from the door of the sacristy filed in eight or ten | 





where we stood closely packed in the crowd, so that we 
could more easily than the priests forgive the limbs that 
shifted and the little arms that ached from holding up so 
long this modern Birnam wood. 

Whilst the “parroco” (the prevosto) and attendant 
priests chanted their loudest in the rough and grating 
unmusical notes that go to make up the Riviera Italian 
church music, a bell clanged, and to asmall side altarnear 
us came a tall young priest and an old grey-headed man 
as acolyte. They prepared to say mass all to themselves, 
sometimes in whispers, sometimes their voices rising and 
mixing confusedly with those at the high altar; but they 
might have been invisible spirits for all the attention they 
got from the people. 

As the service proceeded, some one or another would 
make his way through the crowd of worshipers, and hand 
to the priests a handsome palm-branch, to be deposited 
upon the altar. At length, to the tinkle of a bell, a hush 
fell throughout the church, and amid a cloud of incense 
the prevosto gave a solemn blessing to the palms. Then 
having handed a palm from the altar to each of the 
priests, he threaded his way, followed by acolytes, palm- 
bearing children, banners, and golden cross, through the 
crowds of kneeling people, and disappeared through a 
side door that opened into the street. Anxiousto see all, 
we followed, and found them on the piazza, grouped 
round the main entrance of the cathedral, which was 
closely shut. Here they seemed to be entreating admit- 
tance. Again and again rose their chant, which was 
each time responded to by voices within, the sound of 
whose singing came to us in muffled tones through the 
massive doors. A little crowd of passers-by gathered 
round to watch, for the most part reverentially kneeling 
down on the rough stones of the roadway, or standing 
with uncovered heads. 

At length the parroco raised his hand, and the bearer 
of the brazen crucifix smote with its foot the doors, which 
were instantly thrown wide open. Then, with an out- 
break of song, the procession once more entered the 
church, the children crying “ Hosanna!” as they went. 
This part of the ceremony represented the triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. We watched for a moment the 
moving figures, the waving boughs, the flickering lights, 
and the gleams of rich color; and then the great portals 
swung to, and shut us out, leaving us with the feeling 
that we had been for a time transported back into the 
middle ages. r 

On Maundy Thursday the centre of interest is trans- 
ferred from the cathedral to the church of the old Capu- 
chin monastery. As we passed by it in the evening, we 
were attracted by the sight of a number of men leaving 
the church in procession, attired in white robes and pur- 
pleand gold tippets, bearing banners and curious Oriental- 
looking lanterns that swung from the end of colored poles. 
We entered the church, and found it plunged in dark- 
ness, all except one corner, where from the gloom shone 
out the light of a hundred tapers. High raised above an 
altar was a life-sized waxen figure representing the dead 
Christ, and behind him the mother with her hands raised 
to heaven. Below, on altar-step and marble floor, were 
aranged countless pots of lovely flowers; and bouquets 
and garlands, baskets and wreaths, covered every avail- 
able space. Four figures in real old armor, with spears 
and swords, stood round the altar, as if guarding the 
holy sepulchre. The whole was enclosed by long 
benches, on which knelt men and women, with heads 
bent and rosaries in hands. The waxen tears of the 
Madonna were evidently very real to many of them, 
judging by the sympathetic faces and by the murmured 
“povrettas”’ that reached our ears. But more than grief 
and sympathy was demanded of those who went to adore 
at the sepulchre; for hard by at a table sat an old, gray- 
bearded monk with a large bronze dish before him, on 
which he tapped suggestively with a two-soldi bit. 

At sunrise on this day all the bells of the churches 
are put into mourning, and not a sound of ringing, either 
of Campanile chime or of tinkling mass-bell, is heard 
for three days. But this does not mean that unusual 
silence reigns throughout the streets. Far from it; for 
the town is given over into the hands of the boys, who 
turn it into a veritable pandemonium. Huge wooden 
rattles made of two boards and a cog-wheel are used; and 
the harsh, grating sound of their whirling never ceases 
as the boys scamper about from morning to night. In 


priests, surrounded by acolytes with banners, censers, and | the churches, too, at certain parts of the services, they 
tapers. The “ prevosto” and the “ canonicos,” in their | are allowed, with sticks and boards, to clatter and bang the 


white robes and rich scarlet capes, ascended to the altar, | 
whilst the other priests ranged themselves on either hand, | 
or stood by the marble rail, trying to keep order among | 
the children, whose patience was becoming exhausted by 


long waiting. 


seats with all the energy that lives in their untiring arms. 
They are supposed to be beating the traitor Judas. 

On Saturday, the flower-covered sepulchre in the 
Capuchin church gave place to two enormous wooden 


The boughs and branches and flowers | receptacles for water, like gigantic washing-tubs, three 


shook and waved, setting a current of air moving towards | yards in diameter. These had been filled at early morn 





with water, which thereupon had been specially blessed, 
turning it into holy water for use during the rest of the 
year. When we approached the tubs they were sur- 
rounded by people pressing round to get some of the 
water to preserve in their own homes, many ailments 
being supposed to be curable by a drop or two as a 
lotion. Every kind of vessel was put into requisition, from 
old medicine bottles to handsome brazen jars of Pompeian 
shape. To please our Italian servant we too carried 
away some of the freshly blessed “‘ holy water,” which we 
emptied. into the shell at the foot of a little: carved 
wooden cross, intended for the purpose, which hung 
securely fastened against our wall. Shortly after, to our 
surprise, we found the shell completely empty. : Our ser- 
vant, however, explained it at once, “EZ miracolo! L’acqua 
santa non ha voluta restare cot eretici,”—“A miracle! The 
holy water would not stay with heretics;” and of this 
she was convinced, not believing the cause that we dis+ 
covered, The shell was only glued to the rest of the 
wood, and the water had un-stuck just the part it touched, 
and no more, It had thereupon quietly run away, and 
the glue had dried again, re-fastening the shell, leaving 
the whole cross complete. No wonder our mountain- 
bred maid was mystified. 

But Passion Week is over, and the black mourning 
draperies, the penitential services and tongue-tied 
church-bells have given place to scarlet and golden 
hangings, to psalms and litanies of praise, and to joyful 
peals of bells from each of the thirty steeples of San 
Remo, on happy Easter morn. 

San Remo, Italy. 





EASTER BLOSSOMS. 
BY G. H. LANMAN. 


Grant, gracious Christ, that in each heart 
Some flower may bloom to-day— 
A gentle word, a thoughtful act 
Or kindly way; 
These are the flowers that thou dost love, 
Whose fragrance pleaseth thee— 
Such flowers the Lord transplants above, 
To bloom eternally! 





LAST EASTER IN LONDON. 
BY M. M..G. DANA, D.D. 


Unless one has spent this festival day in the British 
capital, there can be but a slight appreciation of how 
generally and impressively it is observed. In fact, dur 
ing the so-called “ Easter holidays,” reaching from Good 
Friday to Easter Monday, almost all business is sus- 
pended. The streets are even more densely crowded 
than usual, and everybody secures an “outing” of some 
sort. Good Friday’s services are not of a uniform char- 
acter; for while in most mingles a minor strain, in others 
there is an effort to make the musical features predomi- 
nant. Still, we found the principal churches of every 
name thronged, and the great facts commemorated were 
emphasized by the various preachers. Saturday follow- 
ing, though not a legal holiday, finds a reduced working 
force in nearly all departments of industry; and it was 
evident that the day was practically given up to pleas- 
uring. Easter Sunday was ushered in by the chiming 
bells, which from many a church spire and cathedral 
tower began at daybreak to peal forth the glad message 
of the day. Last year it was even for London an ideal 
day, weatherwise. A bright sky, flecked here and there 
with passing clouds, made the grimy city wear an almost 
winsome look. The attractive services drew to the 
churches their largest audiences, and the inspiring theme 
awakened in all hearts a grateful response. 

“ Christ is risen,” was on every tongue; and he must 
have been dull indeed who did not share in the exultant 
thoughts Easter always brings. We were not a little 
embarrassed in making choice of where to attend church. 
Pulpit celebrities, always abundant in London, are even 
more so on this great festival Sunday. One wishes he 
could be in several places at once; for with Dr. Vaughn 
in the Temple Church, with its rich musical service, 
Canon Liddon in St. Paul’s, Mr. Spurgeon in his huge 
Tabernacle, Dr. Parker in City Temple, not to mention 
other notable preachers, where to go and whom to hear is 
a perplexing question. For special reasons, the ancient 
parish church of St. Margaret’s, adjoining Westminster 
Abbey, dating back to Edward I., with Canon Farrar in 
its pulpit, was our choice. The venerable fane, though 


repaired and beautified from time to time, still wears the 
signs of age and decay; and on this occasion was insuf- 
ficient to accommodate the crowds that thronged hither 
to worship. The service was severely plain, the singing 
entirely choral, and without anything unusual because 
of the day. Canon Farrar is deservedly popular, A 
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representative of the same wing in the Anglican Church 
to which the lamented Dean Stanley belonged, he per- 
haps more nearly than any one else takes his place. His 
sermon, founded on the words, “ And they found the 
stone rolled away from the door of the sepulchre,” was 
one of his best,—in thought, strong and striking ; in feel- 
ing, tender and triumphant; while his animated delivery 
and brilliant rhetoric contributed to its charm and power. 
Rarely have I listened to an Easter sermon that so com- 
pletely met the requirements of the occasion, or seemed 
to fill with gladdest hopes the hearts of the great con- 
gregation. 

It was a treat to see and hear the man who by his 
“Life of Christ” has become so gratefully known 
wherever the English tongue isspoken. The representa- 
tive of what is called in theological parlance “ the larger 
hope,” he is yet no polemic, but an impassioned preacher 
of the deeper truths’ of the gospel, and one who in his 
pulpit ministrations comforts and cheers many burdened 
hearts. In the afternoon a visit to Edinboro’ Castle, the 
great mission hall of Dr. Barnardo, enabled us to see one 
phase of the multiform work this devoted man is carry- 
ing on in the midst and for the benefit of London’s poor. 

It is a large and sightly building, seating about three 
thousand; and the best of it is, it supplants a once notori- 
ous “gin-mill” and place of low resort. It chronicles 
that renaissance which in England’s metropolis marks 
the progress of applied Christianity. The mission work- 
ers here do not simply aim to destroy and remove what 
is bad, but to replace with Christian institutions ; and it 
was a maxim of Napoleon’s “that to replace is to con- 
quer.” So here, where once congregated the patrons and 
victims of vice, come thrice every Sunday, and on every 
evening of the week, audiences numbered by thousands, 
to attend Sunday-school, evangelistic services, temper- 
ance meetings, and the like. It is the stronghold of the 
gospel, wherein workers are trained for aggressive Chris- 
tian service, and those won from ways of sin transformed 
into happy, useful disciples. His home for boys in Step- 
ney Causeway and for girls at Illsford are only samples 
of his varied and wide-reaching efforts to save the exposed 
and neglected youth amid London’s teeming millions. 

Pushing farther on, we came to the Tower Hill Ham- 
let’s Mission on Mile End Road, a monument to the 
consecration of Mr. Fred. N. Charrington. He was 
the son of a wealthy brewer, and relinquished, after his 
conversion, his inheritance, and retired from the business 
he could no longer conscientiously pursue, in order to 
give himself to the work of reclaiming and saving those 
whom intemperance had wellnigh ruined. An immense 
Assembly Hall furnishes the headquarters and equip- 
ment for this unique and effective mission. On this 
Easter Sunday afternoon we found the auditorium, capa- 
ble of accommodating over four thousand, well filled 
with the denizens of the district, listening to Men- 
delssohn’s ‘‘ Hymn of Praise,” rendered by a choir of 
one hundred and fifty voices gathered from those con- 
nected with the mission, accompanied by a large organ 
and an orchestra. Here in this hall are housed a Young 
Men’s Christian Association reading-room; a public 
coffee palace, self-supporting ; a book saloon, where pure 
literature is sold; also the rooms for the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, Coal Club, Provident Club, Sick 
Benefit Club, Temperance Society, singing and violin 
classes, etc. It is a veritable oasis in the desert of the 
east end of London, and the record of the achievements 
of the mission read like a romance. A large corps of 
laborers assist Mr. Charrington in what has become his 
life-work, for the organization and direction of which he 
has evinced the most signal gifts. 

In the evening we concluded this eventful day’s experi- 
ences by becoming listeners to Mr. Spurgeon in the 
tabernacle associated with his name, and which was 
crowded to repletion by the eager multitude that wait 
upon his ministry. 

Here with seemingly unabated strength, and certainly 
with unslackened zeal, this noted servant of the Master 
holds to his wonderful work. Plain, direct, tremen- 
dously earnest, appeared the preacher, as he gave the 
Easter message to the thousands that were en rapport 
with theme and speaker. It was a moving spectacle; 
the unisonal singing of the vast congregation, the im- 
pressive Bible reading accentuated by the preacher’s 
helpful comments, the tender prayer vibrant with a tone 
of pathos and entreaty, the. pungent practical sermon 
responded to by bowing heads and tear-filled eyes,—all 
contributed to make it memorable, a fit ending to our 
Easter Sunday in London. Surely it is “the risen 
Christ” that in every city has inspired those efforts 
which are bringing life to the spiritually dead. There 
is hope for England’s capital and for every other great 
city, when such a Saviour is exalted before its weary, sin- 





sick people; for by him alone can a new life be brought 
to those in darkness and the impotence born of sin. 





TEACHING THE BIBLE TO LITTLE 
CHILDREN. 


BY MRS. JULIA A. TERHUNE. 


Teach first of all the great value of the Bible for the 
knowledge it brings us. Just as the parent’s word is the 
immediate rule for the lives of little children, so God’s 
Word is the higher law by which all lives should be gov- 
erned. Little children can understand these things, 
and, in a degree we may little suspect, realize the value 
of the Bible. 

Teach by precept, and by your own example, reverence 
for the Bible, for the book itself. Take it up and lay it 
down with reverence; hold it with reverence; show that 
you fully believe it to be a holy book, written by holy 
men inspired by the Holy Spirit, to be received and 
believed and obeyed from cover to cover. 

Teach something of the Book as a book,—the two 
Testaments, and the object for which each was written. 
Both tell about Jesus: the Old Testament pointing for- 
ward to him; the New Testament pointing back to him. 

Teach the.number of books, the number of authors, 
and the number of centuries in which the Bible was 
written. Gradually, by weekly repetition of a few at a 
time, adding one new name each Sunday, teach the 
names of the books of the Bible. Learned in the primary 
class, they will never be forgotten. Teach the children 
to commit verses of the Bible to memory. How quickly 
our babies learn “ Mother Goose” and other rhymes 
and jingles! Store their minds early with the sweet, 
precious thoughts with which God’s Word is filled. 

Give as rewards copies of the New Testament or Gos- 
pels. I give a little ticket for each perfectly recited 
golden text, exchanging eight of the small ones for one 
large card; three of the large ones entitling the child to 
a “Gospel.” The very smallest scholars try hard to earn 
one, and prize above everything the “little Bible” so 
obtained, though not realizing the far greater prize un- 
consciously gained,—God’s own word stored in the mind. 
Encourage those who bave Bibles to bring them to the 
class. Read a verse or two very slowly from your own 
Bible,—rather than from a lesson-help,—letting the 
children follow you in theirs. Occasionally call on some 
child to stand and read, or let several take turns. 

Frequently remind the children of the importance of 
reading God’s Word each day at home. Form a little 
reading-circle, and select yourself the verses to be read 
during the week. Do not give them more than two 
verses for each day. Encourage them to read these over 
more than once,—even to commit at least one to memory. 
Question on the readings each succeeding Sunday, and 
once in a while hold a special week-day meeting. 

Above all, teach that to understand God’s Word we 
must have God’s spirit, and by precept and example 
train them to ask God’s help before reading. How can 
you do all this? Only by faithful, prayerful study of 
God’s Word, and by daily feeding upon it. If you 
go before your class with your heart aglow with love for 
God and his word, your children will catch, at least in 
some degree, your spirit. No higher testimony was ever 
paid a teacher than by a little girl who went home and 
said: “Mamma, my teacher has seen Jesus.” “Seeing 
Jesus” in his holy Word, gives point and meaning to 
teaching, and brings sure results, 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
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OLD TIME AND TOMMY. 
BY SARAH E. TODD. 


In the morning it was “ Hurry, Tommy, or you'll not 
be in time for school; ” at noon, “I think you’ll have 
time to do that errand after dinner;” and at night, 
“Now, Tommy, the clock has just struck bedtime;” 
while at school he was rushed through one class to pre- 
pare for another. Now and then he had a playtime,— 
five minutes long; so it seemed to Tommy. 

One evening it was very cold and stormy outside, but 
bright and warm in the house. Tommy was looking at 
pictures, and his mother was busy with her sewing. 
Suddenly Tommy exclaimed, “There! I knew the old 
fellow was lean and tall; for I, with my short legs, can 
never get away from him, I think Old Time must love 
to drive little boys.” 

“Oh!” said mamma, laughing, “I have just found 
out who ‘the old fellow’ is to whom you have taken 
such a dislike. What does he seem to be doing in the 
picture?” 





“ He is resting on a scythe like a farmer, and in one 
hand has a—a—” 

“An hourglass,” finished mamma. 

“Ts that what he keeps the hours in?” asked Tommy. 

“No; that is.an imaginary picture, and the hourglass 
stands for the clocks and other time-keepers.” 

“What can keep time besides clocks and watches?” 

“Before clocks were invented, people sometimes told 
the time by the shadow on the sun-dial; then they had 
hourglasses and half-hour glasses, putting in enough 
sand, water, or mercury to run through the little opening 
from the upper part of the glass to the lower in just an 
hour or half an hour; then turning it over. 

“T read once,” said Tommy, “that people, somewhere, 
burned candles an hour long. I’m glad we have clocks. 
But what does the scythe mean?” 

“That, as time goes on, many people, young as well as 
old, die.” 

“T don’t like to think of that.” 

“Do you not think,” answered his mother, “ that if 
we used the time we have given us in the right way, and 
really trusted in our Father, we should not think it so 
dreadful to go from one life to another that is better?” 

Then she said, “Keep your eyes and ears open to- 
morrow, and learn all you can about time, and in the 
evening we will have another talk.” 

Tommy was up early the next day, intent on getting 
ahead of time, if possible. He spent five minutes in 
the clock-keeper’s store, and listened to the ticking of 
the many clocks, each intent on telling all it knew 
of time. 

Tommy tried hard to be diligent in school, and though 
a little absent-minded in the reading-class, succeeded 
very well. 

When his mother was ready, he began: “O mamma! 
I thought about those clocks all day; and when the 
scholars were all talking together,at recess, I couldn’t 
help laughing. There were the little clocks that talked 
so fast, and those that talked so loud and made every 
word so big. When the teacher called them to order, I 
thought of the regulator ticking so quietly and steadily, 
and always right.” 

“Can you think of any one who is the only true regu- 
lator of all our thoughts, words, and actions?” asked 
Tommy’s mother. 

“ Jesus Christ,” he answered softly. 

_“ Wasn’t it strange,” he continued after a pause, “our 
lesson in arithmetic to-day was about ‘sixty seconds 
make one minute, sixty minutes make one hour?’” and 
Tommy proudly recited the time-table up to “ one hun- 
dred years make a century.” 

“ But, mamma, I don’t see how any one can take care 
of all these months and years ; it makes me dizzy to think 
of them.” 

“When you ate your dinner to-day, did you take all 
the meat and potato at one mouthful, and your pudding 
at one swallow?” 

“Why, no! I couldn’t;” and Tommy laughed and 
blushed, for he had been reproved for eating so fast and 
taking such big mouthfuls. 

After thinking it over, he said, “ But I can’t remember 
every little minute either.” 


“No; though, if you try to do each little duty at the. 


right time and faithfully, and be gentle and unselfish in 
your play, you will find at the close of the day that the 
minutes have been rightly used, and that the hours have 
taken care of themselves. There is a story that the Devil 
went fishing for men, suiting the bait to each person ; but 
he caught the idlers the easiest, for they swallowed the 
hook without.any bait on it.” 

Tommy understood that, for he knew that if he had 
a fit of idleness, he was quite sure to do some mischief 
that he would not have thought of otherwise. 

“Do you think God notices how we use every hour and 
minute?” asked Tommy. 

“Certainly he does. Some one says, ‘Hours have 
wings, fly up to the Author of time, and carry news of 
their usage. All our prayers cannot entreat one of them 
either to return or slacken his pace.’ ” 

“ Now look at the picture again Old Time does not 
look so very unkind,—does he? Heis very just, for he 
brings each person the same number of minutes in aday. 
If we will put our hand in his, and walk patiently by his 
side, he will lead us safely through the years, until God 
bids him put our hand in that of Eternity ; for God gives 
us time that we may prepare for eternity. Now, my 
child,”— 

“Yes, I know, it is bed-time. Ill go right off. V’ll 
not call the old gentleman mean any more;” then in a 
lower tone, “ and I’ll ask God to help me use thetime he 
sends me in the best way.” 

“ That is right,” said mamma, bidding him good-night, 
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LESSON HELPS. 


———— 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1888.] 





1, April 1.—The Marriage Feast 
2. April 8.—Christ’s Last Warning. 


Matt. 22 : 1-14 
Matt. 23 : 27-39 





8. April 15.—Christian Watehfulness 


Matt. 24: 42-51 





6. April 29.—The Talents. 





@. May 6:—The Judgment 





7. May 13.—The Lord’s Supp 





8, May 20.—Jesus in Gethsemane. 


Matt. 26 : 17-30 
Matt, 26 : 36-46 





9. May 27.—Peter’s Denial 


Matt. 26 : 67-75 





10. June 3.—Jesus Crucified 


Matt, 27 + 83-50 





1L June 10,—Jesus Risen 


Maté, 28 : }-15 





12, June 17.—The Great Commission 


Matt. 28 : 16-20 





12. June 24.—Review ; or, Temperance Lesson, | Cor. 8 : 1-13; or, Mission- 


ary Lesson, Isa, 61 : 4-11. 





LESSON III., SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 1888. 
Tithe: CHRISTIAN WATCHFULNESS. 
LESSON TEXT. 


(Matt. 24: 42-51. 
COMMON VERSION. 


429 Watch therefore; for ye 
know not what hour your Lord 
doth come, 

43 But know this, that if the 
goodman of the house had known 
in; what watch the thief would 
come, he would have watched, 
and would not have suffered his 
House to be broken up. 


44 Therefore be ye also ready: |. 


for in such. an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh, 

45 Who then is a faithful and 
wise servant, whom his lord hath 
made ruler over his household, to 
give them meat in due season? 

46 Blessed isthat servant, whom 
his lord when he cometh shall 
find so doing. 

47 Verily I say unto you, That 
he shall make him ruler over all 
his goods. 

48 But and if that evil servant 
shall say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his comin®; 

49 And shall begin to smite his 
fellow servants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken; 

50 The lord of that servant shall 
come in a day when he looketh 
not for him, and in an hour that 
heis not aware of, 

61 And shall cut him asunder, 
and appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrites: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 








Memory verses, 42-44.) 


REVISED VERSION. 


42 Watch therefore: for ye know 
not on what day your Lord 
43 cometh. 1! But know this, that 
if the master of the house had 
known in what watch the 
thief was coming, he would 
have watched, and would not 
have suffered his house to be 
44 * broken through. Therefore 
be ye also ready: for in an 
hour that ye think not the Son 
45 of man cometh. Who then is 
the faithful and wise *servant, 
whom his lord hath set over 
his household, to give them 
their food in due season? 
46 Blessed is that® servant, whom 
his lord when he cometh shall 
47 find so doing. Verily I say 
unto you, that he will set him 
48 over all that he hath. But if 
that evil ®servant shall say in 
his heart, My lord tarrieth ; 
49 and shall begin to beat his 
fellow-servants, and shall eat 
and drink with the drunken ; 
50 the lord of that ® servant shall 
come in a day when heexpect- 
eth not, and in an hour when 
51 he knoweth not, and shall 
4 cut him asunder, and appoint 
his portion with the hypocrites: 
there shall be the weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 


; 


10r, But this ye know %2Gr, digged through. *Gr. bondservant, 4 Or. 
severely scourge him ‘ 





LESSON PLAN. 


- Torro oF THE QUARTER: Jesus the King In-Zion. 

GoLpEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: But we behold him 
who hath been made a litile lower than the angels, even Jesus, 
because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honour. 


—Heb. 2: 9. 


Lesson Torro: A Messagg Enjoining Watchfulness. 


1. The Obligation to Watchfulness, vs. 42-44. 
Lxsson OUTLINE: { 2. The Rewards of Watchfuiness, vs. 45-47. 
3. The Perils of Heedlessness, vs. 48-51. 


Goxtpen Text: And what I say unto you I say unio all, 


Watch,—Mark 13 : 37. 


Darty Home READINGS: 


M.—Matt. 24 : 42-51. Watchfulness enjoined, . 
T.—Matt, 24: 1-22. Troublous times, 

W.—Matt. 24 : 23-41. Vigilance essential. 
T.—Mark 13 : 24-87, Reasons for watchfulness., 
F.—Luke 21 : 25-38. Watch and pray. 
$.—Matt, 26 : 36-46. Watchfulness neglected, 
$.—1 Pet. 4:1-11. Watching against evil. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 
I, THE OBLIGATION TO WATCHFULNESS. 


1. The Coming Lord: 
Your Lord cometh (42). 


I come again, and will receive 7 (John 14 : 8). 
This 


Jesus... shall so come in 


Yea: I come quickly (Rev. 22 : 20 
ll, The Unknown Hour: 


ike manner {Acts 1:11). 
He that cometh shall come, « and shall 


not tarry (Heb. 10 : $7). 


If the master... had known, .. . he would have watched (43). 


The Lord so cometh as a thief in the night (1 Thess. 5 : 2). 
The | dpe of the Lord will come as a thief (2 $ : 10). 


Thous 


IH. The Needful Watching : 
Be ye also ready (44). 
Watch therefore (Matt. 25 : 18), 


alt not know what hour I will come (Rev. 3 : 3). 
Behold, I come as a thief (Rey. 16 : 15). 


Any high time for you to awake out of peep (Rom. 13 : 11). 
¢ us watch and be sober (1 Thess. 5 : 6). 


Be watchful (1 Pet. 5 : 8). 


1. “ Watch wit “> for ye know not on what day your Lord 


cometh.” (1) T 
should watch. 


he Lord cometh ; (2) None knows when; (3) All 


*2 “He would have watched.” (1) A disposition to watchfulness ; 





(2) A neglect of watchfulness,—(1) Its need recognized ; (2) Its 
@ tae neglec 

8. “Be ye also ready.” (1) The nature ‘of readiness; (2) The need 
of readiness ; (3) The rewards of readiness. 


II. THE REWARDS OF WATCHFULNESS, 
1. Commendation : 
The faithful and wise servant (45). ° 
Well done, good and faithful servant (Matt. 25 ; 21). 
Ye blessed of my Father (Matt. 25 : 34). 


I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat (Matt, 25 : 35). 
I have called you fiends @ohn 15 : 15), a 


ll. Blessedness : 

Blessed is that servant (46), 
Blessed is the man, .,. watching daily at my gates (Prov. $ : 34). - 
He shall have abundance (Matt. 25 : 29). 


Inherit the kingdom prepared for you ( Matt. 25 : 34). 
Blessed is he that watcheth (Rev. 16 ; 15). 
il. Exaltation : 
He will set him over all that he hath (47). 
em that honour me I will honour (1 . 2 ; 80). 
I will set thee over many things (Matt. 25 : 21). 
If any man serve me, him will the Father honour (John 12: 26). 
Where I am, there ye may be also (John 14 : 3). 
1. ‘That faithful and wise servant.’ () Faithful; (2) Wise; + 
—" The way to advancement (1) Faithfulness ; : 
/isdom. 
2. ‘‘ Blessed is that servant.” ( an his personal character ; (2) 
In his official standing ; (3) In his prospective honors. 
8. ‘‘ He will set him over all that he hath.’ (1) Recognized ability ; 
(2) Enlarged usefulness; (3) Deserved honor. 


III, THE PERILS OF HEEDLESSNESS. 
1. Heedlessness : 


; Shall say, ... My lord tarrieth; and shall begin to beat 
48, 49). 

Jehu took no heed to walk in the ey of the Lord (2 Kings 10 : 31), 
My people doth not consider (Isa. 8). 

As a horse that rusheth headlo ong in the battle (Jer. 8 : 6). 
They made light of it (Matt. 22 


il. Surprise : 
Shall come in a day when he expecteth not cel 


Trembling hath surprised the godless ones (Isa. 33 : 
How is... the praise of the whole earth surprised t Ue. 51 : 41.) 
At midnight there is a cry (Matt. 25 : 6). 
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye (1 Cor. 15 : 52). 
il. Destruction: 

Cut him asunder, and appoint his portion (51), 
ie way of the wicked shall perish (Psa. 1 : $). 

- shall suddenly be broken (Prov. 29: 

The chaff he will burn up with eid 8 fire (Matt. 3 : 12). 
These shall go away into eternal punishment (Matt. 25 : 46). 

1. ‘‘ But if that evil servant shall say in his heart.” A Evil nature ; 
(2) Evil surmisings ; (8) Evil deeds.—(1) An evil heart; (2) An 
evil mig ye (8) An evil man 

2. “Shall cut him asunder.” (1) Crime detectad; (2) Opportunity 
ended ; (3) Penalty enforced. 


3. ‘‘The weeping and gnashing of teeth,’’ (1) The wee of 
remorse ; o The gnashing of despair. a ping 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 
WATCHFULNESS. 


A universat duty (Mark 18 : 37). 

A constant duty (2 Tim. 4 : 5). 

Against Satan (Eph. 6 : 11). 
‘Against temptations (Matt: 26 : 41, f.e:). P 
Because of uncertainties (Mark 18 : 38-86). 

Because of personal weakness (Matt. 26 : 41, 1. ¢.). 

To attain a proper walk (Eph. 5 : 15, 16 ; 1 Thess. 5 : 6). 
To attain steadfastness (1 Cor. 16 : 13). 

Blended with prayer (Matt. 26 : 41, f. o.; 1 Pet. 4:7). 
Its observers blessed (Luke 12 : 37). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


After the denunciations of the scribes and Pharisees came, 
in striking contrast, another incident, narsated only by Mark 
(Mark 12: 41-44) and Luke (Luke 21 : 1-4), the praise 
bestowed on one poor widow who cast her mite into the 
treasury. Most harmonists think this was followed by events 
and sayings recorded in John 12: 20-50, since that passage 
implies that our Lord thus closed his public teachings. Cer- 
tain Greeks desired to see him; his answer is then given, to 
which the evangelist adds some reflections of his own, before 
recording the final public utterance of our Lord. 

The present lesson is taken from the great discourse (Matt. 
24 and 25) respecting the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
second coming of our Lord. It was occasioned by a predic- 
tion of the total destruction of the temple (Matt. 24: 1, 2), 
called forth directly by questions as to time, etc. (Matt. 24: 8). 

The place was the mount of Olives, east of the temple, 
probably in view of it. The time was Tuesday evening, the 
12th of Nisan (or beginning of the 13th, according to Jewish 
reckoning), April 4, year of Rome 783,—A. D. 30. 

The persons present were the “four fishermen” (Mark 
13:3). The earlier part of the discourse refers to the 
destruction of Jerusalem; the central part to the “coming,” 
and the latter part to “the end of the world.” Where the 
division between these sections takes place is disputed; but 
the general movement from one topic to the other is indi- 
cated by the context in Matthew. 

Parallel passages: Mark 13 : 33-37; Luke 21.; 34-36. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 


Verses 42-44.— Watch therefore: for ye know not on what day 
your Lord cometh. But know this, that tf the master of the house 
had known in what watch the thief was coming, he would have 
watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken through. 
Therefore be ye also ready: for in an hour that ye think not the 
Son of man cometh: After uttering the apostrophe to Jerusa- 
lem, Jesus seems to have lingered for a little time in the 
temple court, where the treasury was, and to have observed 
the people as they were making their gifts, among whom was 
the poor woman who gave the two mites, The scene in which 





she is brought forward is, however, a brief one; and Jesus 
imfhediately afterwards. went away from the temple on his 
way to the mount of Olives. Just after he had left the place, 
his disciples—or one of them, as Mark says—arrested him in 
his course, and called his attention to the massive structure, 

The disciple said, according to Mark’s narrative: “ Master, 
behold, what manner of stones and what manner. of build- 
ings!” The minds of the disciples had either understood 
Jesus to refer in the words, “your house” -(Matt.-23: 38), to 
the temple, or they supposed that the threatened destruction 
might include this, according to the wideness and extreme 
character,of the language which had _ been used in-the latter 
part of the.discourse. Jesus answers the inquiry which, by 
their action and words, they seem to put to him, by declaring 
that he does, indeed, mean to include the destruction of the 
temple in the threatened judgment which was approaching, 
Then, as he reached the mount of Olives, and the disciples 
drew near to him, again with the earnest question as to when 
all that which he had spoken of should take place, he gave 
them the long discourse,on the last things which fills the 
twenty-fourth chapter of. Matthew’s Gospel. This discourse, 
as here recorded, evidently:includes much that has reference 
to the destruction of Jerusalem, and much that reaches on, 
far beyond this, to what is ordinarily spoken of as the end of 
the world. .The things which relate to the two subjects are 
apparently intermingled in considerable measure, so that the 
exact interpretation of this chapter has always been a matter 
of much difficulty. The closing part of the discourse passes 
into a parabolic form, and presses upon the thought of the 
hearer and reader the necessity of watchfulness in view of 
what has been previously set forth. It is with the direct and 
distinct exhortation to watchfulness that the verses of. the 
present lesson open. It would seem clear that the words of 
verse 42 have reference to the time of the second coming of 
the Lord. The discussion of this question of the Lord’s 
coming, as related to the thoughts and expectations of the 
earliest disciples, is one of great interest, but one which would 
necessarily carry us beyond the limits of these notes, But, 
whatever view may be taken on this matter, the words here 
used have a certain adaptation to all. The Lord’s coming is 
for the full and complete establishment of his kingdom, and 
for the admission of his followers into the full blessedness of 
that kingdom. These followers, however, enter that kingdom 
in its higher state before this great consummation, and at the 
hour of their departure from this life. The opposite holds 
true of those who are not his followers. The duty of watch- 
fulness and readiness for the decisive hour is, therefore, one 
to. which every man.is.called, in -view.of the-fact.that the 
coming of the hour is uncertain, like the time of the coming 
of a thief in the night. The coming of the Lord had been 
declared, in the preceding verses, to be like that of the flood. 
It would come upon men suddenly and unexpectedly, while 
they were in the midst of the engrossing occupations and 
pleasures of life. And so it is with respect to the hour when © 
the end of this earthly living and the beginning of the unseen 
existence come toeach one. The idea of watchfulness which 
is here insisted upon is quite evidently that of such watchful- 
ness as would keep the man in a state of readiness for the 
hour, however suddenly it might come (comp. v. 44). If the 
master of the house had known with respect to the thief, he 
would have been on the watch for him, and in a state of 
preparation to meet him, and prevent his breaking into the 
house. The watches of the night were four in number, of 
three hours each, extending from six o’clock in the evening 
to six in the morning. If the master of the house had known 
in which of these watches the enemy would approach, he 
would have been ready. The suggestion is that we must be 
always ready.—To be broken through, or, as the Greek has it, 
“digged through” (see marginal rendering): In most of the 
towns of Palestine, says Dr. Hackett, the houses at the present 
time are built, not of wood or stone, as we build them, but of 
mud more or less hardened by exposure to the sun, or of mud 
and pebbles mixed together. The way of access to. them by 
a thief or robber, therefore, was often by digging through the 
walls; and this is, no doubt, the fact referred to in the use of 
the particular word here employed.—Therefore: That is, in 
view of the necessity of watchfulness as to the Lord’s coming, 
which, in respect to the point in hand, is like the coming of 
the thief. 

. Verses 45-47.— Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom 
his lord hath set over his household, to give them. their food in due 
season? . Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he.cometh 
shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, that he will set him 
over all that he hath: The form of Ss bs in these verses is 
somewhat peculiar. The question of verse 45 is naturally 
suggested by the exhortation to watchfulness which precedes. 
This question, however, is not directly answered in verse 46 
(“ Who is,” etc.—“ The one whom his lord,” etc.); but the 
answer is set forth in the form of a felicitation of the faithful 
servant, ora declaration that he is blessed... This blessedness 
is then explained or described in the reward mentioned in 
verse 47. The words forming the latter part of verse 45, 
“ whom his lord hath set,” etc., indicate that Jesus is here 
speaking especially of ministers and teachers in the church, 
whose duty and business it is to feed the members of the 
Divine household with spiritual food. In the passage where 
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these words occur in Luke’s Gospel, Peter is represented as 
saying, after the words here recorded in verses 42-44 had been 
spoken, “ Lord, speakest thou this parable unto us, or even 
unto all?” This question and the connection of what follows 
with it seem to show, even more evidently than is the case in 
Matthew, that those who teach and guide the church are the 
persons in mind. The same declaration will apply, however, 
to all, in their measure, to whom the Lord assigns any work 
in his kingdom or any duty in life, and thus to all his disci- 
ples. The faithful and wise servant of the divine Master is 
blessed. The reward will secure to him greater things. The 
adjectives “faithful” and “wise” seem to be connected with 
the suggestion of the previous verses, The wisdom and faith- 
fulness are both exhibited in that watchfulness which holds 
the man in readiness for his lord’s coming. There is, how- 
ever, a reference also to the faithfulness and wisdom in the 
discharge of the duties agsigned,—faithfulness in the office of 
steward, and wisdom in the way of providing means to ends 
and of accomplishing the work which is to be done. The 
indication of both of these references in the two adjectives is 
found in verse 47, in the words “when he cometh,” on the 
one hand, and the words “shall find so doing,” on the other. 
The words “so doing” refer to the “giving them their food 
in due season” (v.45). If the lord, whenever he comes, 
finds the servant “so doing,” the servant will be biessed,— 
he will have his reward.— He will set him over all that he hath: 
The suggestion of this sentence is of something beyond that 
of verse 45., The one who proves himself faithful in the few 
things will be made ruler over many things. It may be 
observed that the reward follows in the line of the previous 
faithfulness. The servant has done well in the more limited 
sphere; he will be summoned to similar service and duty in 
the more extended sphere. The law of reward in the king- 
dom of heaven is, in this light, the natural law. Salvation is 
gratuitous, indeed,—the gift of God in answer to faith. But 
the measure of the blessedness and glory in the future will be 
according to the faithfulness and the fitness and power which 
faithfulness gives. This sentence also suggests, in connection 
with the preceding thought, and as if essential to the force 
and truth of it, the idea of a continued and perpetual progress 
in activity in the kingdom of heaven, beyond the period of 
this earthly living, and after the first bestowal of the reward. 
The words of this sentence are introduced by the solemn 
expression: “ Verily I say unto you.” This expression not 
only gives an emphatic affirmation of the truth of what is 
said, but at the same time a strengthening assurance for the 
heart of every faithful minister and servant in the Lord’s work. 
Verses 48-51.—But if that evil: servant shall say in his heart, 
My lord tarrieth ; and shall begin to beat his fellow-servants, and 
shall eat and drink with the drunken ; the lord of that servant 
shall come in an hour when he expecteth not, and in an hour when 
he knoweth not, and shall cut him asunder, and appoint his portion 
with the hypocrites: there shall be the weeping and gnashing of , 
teeth: The word “that,” which is an emphatic word in the 
original, seems to refer to, and to involve, as it were, in itself, 
the thought suggested in verse 45,—namely, the thought of 
one whom his lord hath set over his household, to give them 
their food in due season. If such a servant, instead of being 
faithful and wise, is evil, and, in view of a delay in his lord’s 
coming, ceases to be watchful and ready, and, as a natural 
consequence, begins to act according to his own wicked im- 
pulses, an opposite destiny will await him to that which 
awaits the faithful one. The delay of the lord in coming not 
only makes this servant careless and neglectful, but it soon 
leads him to boldness in his neglect. He becomes confident 
that the lord is not near, and that the responsibility to him 
may be laid aside. The result of this confidence is, that he 
assumes authority for himself, and begins to lord it over the 
household, and then he gives himself up to immorality and 
to association with those about him who are given over to 
evil and debasement. How far this parabolic language is to 
be pressed to a literal application, may be doubtful ; but there 
can be no question that, in the history of the church, the 
losing out of mind of that thought of responsibility to the 
divine Master which is emphasized in its impressiveness by 
the apprehended possibility of his coming, has at times tended 
to the evils here indicated. If the Master is far off, the ser- 
vant appointed over the house becomes tyrannical, and the 
step from the tyrannical persecution of fellow-servants to the 
indulgence of the tyrant himself in the wickedness and abuses 
of the evil world is often not a long step. It is not the scoffers 
only, of whom the Second Epistle of Peter speaks, who walk 
after their own lusts as they presumptuously say, Where is 
the promise of his coming? The rulers and ministers in the 
kingdom may fall into the same evil, as connected with the 
same doubts, and may thus prove that, though they are, in 
one sense, in the kingdom, they are not of it. The nearness 
and remoteness which are suggested in this chapter are so set 
forth that, while the delay of the coming may be long, the 
thought of the possibility of the nearness should be an incen- 
tive to watchfulness and readiness, to sobriety and faithful 
service to the church. The master of the house may not 
come until “the morning;” but the possibility that he may 
come “at. even,” or “at midnight,” or “ at cock-crowing,” 
must be always so far in mind as to give impressiveness to the 





words, Be ye also ready. And how emphatic and impressive 


is this thought, as the Lord’s words are applied to the uncer- 
tainty of the ending of the individual life, and thus of the 
time when, in a peculiar sense, the Lord will come for each 
one of his followers, to assign him his lot in the future, and 
with reference to the kingdom in heaven! With what solemn 
force does the word approach every one, “ Lest coming sud- 
denly he find you sleeping”! The suddenness and unex- 
pectedness of the coming, by which the servant will be 
surprised, as he is overtaken in the midst of his wickedness, 
are set forth in the twofold expression of versé 50: “In a 
day when he expecteth not, and in an hour when he knoweth 
not.” The picture is drawn with life-like power; and the 
hearer or reader is made to see, as it were directly before him, 
the servant—to whom such high duties have been assigned, 
and in whom are such base neglect and sin—arrested in his 
violence and drunkenness by his suddenly appearing Master. 
No time for preparation for the coming of the Master now, 
and no opportunity for recovery and reformation! The period 
of appointed service in the household has come to its end, 
and the hour of decision for the future has arrived. The 
natural law of reward assigns and determines the future, and 
the unfaithful one is separated from the faithful. The words 
“cut him asunder,” in the text of verse 51, have a marginal 
note attached to them: “Or, severely scourge him.” The 


.| opinions of different writers on this passage differ as to the 


interpretation,—some giving the verb its literal meaning, and 
supposing that there is a reference in it to the punishment of 
criminals in the Oriental nations in extreme cases, where they 
were actually cut in two; others holding that, inasmuch as 
the Servant is spoken of in the next clause as if still surviving, 
the verb must be taken in the sense of the marginal note. 
Probably we are not to regard ourselves as forced to take the 
latter view for the reason suggested, because of the strong 
rhetorical character of the language. But, whichever view is 
adopted, there can be no doubt that Jesus intended by this 
expression, and also by those which follow, to set forth the 
direct and complete opposite to the blessedness indicated in 
verse 47 as that which was to be secured to the faithful 
servant.—And appoint his portion with the hypocrites: The 
representation of the hypocrites as the basest part of men, 
and the most worthy of severest punishment, is conspicuous 
in this chapter; and we may observe the same thing else- 
where in the discourses of Jesus. This part,of the sentence, 
accordingly, answers in its emphasis to the former part; and 
the emphasis is only deepened and made more solemn by the 
closing words of the verse, which have been already referred 
to in the earlier passages where they have occurred in the 
course of these lessons: “There shall be the weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” The emphasis of these words answers to 
that of the twenty-third chapter, where the hypocrisy and sin 
of the scribes and Pharisees are so terribly rebuked and 
denounced. 

This twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel is one of 
great interest, as well as great difficulty in respect to its exact 
interpretation. © It suggests to us, as we read it in the light of 
what followed soon afterward, the wide reach of the vision of 
Jesus as contrasted with the limitation of the view of the 
future which the disciples who listened to him had. The 
coming of the Lord has been long delayed, as we count time 
from the starting-point of the day when these words were 
uttered. It seems probable, so far as we can gain for our- 
selves a sight of the future before us, that it will be delayed 
for a long period after our own age. But the work of the 
kingdom goes steadily forward, and the faithful and wise 
servants hold themselves ever in readiness. And each of 
these servants may rejoice that, whether the final coming of 
the Master shall take place sooner or later, the reward will 
be given to himself after a little season; and that, in recom- 
pense for his faithful service, he will enter into the joy of his 
Lord. But during the time of service and in the uncertainty 
of the hour of its ending here and its beginning in another 
and higher sphere, the word of the Master comes down the 
ages to every disciple: “ And what I say unto you I say unto 
all, Watch!” 

Yale University. 





SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS. 
BY PROFESSOR DR, FREDERIC GODET. 


When Jesus speaks of his advent, he undoubtedly, first of 
all, thinks of the church and the world; but as his return, 
taken in this sense, must be separated from the period of his 
earthly life by an interval of which no one, not even Jesus, 
can know the duration (Mark 13: 32), it follows that the 
warning given to the apostles to watch in the expectation of 
this return has no meaning for them except in so far as the 
idea of Jesus’ return is individualized in some way; that is 
to say, Jesus regards the time of their death as the time of his 
return to each one of them. It is this which confirms the 
words of Jesus in John 14:3. And if this is true of the 
apostles, it applies equally to all succeeding generations until 
the actual coming of the Lord. The death of each believer 
is to him what the return of Jesus will be to the church as 
existing in the world at the last day. 

We must, in conformity to biblical language, whether in 
the Old or the New Testament, represent the Lord as return- 





ing in the clouds immediately from the day of his ascension 
(Matt. 26: 64). From the moment of his glorification he 
begins to return in the clouds. If one may so speak, it is the 
journey; and the final appearance will be the arrival. In 
this invisible march down the centuries he passes, putting 
down his hand, gathering one by one the ears of corn which 
grow in his field on this earth, and laying down his sheaves 
before the throne to be sorted at the last day. 

What position do the faithful assume in this situation? 
Jesus says, the attitude of vigilance, of constant expectation 
(comp. Luke 12 : 35, 36). In this it is not a question of 
intellect by which the day of Christ’s appearing would be 
fixed beforehand either for individuals or for all. It is a 
question of moral fact, of an attitude of heart which relies at 
all times on the Lord’s presence, as if this moment would be 
the last. The calculations in relation to the time of the 
appearing of Jesus have nothing to do with the expectation 
which he recommends to his apostles when he says to them 
“Watch!” One cannot watch, in the sense in which Jesus 
spoke, by endeavoring to calculate beforehand the year and 
the day of his return, as well as one can watch, in the true 
sense of the word, when declaring himself ignorant of the 
time when this event will take place. 

The two pictures, one of the faithful and the other of the 
wicked servant, are explained, if we first take into account the 
question which Peter then addressed to the Lord : “ Speakest 
thou this parable unto us, or even unto all?” (Luke 12 : 41;) 
and then the reply of Jesus which Mark has preserved for us: 
“What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch” (Mark 13: 37). 
All, then, must watch, but more particularly the apostles and 
those who after them will receive from the Lord the charge 
to direct his house and to distribute spiritual food to their 
brothers, Jesus has ordained the ministry, and he has ordained 
it until the end of the actual dispensation, even until he himself 
shall return. And the exhortation to watch—that is to say, to 
live in the expectation of his return—applies, without doubt, 
to all the faithful, but more particularly to those to whom he 
has entrusted the care of souls; and that for the reason that 
their responsibility is greater, the knowledge which they have 
received of God and of his will more complete, and the con- 
sequences of their conduct in good or in evil more consider- 
able (comp. Luke 12: 47). 

The good servant is faithful, first, when he distributes com- 
pletely that which he has received; second, when he gives 
only that which he has received. He is prudent when he 
gives it to each one at the time intended and in the measure 
appointed by the Master. In thus administering that which 
has been entrusted to him, he qualifies himself for quite 
another administration,—that of the entire fortune of this 
Master, after he will have faithfully attended and served him 
here below. 

But what a different prospect is opened up to the unfaithful 
minister! He shuts out from his heart the thought of the 
Master’s return, in order to be able to enjoy the advantages 
of the position he occupies without this disturbing thought. 
He forgets that he is only a servant, and in the house 
assumes the position of master. He sees only in the authority 
which he possesses a means of exercising his spiritual despot- 
ism on those who surround him, of making his will supreme 
in everything, and of enjoying the good things which his 
charge procures for him. Also, while the other servant 
advances towards the possession of all divine riches, this one 
runs toward the ruin which comes upon him unexpectedly in 
the midst of his life of pride and sensuality. Anguish of 
heart, eternal separation from all those in whom there is 
some pious feeling, overwhelming or furious despair,—this is 
the future of the servant who has not fulfilled his duty by 
having his eyes fixed on the Master who returns. And let 
us not forget the words of Jesus: “That which I say to you 
(to you, apostles and pastors) I say to all, to each one of the 
faithful according to the measure of his responsibility.” 





WATCHING FOR THE KING. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


The long day’s work was nearly done. Christ had left the 
temple, never to return. He took his way across the Mount 
of Olives to Bethany, and was stayed by the disciples’ ques- 
tion as to the date of the destruction of the temple, which he 
had foretold, and of the “end of the world,” which they 
attached to it. ‘They could not fancy the world lasting with- 
out the temple! We often make a like mistake. So there, 
on the hill-side, looking across to the city lying in the sad, 
fading evening light, he spoke the prophecies of this chapter, 
which begin with the destruction of Jerusalem, and insensibly 
merge into the final coming of the Son of man, of which that 
was a prelude and atype. The difficulty of accurately appor- 
tioning the details of the prophecy to the future events which 
fulfill them is common to it with all prophecy, of which it is a 
characteristic to blend events which, in the fulfillment, are far 
apart. From the mountain top, the eye travels over great 
stretches of country, but does not see the gorges, separating 
points which seem close together, foreshortened by distance. 

There are many comings of the Son of man before his final 
coming for final judgment, and the nearer and smaller ones 
are themselves prophecies, So, we do not need to settle the 
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chronology of unfulfilled prophecy in order to get the full 
benefit of Christ’s teachings here. In its moral and spiritual 
effect on us, the uncertainty of the time of our going to Christ 
is nearly identical with the uncertainty of the time of his 
coming to us, 

1, The command of watchfulness enforced by our ignorance 
of the time of his coming (vs. 48, 44). The two commands at 
the beginning and end of the paragraph are not quite the 
fame, “Be ye ready” is the consequence of watchfulness. 
Nor are the two appended reasons the same ; for the first com- 
mand is grounded on his coming at a day when “ye know 
not,” and the second on his coming “in an hour that ye think 
not,” that is to say, it not only is uncertain, but unexpected 
and surprising. There may also be a difference worth noting 
in the different designations of Christ as “ your Lord,” stand- 
ing in a special relation to you, and as “the Son of man,” of 
kindred with all men, and their judge. What is this watch- 
fulness? It is literally wakefulness. We are beset by per- 
petual temptations to sleep, to spiritual drowsiness and torpor. 
“An opium sky rains down soporifics.” And without con- 
tinual effort, our perception of the unseen realities and our 
alertness for service will be lulled to sleep. The religion of 
multitudes is a sleepy religion. Further, it is a vivid and 
ever-present conviction of His certain coming, and consequently 
a habitual realizing of the transience of the existing order of 
things, and of the fast-approaching realities of the future. 
Further, it is keeping our minds in an attitude of expectation 
and desire, our eyes ever traveling to the dim distance to mark 
the far-off shining of hiscoming. What a miserable contrast to 
this is the temper of professing Christendom asa whole! Itis 
swallowed up in the present, wide awake to interests and hopes 
belonging to this “bank and shoal of time,” but sunk in slum- 
ber as to that great future, or, if ever the thought of it intrudes, 
shrinking, rather than desire, accompanies it, and it is soon 
hustled out of mind. 

Christ bases his command on our ignorance of the time of 
his coming. It was no part of his purpose in his prophecy to 
remove that ignorance, and no calculations of the chronology 
of unfulfilled predictions have pierced the darkness, It was 
his purpose that from generation to generation his servants 
should be kept in the attitude of expectation, as of an event 
that may come at any time and must come at some time. The 
parallel uncertainty of the time of death, though not what is 
meant here, serves the same moral end if rightly used, and is 
exposed to the same danger of being neglected because of the 
very uncertainty, which ought to be one chief reason for keep- 
ing it ever in view. Any future event, which combines these 
two things, absolute certainty that it will happen, and utter 
uncertainty when it will happen, ought to have power to insist 
on being remembered, at least, till it was prepared for, and 
would have, if men were not such fools. Christ’s coming 
would be oftener contemplated if it were more welcome. But 
what sort of a servant is he, who has no glow of gladness at 
the thought of meeting his lord? ‘True Christians are “all 
them that have loved his appearing.” 

The illustrative example which separates these two com- 
mands is remarkable. The householder’s ignorance of the 
time when the thief would come isthe reason why he does not 
watch. He cannot keep awake all night, and every night, to 
be ready for him; so he has to go to sleep, and isrobbed. But 
our ignorance is the reason for wakefulness, because we can 
keep awake all the night of life. The householder watches to 
prevent, but we to share in, that for which the watch is kept. 
The figure of the thief is chosen to illustrate the one point of 
the unexpected stealthy approach. But is there not deep 
truth in it, to the effect that Christ’s coming is like that of a 
robber, to those who are asleep, depriving them of earthly 
treasures? The word rendered “broken up ” meansliterally 
“dug through,” and points to a clay or mud house, common 
in the East, which is entered, not by bursting open doors or 
windows, but by digging through the wall. Death comes to 
men sunk in spiritual slumber, to strip them of good they 
would fain keep, and makes his entrance by a breach in the 
earthly house of this tabernacle. So St. Paul, in his earliest 
Epistle, refers to this saying (a proof of the early diffusion of 
the gospel narrative), and says, “ Ye, brethren, are not in dark- 
ness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.” 

2. The picture and reward of watchfulness, The general 
exhortation to watch is followed by a pair of contrasted para- 
ble portraits, primarily applicable to the apostles and to those 
“get over his household.” But if we remember what Christ 
taught as the condition of pre-eminence in his kingdom, we 
shall not confine their application to an order. 

“The least flower with a brimming cup may stand, 
And share its dew-drop with another near,” 
and the most slenderly endowed Christian has some crumb of 
the bread of life entrusted to him to dispense. It is to be 
observed that watchfulness is not mentioned in this portraiture 
of the watchful servant. It is presupposed as the basis and 
motive of his service. So we learn the double lesson that the 
attitude of continual outlook for the Lord is needed, if we are 
to discharge the tasks which he has set us, and that the true 
effect of watchfulness is to harness us to the car of duty. Many 
other motives actuate Christian faithfulness, but all are 
reinforved by this, and where it is feeble, they are more or 
leas inoperative, We cannot afford to lose its influénce, A 


church or a soul which has ceased to be looking for him, will 
have let all its tasks drop from its drowsy hands, and will feel 
the power of other constraining motives of Christian service 
but faintly, as in a half-dream. 

On the other hand, true waiting for him is best expressed 
in the quiet discharge of accustomed and appointed tasks. 
The right place for the servant to be found, when the Lord 
comes, is “so doing” as he commands, however secular the 
task may be. That was a wise judge who, when sudden dark- 
ness came on, and people thought the end of the world was 
at hand, said, “Bring lights, and let us go on with the case. 
We cannot be better employed, if the end has come, than in 
doing our duty. Flighty impatience of common tasks is not 
watching for the King, as Paul had to teach the Thessalo- 
nians, who were “shaken” in mind by the thought of the day 
of the Lord; but the proper attitude is “that ye study to be 
quiet, and to do your own business.” 

Observe, further, the interrogative form of the parable. 
The question is the sharp point which gives penetrating 
power, and suggests Christ’s high estimate of the worth and 
difficulty of such conduct, and sets us to ask for ourselves, 
“Lord, isit I?” The servant is “faithful” inasmuch as he 
does his Lord’s will, and rightly uses the goods entrusted to 
him, and “wise” inasmuch as he is “ faithful”’ For a 
single-hearted devotion to Christ is the parent of insight into 
duty, and the best guide to conduct; and whoever seeks only 
to be true to his Lord in the use of his gifts and possessions, 
will not lack prudence to guide him in giving to each his 
food, and that in due season. The two characteristics are 
connected in another way also; for, if the outcome of faith- 
fulness be taken into account, its wisdom is plain, and he who 
has been faithful even unto death will be seen tc have been 
wise, though he gave up all, when the crown of eternal life 
sparkles on his forehead. Such faithfulness and wisdom 
(which are at bottom but two names for one course of con- 
duct) find their motive in that watchfulness, which works as 
ever in the great Taskmaster’s eye, and as ever keeping in 
view his coming, and its rendering account to him. 

The reward of the faithful servant is stated in language 
similar to that of the parable of the talents, which we have 
in a subsequent lesson. Faithfulness in a narrower sphere 
leads to a wider. The reward for true work is more work, of 
nobler sort and @n a grander scale. That is true for earth 
and for heaven. If we do his will here, we shall one day 
exchange the subordinate place of the steward for the 
authority of the ruler, and the toil of the servant for the joy 
of the Lord. The soul that is joined to Christ and is one in 
will with him, has all things for its servants; and he who usés 
all things for his own and his brethren’s highest good is their 
lord, while he walks amid the shadows of time, and will be 
lifted to loftier dominion over a grander world when he 
passes hence. ‘ 

8. The picture and doom of the unwatchful servant. This 
portrait presupposes that a long period will elapse before 
Christ comes. The secret thought of the evil servant is the 
thought of a time far down the ages from the moment of our 
Lord’s speaking. It would take centuries for such a temper 
to be developed in the church. What is the temper? A 
secret dismissal of the anticipation of the Lord’s return, and 
that not merely because he has been long in coming, but as 
thinking that he has broken his werd, and has not come when 
he said he would. This unspoken dimming over of the expec- 
tation and unconfessed doubt of the firmness of the promige, is 
the natural product of the long time of upparent delay which 
the church has had to éncounter. It will cloud and depress 
the religion of later ages, unless there be constant effort to 
resist the tendency and to keep awake. The first generations 
were all aflame with the glad hope “ Maranatha,”—“ The Lord 
is at hand.” Their successors gradually lost the keenness of 
expectation, and at most cried, “Will not he come soon?” 
Their successors saw the starry hope through thickening mists 
of years; and now it scarcely shines for many, or at least. is 
but a dim point, when it should blaze as a sun. 

It was an “evil” servant who said so in his heart. He was 
evil because he said it, and he said it because he was evil; for 
the yielding to sin and the withdrawal of love from Jesus 
dims the desire for his coming, and makes the whisper that 
he delays a hope; while, on the other hand, the hope that he 
delays helps to open the sluices, and let sin flood the life. So 
an outburst of cruel masterfulness and of riotous sensuality is 
the consequence of the dimmed expectation. There would 
have been no usurpation of authority over Christ’s heritage 
by priest or pope, or any other, if that hope had not become 
faint. If professing Christians lived with the great white 
throne, and the heavens and earth fleeing away before Him 
that sits on it, ever burning before their inward eye, how 
could they wallow amid the mire of animal indulgence? 
The corruptions of the church, especially of its official mem- 
bers, are traced with sad and prescient hand in these forebod- 
ing words, which are none the less a prophecy because cast by 
his forbearing gentleness in the milder form of a supposition. 

The dreadful doom of the unwatchful servant is cast into a 
form of awful severity. The cruel punishment of sawing 
asunder, which, tradition says, was suffered by Isaiah, and 





was not unfamiliar in old times, is his. What concealed ter- 
ror of retribution it signifies we do not know. Perhaps it 


points to a fate in which a man shall be, as it were, parted 
into two, each at enmity with the other. Perhaps it implies 
a retribution in kind for his sin, which consisted, as the next 
clause implies, in hypocrisy, which is the sundering in twain 
of inward conviction and practice, and is avenged by a like 
but worse rending apart of conscience and will, At all 
events, it shadows a fearful retribution, which is not extinc- 
tion, inasmuch as, in the next clause, we read that his portion 
| his lot or that condition which belongs to him by virtue of 
his character—is with the hypocrites. He was one of them, 
because, while he said “my lord,” he had ceased to love and 
obey, having ceased to desire and expect; and therefore what- 
ever be their fate shall be his, even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and setting eternal discord among the 
thoughts and inteats of the heart. That is not the punish- 
ment of unwatchfulness, but of what unwatchfulness leads to, 
if unawakened. Let these words of the King ring an alarum 
for us all, and rouse our sleepy souls to watch, as becomes the 
children of the day. 
Manchester, England. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D., LL.D. 


WARNING TO THOSE IN CHARGE IN THE CHURCH, 
TEACHERS, PREACHERS, ETC. 
’ There are six occasions for watchfulness. 

1. Things are not what they seem. There is a decciv- 
ableness of unrighteousness, a deceitfulness of riches, and 
those that are deceived thereby are not wise, have not watched. 

2. There are thieves seeking our Master’s goods,—social 
inanities, etc..—they steal away his time; worldly conformities, 
they steal away that pronounced personal influence we should 
wield for him; worldly pleasures, seeking to stéal away the 
children and pupils entrusted to our keeping. 

3. Other thieves would steal away our wholeselves, There 
are active agents to be watched against; kisses of an enemy, 
men handling the word of God deceitfully, sleight-handedness 
of men, and cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive, false prophets showing great signs and wonders, if 
possible they would deceive the very elect. 

4. There is also an arch-enemy, and he keeps watch; alion 
hungry, roaring to terrify his prey out of ability of flight, or, 
cat-like, creeping behind near concealments, evident only when 
the great bound shows him pouncing on his victim. 

5. Besides, the vigilance of our mind is liable to relax 
because of the constant strain. The violin must be keyed up 
to concert pitch every few minutes, else it flats itself, and the 
music, instead of being an inspiration and ecstasy, is a disgust. 
The sentinel is liable to get drowsy toward morning. The 
watch has been long and the monotony continuous. The air 
gets cold, the powers flag, the night is at its darkest. The 
drench of all this puts out the flame of vigil. It is just the 
moment when the enemy makes his dash, and the sleeping 
sentinel is the first one destroyed. 

6. Unwatching, he is either slain by his enemies, or his lord, 
that was waiting to honor him, comes upon him and cuts him 
asunder, and appoints him, with hypocrites, to weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Had he only watched, he would have 
been honored instead of destroyed. 

Unable, as yet, to understand the mysteries of this chapter, 
which the angels have desired to look into, and one point of 
which the Son of God said he did not know, we can at least 
understand the whole significance of them to us, and watch. 
Christ gratifies no curiosity. He exhorts to obedience. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Watch therefore: for ye know not on what day your Lord cometh 
(v.42). It is, in a sense, because of his ignorance, that a 
watchman has his chief value, in any sphere of watching. 
Whether as a watcher against a surprise from the enemy on 
the picket line, or against burglars in a banking-office or a 
private house, or against fire in a factory building, or against 
icebergs on a ship at'sea, or against a turn of disease in the 
patient in a sick-room,—it is because he does not know what 
the next hour may bring forth that the watcher is set to 
watch there, and that his duty is to be always on the alert 
with a sense of responsibility for his unfailing watchfulness. 
It is this principle to which our Lord calls attention, when 
he enjoins it upon those who love him to be ever on the 
watch for his second coming. Yet, strangely enough, there 
are very many disciples of Jesus who object to the idea of 
being always in watchfulness for his return, just because they 
are not told in the Bible when he isto return. To them, 
therefore, to-day, in peculiar force and freshness his words 
reach: “ Watch therefore: for [or because] ye know not on 
what day your Lord cometh.” 

If the master of the house had known in what watch the thief was 
coming, he would have-watched (v. 43). 
that little word “if”! 


How much hangs on 
A child who had begun to realize its 


force said to her mother, “I wish there wasn’t any ‘if’ in the 
world. When I want to go anywhere or do anything there 
is always an ‘if’ in the way; ‘if it doesn’t rain,’ or ‘if the 





other girls are going,’.or ‘if 1’ll do something else first.’ It’s 
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always an ‘if.’” And as one grows older he sees more and 
more the importance of the “if” Jf we had known before- 
hand the full consequences of our sin, or of our folly, or of our 
carelessness, or of our neglect, how differently we should have 
acted. Jf we could foresee the future as we can review the 
past, how much easier it would be for us to, decide what 
course to pursue. But there is such a thing as getting on in 
the world in spite of all “ifs.” Living in the loving service 
of Christ, and in loving watch for his coming, we need have 
no concern over any “if.” And that is the way for us all 
to live. 

Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find 
a0 doing. .. . He will set him over all that he hath (vs. 46,47). It 
is the one who is found to have been faithful in the darkest 
times who finally has the surest confidence of him to whose 
interests he was faithful. There are a great many who can 
be depended on for show occasions. Comparatively few, 
indeed, will evidence themselves unworthy when they know 
that they are on trial. But the real test is at times when 
one does not suppose he is being tested. It is what one says 
of us behind our backs, and which he has no thought will 
ever reach our ears, that goes for more, as his estimate of us, 
than the warmest words he speaks t8 our faces. Peculiarly is 
it true that the measure of our moral worth is shown rather 
in what we say and do, when remotest from the watch and 
constraints of the Christian community, than in what we 
venture on when we realize that we are under the eye of 
those who know and judge us, If we are faithful servants of 
Christ, we shall never be in any place, or in any occupation, 
in which we should not be glad to have ,him find us when he 
comes to receive his own to himself. 

But if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord tarrieth ; and 
shall... eat and drink with the drunken ; the lord of that servant 
... shall... appoint his portion with the hypocrites (vs. 48-51). 
There are just two classes of persons among those who call 
themselves the servants of Christ: those who live in watchful 
readiness for his return; and those who live for their own 
pleasure or profit, without any constraining thought of his 
immediate coming. Those of the latter class either forget 
that he is coming at all, or they think that there will be time 


enough after this to make ready for that. They often go to 


places where they would not wish him to‘find them, or share 
in occupations at which they would not like to be found by 
him. Their thought is, He is not coming just yet; therefore 
this is well enough for now. Yet his coming will be in an 
hour that they think not of as their crisis hour of probation ; 
and his estimate of their fidelity will then be according to 
these disclosed proofs of their fidelity. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A, F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


Any lesson like this, without any narrative, is hard for the 
younger classes. The teacher must try and make clear thé 
circumstances in which it was spoken, and the trials through 
which the disciples were soon to pass. Persecutions were soon 
to burst upon them, and some of them were to be killed. 
Their city was to be destroyed, and they were to be forced to flee 
intostrange places. Lest they should become discouraged, and 
perhaps become backsliders, the Master warned them before- 
hand to be faithful to him, and to watch lest they should fall 
into the temptations of the evil one. Now, having made the 
application of the lesson to the disciples clear, let the teacher 
go on to make an application to the scholar and his sur- 
roundings. 

What is the first word of our lesson? “Watch.” Who 
utters it? Jesus. To whom did he utter these words? To 
his disciples. Did he say that for them alone? No, he says 
the same to all who are trying to follow him. It is as much 
our duty to watch, as it was the duty of the men of his times. 
See, now, how well men know how to watch in our days! Go 
out into the streets of any great city, and see those men who 
are silently parading the streets. Who are they? They are 
policemen. What are they doing? They are watching. 
Watching to prevent robbers from breaking into houses. If 
you are at sea, go out upon the forecastle deck, at any time of 
the day or night, and you will see a man walking up and down 
the deck. What is he doing? He is watching, lest some ice- 
berg or some other ship should come into collision with his 
own ship. Go into that sick-room, and there see a lonely 
person by the side of the bed of the sick person. What is she 
doing? Watching, lest the loved one should catch a cold, or 
should want some attention. I see acamp, and all around the 
outskirts, I see men pacing to and fro, with muskets shouldered. 
What are they doing? They are watching, lest the enemy 
should come upon them unawares, and should capture the 
camp. All through the world, we may find men carefully 
watching, lest evil of some kind befall them. Men have 
learned this lesson well, along every line of duty, excepting 
only along the religious line. 

But if watchfulness is needful in things secular, is it any 
less necessary in matters that pertaintothesoul? Surely not. 
For spiritual things are more lasting than secular things, and 
the soul is of more value than the body. Dangers lurk on 


every hand; and our great Adversary goes about as a roaring’ 


lion, seeking whom he may devour. We therefore need to be 





continually on our guard, lest we should fall into the snares 
he lays for our feet. But in spite of this, many young disci- 
ples go along as though there were no danger at all. Then 
all at once they fall before some great temptation, and find 
themselves in bitter bondage. How did this happen? In 
the most natural way possible! It was through their own 
utter carelessness. Little sins were overlooked, and so they 
became used to them, and presently these little sins became 
big sins, and the battle was lost. The boy thought that the 
taking of a postage stamp or two was a very small thing. 
But by and by that postage stamp became ten. Then he went 
farther, and took a little money. And before long this small 
theft grew, until at last it could not be hidden any longer, and 
the lad was arrested and sent to jail, Or perhapsthe tempta- 
tion came in a different way. The boy was invited to take a 
glass of strong drink. Only one glass, surely that was not a 
great thing. But the one glass gradually grew to more and 
more, until at last the demon of alcohel gained the mastery, 
and the poor boy found out too late that he was a drunkard. 
Or, again, it may have seemed a small thing to give way to 
one’s temper. But that temptation came so often that, at the 
last, the man, ina fury of rage, smote and killed some fellow- 
man. A murderer he now is, and all through not having 
watched the small beginnings of the sin of anger. 

If you thought that your house was in danger of being entered 
by thieves, when would you watch against them,—before they 
had gained access to the house, or after they were fairly inside ? 
You say “Before they had gained entrance to the house.” 
Yes, and on the same principle, when should we watch for the 
sins which go easily beset us,—before they have gained the 
mastery, or after they have overtaken us? To this question 
there is but one true answer; and yet many a young man first 
dallies with sin, and lets it into his heart, and then, when it is too 
late, he tries to turn it out. Our Saviour said: “ Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” After we are in it, it 
is generally too late. So he taught us to pray, “ Lead us not 
into temptation.” The time to keep out of the whirlpool is 
before you get into it; for after that you are too late, and your 
efforts will likely be unavailing. In all our Christian battle, 
watchfulness is generally more than half the battle. 

When should we watch? Always! But there are times 
when the danger is greater than at others, Every one will 
find that there are circumstances in which he is more liable 
to fall than he is at other times. A man may, for example, 
have few temptations at home, but may meet them like a 
swarm, when he gets down town to his place of business. A 
boy may find that his most dangerous place is at the school, 
where he meets with those who lead him into evil ways. 
Social friendships may be the stumbling-block to others, But 
whatever the time or place of temptation may be, that time 
and that place must be carefully watched by us. There plant 
the sentinels, and bid them give their eyes no sleep, day nor 
night. 

How should we watch? Prayerfully ; for so the Master 
said. “Watch and pray;” this was what Nehemiah did so 
grandly, and this it was that gave him the victory over all 
his enemies, And this same wisdom will ever give to the 
children of God the victory over all their adversaries, Are 
you watching and praying? 





A LAYMAN’S HINTS. 
BY GEORGE W. CABLE. 


Our Lord’s words here are in answer. to two questions that 
came naturally from the disciples—one of which comes as 
naturally from every Christian, and has much to do with 
Christian character. 

Jesus had routed the Jewish leaders from every field save 
that one field of compulsions which his kingdom cannot 
include within its bounds, His disciples had seen that last 
terrible onset of warning denunciations which mercy had 
used when to be terrible was mercy’s last resort. The result 
was merciful; not only to the common priesthood and people 
in showing them the blindness of their blind guides, but to 
many of those leaders themselves; for John, summing up this 
result, says, “ Nevertheless even of the rulers many believed 
on him,’—believed with an unconfessed conviction which 
awaited Pentecost to become conversion. 

Now, the day waning, Jesus, as faithful to the duty of hold- 
ing his own life dear as to the larger duty of holding truth 
and man’s salvation dearer, went out to Olivet and (John 
says plainly) “hid himself.” 
work, and favored the plots of his enemies. A good soldier 
puts his life to no needless risks; and he was the truest, great- 
est soldier that ever lived. 

But he could still teach the twelve ; and when they pointed 
to the temple, he predicted its destruction. Thereupon came 
their two separate questions: 1. “ When shall these things,” 
—the de-nationalizing of God’s church and overthrow of the 
Hebrew priesthood (Matt. 22:13), the destruction of the 
temple and, by natural inference, of Jerusalem with it,— 
“ When shall these things be?” and (2) “ What shall be the 
sign of thy (Christ’s second) coming, and of the end of the 
world?” 

Maybe they confused the two groups of events. It is hard 
yet for Christians to believe that this sad world just as it is 


Night interrupted his public. 





can be “run on Christian principles,” and last. But Jesus 
divides the two matters. 

For instance, see how verse 34 of this twenty-fourth chapter 
answers the first question, while verse 36 answers the second. 
1, “ When shall these things be?” Answer: “This genera- 
tion shall not pass away, till all these things be accomplished.” 
He had already said this but an hour or two before, in the 
temple; and so he emphasizes the repetition by adding, “ My 
words shall not pass away.” 2. “ And what shall be the sign 
of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” Answer: “Of 
that day and hour knoweth no one.” 

Intermediately he teaches the twelve to make this separa- 
tion, They must not infer from men’s statements, or from 
catastrophes in nature or human affairs, that he is about to 
reappear. Christians have needed this lesson ever since. 
Men pretending to be he; war clouds; wars; the rise and fall 
of nations and dynasties ; earthquakes ; famines ; great personal 
trials, pains, and dangers to God’s people; the hatred of 
nations; apostasy of believers ; death itself—these things must 
not deceive them; “all these things are the beginning of 
travail,” not of rest, reward, and joy, as Christ’s coming must 
be. Whoever endures them throughout and faithfully, shall, 
be saved, yet they will not be signs of Christ’s coming. For 
one thing, the gospel must first be preached to all mankind. 

Therefore, even when they see the fall of Jerusalem, they 
must fly, but they must not take it as an omen of his return. 
That return will be impossible to mistake. But, on the other 
hand, it will be immediate, after thosedays. Not necessarily 
instantaneous, not immediate as to time, for the time remains 
unrevealed even to him and the angels ; but immediate—with- 
out the intervention of any warning event or revelation; as 
unforeseen by the general eye as once was Noah's deluge; yet 
not to be looked for by God’s elect as a disaster, but as the 
sweet, green incoming of summer. 

And so, after all, the one great lesson is, Watch. Be ever 
willing, ready, and glad for Christ and the great end to come 
in God’s own time. Be in mind, in heart, attitude, and occu- 
pation, fully keyed to these three revelations: 1. He may tarry 
for ages; 2. He may come to-night; 3. He will surely come 
contrary to common expectation. “Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites!” said he to his wicked husband- 
men, and gave the vineyard to us. But unless we, with 
watchful diligence, faithfully serve him, our portion shall be 
appointed with them. Blessed be God, he takes our poor 
desires and endeavors in lieu of perfect performance. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


What is the last word of our golden text? Whose words 
are those in the text? Where was Jesus when he gave the 
last warning? To whom were the words of woe and warning 
spoken? Over whom did Jesus weep? Why? That Tues- 
day afternoon he stayed a while longer in the temple courts, 
and saw rich men dropping their money into the box called 
the treasury. A poor widow came, and put in only two mites, 
—less than a penny; and of her he said that she had cast in 
more than they all, for it was all her living. If Jesus knew 
all about the widow,—her poverty, ‘arid the love of her heart 
as she worshiped in her giving,—did he not see the heart of 
each one who heard his words that day? Does he see every 
heart now? He speaks to every one, and you and I are 
meant in that golden text. 

Watch.—When Jesus said it, he had left the temple for the 
last time. From the mount of Olives, on the way to Bethany, 
he and the disciples rested; and, looking back to the city, 
they could see its beautiful stones and gates, Jesus told them, 
as they talked of the city and the temple, that the time was 
coming when not one stone should be left upon another. He 
told of trials which should fall upon them, and that the Son 
of man should some time come again to the earth. The Bible 
more than three hundred times speaks of his coming again, 
but it nowhere tells when that coming will be. That is why 
Jesus says to all, “Watch.” He often said, “Take heed.” 
In one chapter in Luke, where he tells the same story as the 
one in to-day’s lesson, the words “take heed” occur four 
times. What does your mother or your teacher mean when 
she tells you, “Don’t be a heedless child”? To watch is to 
be on guard. What ought the city watchmen to be doing 
while you are asleep at night ? 

Be Ready.—Jesus told a story to help us to understand why 
we must watch for his coming. Suppose a man who had a 
house and lands, and many servants, was going on a long jour- 
ney far from home. He would call all his servants together, 
give each one work to do, and tell them to be wise and faith- 
ful while he was gone, and be always ready for his return, 
Lest thieves should break in and steal, he would tell the 
porter to be always on the watch, If they could have known 
at what hour the thief would come, would not they all be 
awake and watching to prevent him from doing any harm? 
If they knew when the master of the house would arrive, 
would they not prepare for him? Would not each one want 
to be found busily and faithfully at work? But suppose the 
master waited long, and the servants became careless and 
wasteful, frolicking and quarreling among each other, and 
just then, when they had not a thought of the master, he 
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should suddenly come upon them. What then? Suppose 
he found them all sleeping in working hours? Could the 
master keep or trust such unfaithful servants? Would not a 
wise servant be always ready for the sudden coming of his 
lord? This was what Jesus meant when he said to his dis- 
ciples: “Therefore be ye also ready: for in an hour that 
ye think not the Son of man cometh.” Jesus plainly told 
the disciples why all should be ready and take heed,—“ for ye 
know not when the time is.” 

Watch and Pray.—In the account of this lesson which Mark 
wrote, along with our golden text, Jesus said: “ Watch and 
pray.” When Jesus gave a command, he also taught how to 
obey it. Luke tells us that he said: “ Watch ye therefore, 
and pray always.” Some time—when, no one on earth knows, 
nor even one of all the angels in heaven—Jesus will come 
again to the earth. He will not come then to suffer and die, 
but to reign forever, Lord of lords and King of kings. Those 
who love him will be with him; and those who loved him in 
life, but whose bodies sleep in the grave, will awake and come 
with him. Those on earth who daily watch and pray will 
be always ready, and will rejoice at the thought of his coming. 
The last prayer in the Bible is the prayer of John the beloved 
disciple. Jesus had said: “I come quickly; and my reward 
is with me, to render to each man according as his work is.” 
The last promise is: “Yea; I come quickly;” and John 
answered with a last, prayer: “ Amen: come, Lord Jesus.” 

How Jesus Comes.—He does not wait for the end of the 
world to come to each one of us. He comes to the children 
every time they hear of his love and of .his calls to them, 
every time they are reminded that he said, “Of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” All these are calls to bid us watch and 
pray, and be faithful. Jesus comes and takes his children to 
himself one by one. Last week a bright, true-hearted boy, 
who had learned all these lessons and golden texts, was sud- 
denly called away from his home to go and be with Jesus in 
heaven. The week before, a dear old lady, one of his chosen 
ones, was taken, Early in the morning the Master called and 
found her ready, watching for his coming. She had long been 
a faithful servant, serving her Lord as a home missionary. 
She had helped the poor, visited them, cared for their wants, 
taught them how to live and how to be ready to die. She 
was glad and cheerful in her long years of service, peaceful 
and happy as Jesus took her to be with him and with all her 
loved ones who had gone years before. So Jesus comes to 
some every day; whether we live until he comes in clouds of 
glory, all his angels with him, or whether he comes to take 
us from the earth one by one, surely he will come. Surely 
too, then, it is wise to be faithful, to watch and work and pray, 
as if each day might be the last. 

How Can Children Watch ?—What would you think of a 
city policeman who was stationed to watch other people and 
keep the peace, and yet who was ill-tempered and quick to 
be angry with everybody? So each little child must watch 
his own heart. Can you do it alone? Pray every day, and 
Jesus will help you to turn from sin, to know and do his will. 
He who says “take heed” will himself watch with you in 
tender love. Does he want children to be solemn and gloomy 
when they are trying to do right? Oh, no! He made you to 
be happy; he gave you your merry, laughing, singing voices. 
Did you ever think that, while he told the grown people that 
they must be converted and become as a little child, he never 
said the children must be converted and become as grown 
people. He likes to have a child love him as a child, trust 
him, and try every day to remember that his watching eye is 
always open. 





ORIENTAL. LESSON-LIGHTS. 
BY SELAH MERRILL, D.D., LL.D. 


“ FAITHFUL AND WISE SERVANT... . Evin SERVANT.”—It 
is not easy for people in America to realize the relations which 
exist between master and servant in Oriental countries to-day, 
and which existed in a much more marked degree in the time 
of our Lord, ‘The master makes a perfect confidant of his 
servant, intrusts him with all important commissions that are 
to be done for the family, lays open to him the secrets of his 
business and household, counsels with him in all matters of 
trouble or doubt, and seeks his sympathy in times of affliction 
and sorrow. An Oriental has no secrets. He must confide 
all his affairs, even those which we think should never be 
mentioned to any one, to somebody, and it has always been 
customary to select the household servant for this. It is 
partly in this way that the servant’s unique position arises, 
Such a servant has great power in his hands. The man who 
could fill such a position so as to bring harm upon no one 
might well be called “wise” as our Lord has done. Cases 
have been known where a household servant has borne an 
almost ideal character. The children and all the family 
love him. He is “ruler” in that house in a sense that 
is almost absolute. One thing which a foreigner notices 


in such a family is the dependence of every member of it 
upon the servant, No one does anything for himself. The 
children are practically helpless; for a servant is at hand, 
or within call, to attend to every want. My impression is 
that since slavery has been abolished in the East there is less 
of this old-style confidence between master and servant than 





there was formerly. The most faithful servants there at pres- 
ent are the black people, most of whom were once slaves. 
They are from the Soodan, and are quite unlike our black 
people, who come from the west coast of Africa. They are 
tall, very erect, have very slight thin figures, thin lips, and 
are perfectly black. On their faces one notices large scars 
where they were cut or branded when they were slaves. Very 
few servants in the East to-day come up to the exceptional or 
ideal cases which I have described. They are still the confi- 
dants of their masters, because it is the custom that they should 
be so. They resort to questionable means to retain control 
over their masters, They take unwarrantable liberties with 
the persons with whom they are commissioned to deal on their 
master’s account. They seek favors and make demands upon 
such persons which they have no right to make. Knowing 
all the secrets of the household, they divulge the same to the 
servants of other families, and in this way great trouble arises. 
They are frequently uncivil to strangers or guests ; and, if com- 
plaint is made, the servant can easily make it appear that he 
was in the right, and that the conduct of the guest was not 
what it should have been. His conduct towards his fellow- 
servants is as described in the lesson,—he domineers over 
them and treats them harshly. He acts only from selfish 
motives; his morals are bad; he is arbitrary, conceited, impu- 
dent, and in every way unworthy of the position he occupies. 


BY JACOB MAYER, PH.D. 


Tue Necessity or Soxicrrovs WaATcHFULNEss.—The 
prophet Malachi, the last of the “ minor prophets,” in whose 
days the second temple was finished, proclaims the approach 
of the Messiah to that temple, as Kimchi explains the first 
verse of the third chapter, namely: “ Behold, I send my mes- 
senger [that is, an angel from heaven, like that mentioned in 
Exod. ‘23 : 20], and he shall prepare the way before me, and 
suddenly shall come to his temple the Lord [that is, the King- 
Messiah], whom ye seek, and the messenger of the covenant ;” 
namely, Elijah, as also the rabbinssay. With this exposition 
of Kimchi’s also Ibn Ezra agrees, who, even in his comment 
on the last verse of the last chapter of the prophet, declares 
that “the prophet Elijah undoubtedly appeared in the times 
of our holy sages.” Still the latter commentator thinks that 
“the Messiah” here spoken of is “the son of Joseph,” who 
was to be slain; and the Messiah, the son of David, was to 
succeed him as the redeemer of Israel, according to the teach- 
ings of the rabbins, who, after mature consideration, arrived 
at the conclusion that the time of his advent could not be 
defined. Hence the duty of the Israelitish believer to expect 
his coming at any time, and to be prepared for his “sudden” 
appearance, when so it pleases God. This is plainly expressed 
in the twelfth article (out of thirteen) of the Jewish faith, 
namely: “I believe with a firm faith in the coming of the 
Messiah ; and, although he tarry, still will I daily wait for 
his coming;” with the recitation of which thirteen articles 
the daily morning prayers close. The inference is he may 
come at any moment, and those who expect him have to be 
ready to receive him in “ repentance” (Kimchi on Isa. 56 : 2; 
Behai on Exod. 3; Sheer Hashsheereem Rabba, 7:5; Sanhe- 
dreem, 97 6), or else “the Holy One, blessed be he, will appoint 
over them a king whose decrees are as hard as those of 
Haman.” True repentance implies anxiety and vigilance, 
and admits of no delay. “ Rabbi Yehoodah ben Pedayah 
said: The wicked, pleading for themselves in the future, will 
ask of God'a reprieve, in order to do repentance. But God 
will rebuff them, saying: Ye fools, the world in which you 
lived is, with reference to this world, like the Sabbath eve to 
the real Sabbath day: he who does not prepare on Sabbath 
eve (his meals for the Sabbath), what can he expect to eat 
on the Sabbath day? (when no cooking or baking must be 
done.) ... And, besides, he ought to have learned from the 
‘ant,’ to which King Solomon directs the ‘sluggard, to con- 
sider her ways, and be wise’ (Prov.6: 6). This little animal, 
which diligently and continually ‘takes time by the forelock,’ 
without being driven to it by a taskmaster, might have set 
you a good example; but in your laziness and folly ye suffered 
the time to pass by without your doing repentance. There- 
fore Solomon said: ‘ How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard?’” 
(Midrash, Prov. 6: 6,7.) Inthe same Midrash, Rab is quoted 
as having said: “It is not permitted to sleep during the day 
longer than sixty respirations of a horse,” in order always to 
be on the alert, never unprepared, when God calls. Thus 
Habakkuk (with Kimchi’s and the rabbins’ interpretation) 
says: “TI will stand upon my watch, and place myself upon a 
fortified structure (tower), and will watch and see what he 
will say unto me” with regard to the future redemption of 
Israel, which he, God, postpones, “the vision being yet for 
an appointed time.” Still God does not disappoint or deceive 
us, for under all circumstances his words will be fulfilled ; 
and though he tarry and prolong the time, wait for him,— 
for he will surely come at the designated time. The Midrash 
on Sheer Hashsheereem has the following on Canticles 5: 2: 
“The Kneseth Israel (that is, the ideal community of Israel) 
exclaims: ‘I sleep, but my heart waketh.’ I am asleep with 
regard to the temple, but my heart is awake in the synagogues 
and schools; I am asleep with regard to the sacrifices offered 
in the temple, but my heart is awake in the performance of 
religious duties; I am asleep with regard to the command- 








ments, but my heart is awake to do them; I am asleep with 
regard to the end of my abject condition, but my heart is 
awake through the ultimate redemption; I am asleep with 
regard to the redemption (of which I do not know the time), 
but my heart is awake in my confidence that the Holy One, 
blessed be he, will redeem me.” So the ideal Israel, with 
the “ ever wakeful heart” waiting for perfect salvation, being 
confident of its coming to pass. 


BY THE REV. EZRA ISAAC, 


“Tue DrunkEn.”—Among some old manuscripts of his 
family, the writer had found the following extract, made by 
one of his ancestors. The legend has frequently been quoted 
by others in various forms. The quaint and different render- 
ing of it, in this instance, induces the writer to give his trans- 
lation of the same: “ When Noah was planting the vineyard, 
Satan asked him, ‘What gvod will it do?’ “It will make 
glad the heart of man,’ says the patriarch. ‘ Let me go into 
partnership with thee,’ says the Adversary. ‘And what good 
willthat do?’ asks Noah. ‘I will cause the wine to strengthen 
(lit., to harden) man’s heart,’ answers the Evil One. Not 
discerning the subtilty of the expression, Noah accepted the 
offer. Satan brought four animals as his share in the busi- 
ness,—a sheep, a lion, an ape, and a sow. Killing these, he 
let their blood run into the roots of the vine. ‘ What is this 
for?’ cried Noah. Says the Enemy: ‘These are the four 
stages a drunkard shall have to pass through. By taking a 
little, he becomes as simple as a sheep, allowing everybody to 
shear him. A little more, he imagines himself a lion,—none 
so violent as he. A little more, he becomes a monkey,— 
jumping and dan¢ing, and imitating all foolishness. And a 
little more, he is turned into a sow that walloweth in the 
mire, forfeiting the good both of this world and of that which 
is to come.” 7 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


On what occasion, and to whom, was the sermon on the 
mount of Olives delivered? How many chapters in Mat- 
thew’s record does it occupy? Name four prominent events 
foretold therein. Make an analysis of the sermon. Quote, 
from the discourse, a reference to the destruction of Jerusalem- 
Quote a reference to the second coming of Christ. Why 
should we give no heed' to the times fixed by men for the 
coming of Christ? (Matt.24: 36.) How may we discern his 
approach? (Matt. 24: 32, 33.) Did, or did not, Noah’s gen- 
eration receive warning of the flood? (2 Peter 2: 5; 1 Peter 
3: 20.) Why were they taken by surprise when the flood 
came? How only can we escape a similar surprise? (v. 42.) 
By what parable did Jesus enforce the lesson of watchful- 
ness? (v. 43.) What other charge did he give? (v. 44.) 
To whom was it given? (v.3.) What is the difference 
between watching and being ready? What divisions will be 
made at Christ’s coming? (vs. 40, 41.) Where shall the one 
be taken while the other is left? (1 Thess; 4: 15-17.) .What 
change shall they undergo? (1 Cor. 15: 51-53.) 

In what does readiness for Christ’s coming consist? (vs. 45, 
46.) How was this parable peculiarly fitting to those 
addressed? (John 21: 17, 1.c.) Who compose the Lord’s 
household? What is the reward of fidelity toward God in 
little things? (v. 47; 25: 21.) Should we, or should we not, 
have regard unto the recompense? Give an example of one 
who did have such regard (Heb. 11: 24-26). Is it, or is 
it not, wise to incite to effort in Bible study by the offer of 
rewards? Why is the offer of prizes more generally con- 
demned than the offer of rewards? What doctrine concern- 
ing Christ’s coming tends to careless living? (vs. 48, 49.) 
Why has he delayed his coming so long? (2 Peter 3: 8, 9.) 
How should we regard the consummation of all things? (2 
Peter 3: 11-14.) What shall be the portion of all those who 
are not looking for their Lord at his coming? (vs. 50, 51.) 
Name some ways in which we can hasten his coming (Matt. 
6: 10; 24:14). What can we do to decrease the number 
who shall be eternally banished from his presence? 


BY EUGENE TAPPAN, 


Teachers’ Questions—1. What is the subject of the lesson? 
2. Repeat the first verse. 3. Repeat another verse like it, in 
the lesson. 4. What is an equivalent expression for “watch”? 
5. Tell about the householder and the thief. 6. How would 
a thief break through a house? 7. Explain the single word 
“goodman.” 8. Howis spiritual readiness like a householder 
on the watch? 9. What reason is given for watching? 10. 
How can I watch and still keep at work? 11. What question 
does Jesus ask? 12. Answer the question by describing such a 
servant. 13. How does such a servant show his faithfulness? 
14. How does such a servant show his wisdom? 15. How 
does the servant get ready for his master’s return? 16. Illus- 
trate Christian watchfulness by the servant’s conduct. 17. 
State the good servant’s reward. 18. How can he be called 
“that evil servant”? 19. What is the servant supposed to 
say to himself? 20. What bad things is the servant supposed 
todo? 21. How long does the servant intend to do ill? 22. 
When will the lord of that servant come? 23. What will be 
the punishment of the evil servant? 24. What emphasis has 
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“there”? 25. How will watchfulness keep me from sin? 26. 
How will watchfulness keep me at work for God? 27. At 
what time in my life will Jesus come? 

Superintendent's Questions.—1. Give the first word in the 
lesson. 2. Give the last word of the golden text. 3. Repeat 
the gdiden text. 4. Why should we watch? 5. How does 
Jesus wish to find us when he comes? 





QUESTIONS FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


BY BENSON VAN VLIET, 


1, Towhom did Jesus address the words of our lesson, and un- 
der what circutmstances? 2. Since they could not know what hour 


their lord would come, what were they therefore AKE. 

todo? 3. What is implied in the word “watch”? 1 \ | oa 
4. What is the best preparation for the coming alt. 

of the Son of man? (v. 44.) 5. What example was given of 
faithful watching? 6. What reward hath that servant whom 
his lord, when he cometh, shall find so doing? 7. What 
example of unfaithfulness was stated? 8. What punishment 
was at last meted out tohim? 9. For whom are watchers 


responsible besides themselves? 10. “Will Jesus find us 
watching?” (Gospel Hymns Consolidated, No. 259.) 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





OUR ABSENT LORD'S 








PROMISE, “*‘cometh’» 
WARNING, ““cn'witet Gay.” 
COMMAND, ““ineretore.” 
YE KNOW 
‘NOT WHEN 
NOT HOW 


HE WILL COME 


THEREFORE BE YE ALSO READY. 


ONLY THAT 

















HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


‘“* My soul, be on thy guard.” 

“The Saviour bids us watch and pray.” 
“ Am I a soldier of the cross.” 

“ Onward, Christian soldier.” 

“Stand up, stand up for Jesus,” 

“Ye servants of the Lord.” 

“Lo, the day of God is breaking.” 








“BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—_—_—__—_ 
PROFESSOR FISHER’S CHURCH HISTORY* 


It often is asked: “ What is the best one-volume his- 
tory of the Christian Church? Milner is out of date. 
Hase and Kurtz write too much from the German point 
of view. White’s Eighteen Christian Centuries is too 
Macaulayish, and tells too little about the order and 
doctrines of the church. What shall I get that does 
justice to American development as well as that of 
Europe?” There are but two books which meet the 
need of such inquirers. The one-volume history by 
Professor Blackburne of Chicago deserves to be better 
known than it is. It is a vigorously written and sugges- 
tive book, and casts side-lights on many chapters of the 
history, which give it an independent value. But Pro- 
fessor Fisher’s more recent work is altogether the best 
that has appeared. Itis fitted for general readers in that 
both its compass and its method make it available to 
those who have no time for either a big book or one 
which demands much preliminary knowledge; and yet 
the student of theology and the theologian will recognize 
in it a scholarly thoroughness, which entitles it to an 
honored place among their text-books. 

Professor Fisher adopts what the Germans call the 
pragmatical method of dealing with history. It is that 
to which English readers are most accustomed, as it is 
that adopted by nearly all the ablest historians in our 
literature, and by Ranke and others outside of it. It 
recognizes in the immediate concatenation of cause and 
effect the highest explanation of history. Those who 
pursue this method are not fond (like the French) of 
broad generalizations, or (like the Germans) of historical 
philosophy. They distrust these as likely to interfere 
with that loyalty to fact which is the first point in the 

* History of the Christian Church. By George Park Fisher, D.D., 

-» Titus Street Professor of Ecclesiastical History in Yale Uni- 


versity, Withmaps. 5348 inches, pp. xiii, 701. 1887. New York: 
Charles Scribner’ Vocus tds $8.50. oe 





ethics of the historian. They do not trouble themselves 
with the preliminary questions: Why write history at 
all? What meaning is therein it? Is it not, as Scho- 
penhauer says, as destitute of rational significance as the 
fightings of the wild beasts in the forest? Professor 
Fisher takes the answer to these questions for granted, 
and proceeds to put before his readers “ the most impor- 
tant facts of church history.” Yet it is just here that 
many readers will feel a want of something more. The 
mind cannot rest in these great accumulations of fact, 
any more than it could rest in the gathered facts of the 
natural sciences before Darwin gave them order and 
unity. “ Fowk are metapheesical,’” Cosmo Cupple says 
in George Macdonald’s best book, The human mind 
philosophizes instinctively ; and there is no escape from 
bad philosophies of history, written. by men who have 
not taken the pains to know the facts, except in a good 
philosophy by those who do know them. Behind all 
these compactly arranged facts must lie a philosophy of 
religious history which, for instance, determines the 
relation of scholasticism, theocracy, und mysticism to 
each other, and the reason why the dominance of each 
produces a reaction to the others, 

In the current sense of the word, Professor Fisher is 
eminently philosophical. He isa thoroughly fair-minded 
man, and tries to write history with an entire disengage- 
ment from his personal opinions and prejudices. This 
meets us in every period he treats of Such passages as 
those in which he does justice to gnosticism (p. 78), to 
the good side of medisval religion (p. 228), to the char- 
acter of Charles I. (pp. 400, 401), to the learning and 
ability of Laud (p. 402), and his careful, unexaggerated 
estimate of certain popes, are instances of his openness 
to facts which may seem out of harmony with his own 
position. And if Presbyterians think he makes a slip 
in speaking of “the complete Presbyterian hierarchy ” 
(p. 367), and of “lay elders” (p, 418), they have not 
much more to complain of. 

Of course, no man can disengage himself from his own 
point of view, or rid himself of his personal limitations. 
Professor Fisher has to estimate which are “the most 
important facts of church history,” according to his own 
standards of weight and measure. The side of the his- 
tory to which he does the least justice is the influence of 
Christian mysticism. There does not appear to be any 
reference to the Neoplatonists collectively or individually, 
except to Julian, and not to him in that capacity. The 
pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite is named only in con- 
nection with the history of France’s conversion (p. 33). 
There is no mention of the writings which pass under his 
name, and through which the speculations of Plotinus 
became embedded in the theology of both Greek and 
Latin Christendom. The Teutonic mystics of the middle 
ages get just twenty-two lines (pp. 277, 278); and only 
Tauler, 4 Kempis, and the “German Theology” are 
mentioned, the latter with the erroneous statement that 
Luther ascribed it to Tauler. Luther merely asserted 
the similarity of its contents to Tauler’s “Sermons.” 
Meister Eckart, the greatest of the school, Heinrich 
Sense, and Jan Ruysbroek are passed over, as are Gerard 
Groote and the rest of the interesting group to which 
a Kempis belonged. In the last period, Jakob Boehme 
comes in (p. 649) as a sort of afterthought, when every- 
body else has been disposed of. There is no account of 
the far-reaching influence he has exerted by his writings 
in Germany, France, England, and America, except as 
regards William Law (p. 614); and no clew is given to 
his theosophy except the misleading one of com- 
paring it to passages of mystical elevation in Jonathan 
Edwards and Samuel Hopkins. De Sales, Molinos, 
Fénelon, and Guyon are not overlooked; but Teresa 
and Juan de la Cruz are never named. 

In the chronological subdivision of the work, Professor 
Fisher recognizes four ancient, three mediwval, and two 
modern periods, Had these numbers been reversed, the 
distribution would have been better. The narrative 


down to the end of the Reformation gives the impression 


of masterly arrangement of the materials, Professor 
Fisher has them well in hand. But this impression dis- 
appears in the one hundred and eighty pages which are 
given to events since 1648. A subdivision of the two 
hundred and forty years at the point of the French 
Revolution would have contributed to clearness of 
arrangement. 

The four “ancient” periods—ending, A. D. 800, with 
the coronation of Charles the Great—fill one hundred 
and sixty-two pages. These pages represent an amount 
of work in the careful appreciation of disputed points, 
and in the selection of facts, which no one who has not 
gone over the ground will entirely appreciate. It marks 
a gain in common understanding that Professor Fisher 
is able to agree with Bishop Lightfoot on that much dis- 





puted point the origin of the episcopate, and also as to 
which of the epistles ascribed to Ignatius are genuine, 
On a few points—but very few—he is open to correction, 
His account of the early Irish church errs in his trans- 
forming into “cloisters” the church tribes established 
by Patrick (p. 96), and transferred by Columba to the 
sister island (p. 114). Professor Bright, in his Chapters 
of Early English Church History, gives a better account 
of this queer Irish system of church order. The dates 
given for the life of Ulphilas, the Apostle of the Goths, 
have been shown by Bessell to be too great by several 
years. The fact that the great christological heresies 
finally found a home in the Oriental as distinguished 
from the Greek provinces of the Byzantine empire, has 
a political significance which Mr. Freeman first noticed, 
but which Professor Fisher ignores. 

The three medisval periods fill one hundred and twenty- 
four pages, and show nearly as much painstaking, but less ~ 
equal results. Sometimes, as in the account of Frederick 
IL., the narrative is spirited and graphic in a way which 
indicates a close study of the sources. And always theré 
is evidence of conscientious care in doing justice to the 
character of the great actors on the stage of history. Pro- 
fessor Fisher hardly does justice to Hildebrand, and does 
more than justice to Innocent III., his rival for the first 
place in the list of popes. Mr. Lea has given reason for 
attaching the stigma of craftiness to the latter pope, even 
more than to his great predecessor, To Protestants, Hilde- 
brand is odious as the churchman who converted the 
tradition in favor of clerical celibacy into a binding law. 
But in an age when the conversion of feudal fiefs from 
life-long hereditary tenure was affecting the church and 
tending to establish a hereditary clergy, there was some- 
thing to be said in favor even of compulsory celibacy of 
the clergy. It was a heroic remedy fora terrible impend- 
ing evil. A fewslips may be noticed, The false“ Donation 
of Constantine” conveyed to the papacy “Italy or the 
provinces of Western regions.” This means only the 
peninsula and the adjacent islands, as Dr. Ddéllinger has 
shown in his Papst-Fabeln. The notion that included 
“the provinces which make up the Western Roman Em- 
pire” (p. 170) was unknown till the twelfth century, 
and not put forward by any pope before the thirteenth. 
Bernard de Morlaix (not Morlas), the monk of Cluny, 
who wrote the De Contemp u Mundi, may have been @ 
friend of Bernard of Clairvaux, as they were contem- 
poraries. But there is no evidence of the fact, and, as the 
greater Bernard was not on particularly good terms with 
Cluny and its monks, the presumption isagainstit. The 
part played by Frederick II. in the development of laws 
against heretics is not mentioned ; it has been brought out 
by Mr. Lea. 

In the discussion of the Reformation period, Professor 
Fisher, of course, is on familiar ground. In view of the 
inaccurate way in which this period is treated even in 
works specifically devoted to it, it is pleasant to observe 
the firm touch with which he proceeds. And his impar- 
tiality in dealing with men, while he stands firmly by 
principles, is admirable. He has an eye for character- 
istic greatness in all the reformers, different as they are, 
Some of the secondary characters, however, deserve fuller 
notice. Sebastien Castellio (1514-1563) should have been 
named as the first Protestant who put himself forward as 
the champion of complete religious toleration. John 
4 Lasco’s significance in the development of the Presby- 
terian order of church government is overlooked by Pro- 
fessor Fisher, as by nearly everybody. He—Professor 
Fisher—does not explain the Scotch term “ tulchan ” (or 
dummy) bishops. He evidently mistakes Andrew Mel- 
ville’s address to King James (p. 397), as in Scotch 
“God’s silly vassal ” means no worse than “mere vassal,” 
“silly ” being old Scotch for “simple” in the better as 
well as the worse sense of the word. He is in error in 
speaking (p. 403) of the liturgy the Scotch cast out in 
1638 as “the English prayer-book.” In Mr. Burton’s 
“ History of Scotland ” he will find an analysis of it which 
shows it to have been much more offensive to the Scotch 
than any prayer-book ever accepted in England could 
have been. Neither in his account of Roger Williams 
(p. 472) nor in that of the Quakers does he describe the 
Seekers. Yet Williams appears to have been the first 
Seeker, and Penn expressly traces the origin of the 
Quakers to them. In his account of the rise of the 
Quakers in the next chapter (pp. 490-493), he makes no 
mention of Edward Burroughs, who was second only to 
George Fox; and he says nothing of the establishment of 
the Discipline in 1666-68, and the secession of those who 
regarded it as a desertion of the “Inward Light” prin- 
ciple. He is again in error (p. 427) in connecting David 
Joris with the “ Family of Love.” 

In the one hundred and seventy-one pages which cover | 
the events from the peace of Westphalia to the present, | 
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as has been said already, the arrangement is defective, 
But it contains a great deal of well-digested information, 
especially about the church history of America, which is 
not to be found in any other handbook. No side of our 
national history has been more neglected than that which 
pertains to our religious life; and the request extended 
to our countryman, Professor C. René Gregory, to lecture 
on this subject at Leipsic, shows how inaccessible has 
been authentic information on a topic of interest even to 
European scholars. In what Professor Fisher tells us, 
the chief fault is, that he limits himself too much to 
what occurred in New England. Thus his account of the 
great awakening of 1740 contains no mention of Shubbael 
Stearns, the Connecticut “separatist,” who carried the 
influence of that revival into Virginia and the Carolinas, 
and thus built up the Baptist denomination into the rela- 
tive strength and importance it still possesses in the 
South. He has no mention of the “Christian” denomi- 
nation which originated independently in three parts of the 
country at once. In his statistical table he seems to con- 
found them with the Disciples, which did absorb a large 
part of them in the West, but which was quite a different 
body. He isin error, also, in his account of the Disciples 
where he says that Alexander Campbell, “a licentiate of 
the Seceder Church in Scotland, became a Presbyterian 
pastor in Pennsylvania” (p. 565). Alexander Campbell, 
under the influence of the Haldanes, had ceased to be a 
Presbyterian, in any sense, before he came to America; 
his father, Thomas Campbell, had left the American 
Seceder Church before his son’s arrival in this country. 
Thomas Campbell was the real originator of the move- 
ment which led to the new organization, and his son was 
first ‘icensed to preach by the Christian Association in 
1811, Neither father nor son ever were Presbyterians. 
It is not quite accurate to say that “many of the mem- 
bers” of the Reformed Presbyterian Church object to the 
Constitution of the United States “as infidel,” and there- 
fore will not vote. In 1838 the body divided on this 
question: that which is under the government of the 
general synod accepts the constitution and exercises the 
suffrage. The stricter branch forbids its members to 
vote, and there is a still stricter and smaller body which 
forbids them to associate with other persons for the pro- 
motion of any moral or religious object. The position and 
the divisions among the Mennonites and Dunkers call 
for a fuller statement (p. 565). The Church of God 
(“ Winnebrennarians”), the Bible Christians, the 
Adventists, the Evangelical Association, the Shakers, 
and some smaller bodies, are passed over without men- 
tion. Nor in the account of the Roman Catholic Church 
is anything said of the Paulist order founded by Father 
Hecker for the conversion of Americans to Romanism. 

In what is said of other countries, Professor Fisher 
treads ground already covered by other historians, and 
therefore runs much less risk of making slips, It was 
not “the doctrine of universal atonement” (p. 555), but 
that of universal pardon, for teaching which M’Leod 
Campbell was deposed. His obligations, and also those 
of Frederick Maurice, to Thomas Erskine, should have 
beer noticed here. Maurice would have objected very 
strongly to the statement (p. 640) that he “called in ques- 
tion” the eternity of future punishment. He did not 
even deny the endlessness of future punishment; what 
he was deprived of his professorship in King’s College 
for teaching, was that eternity is not the same as endless- 
ness. Universalism he never taught. In every era Pro- 
fessor Fisher introduces some accountof hymnology, It 
is curious to see that he speaks of Toplady as the author of 

“When languor and disease invade 

« This trembling house of clay,” 
and says nothing of his far more famous hymn. In this 
department much more might have been said of modern 
hymnology than in the last paragraph, and especially of 
the enrichment of our hymnals from Greek, Latin, and 
German sources. 

Corrections have been freely suggested because this is a 
book which is sure to see more than one edition, and 
every one should be glad to help to make it perfect. 
Church history is the field in which the theological 
scholarship of America has effected the least. It is a 
matter of satisfaction that Professor Fisher gives us a 
book which helps to take away our reproach in this 


respect, and which is a better summary than England 
has to show. 





Mr. H. G. O. Blake, the custodian of the manuscripts 


‘left by Henry D. Thoreau, has prepared for publication 


another volume of related extracts, this time on the subject 
of Winter. These notes from Thoreau’s diary do not differ, | 
in general character, from those previously published since 
the author’s death; it will be remembered that only two 





af the long list of Thoreau’s books appeared in his life- 


time, ‘Neither does the present collection cause us to 
change the best recognized estimate of the man, who was 
the ablest and most original nature-observer who ever 
added to our literature, but was also cold, selfish, and 
bound by very injurious limitations of character and 
range. Mr. Blake contributes an introduction which is 
almost the best part of the book, in which he properly 
argues that the true development of the individual is the 
real life of man, which is more than mere attainment or 
conspicuous achievement. On the title-page, too, Mr. 
Blake prints these strong lines from Browning: 
“Knowledge means 

Ever-renewed assurance by defeat 

That victory is somehow still to reach ; 

But love is victory, the prize itself.” 
In this very thing, however, lay Thoreau’s great and 
constant lack; he was not largely human; and the iso- 
lation of nature can no more take the place of manly 
duty than can the selfish materialism of the city street. 
(74 X 54 inches, cloth, pp. vi, 439. Boston: Houghton, 
Mifflin, & Co. Price, $1.50.) 


Mr. Henry M. Brooks, of Salem, Massachusetts, is the 
compiler of a little library of booklets bearing the gen- 
eral title of The Olden-Time Series, in which he presents 
clippings from Salem and Boston papers of long-ago 
on bygone Sundays, punishments, lotteries, advertise- 
ments, spinning-wheels, etc., in New England. His 
Olden-Time Music was apparently designed for the same 
series, but, having swollen to thrice the usual size, is issued 
separately. It has the merits and faults of its predeces- 
sors. It proffers much curious information, diligently 
culled from dusty old newspaper files, and attractively 
printed, often in fac-simile; but it shows no adequate 
literary skill or sense of perspective on the editor’s part. 
Something more than antiquarian interest and pen, paste- 
pot, and paper, are needed to prepare a really valuable 
book of thissort. Thus the editor, as in his Olden-Time 
Sunday, girds at the well-known faults and bigotries of 
the Puritans, but fails to show any sense of their noble 
and massive qualities of spiritual and social strength; 
while in mere matters of detail he makes slips of care- 
lessness. Two or three “first church-organs made in 
New England” are chronicled in various parts of the 
book. (74 X 5 inches, cloth, illustrated, pp. xx, 283. 
Boston: Ticknor & Co. Price, $1.50.) 


A round dozen of books by Samuel Smiles have been 
reissued in America; and his original biographies, 
edited memoirs, popular histories, and helpful essays 
have been cordially and justly welcomed. Of the list, 
Self-Help, Character, Thrift, and Duty, with their 
numerous suggestive hints and personal anecdotes, have 
been most widely popular, though the Stephenson and 
other biographies are hardly less truly “illustrations of 
character, conduct, and perseverance,” or of “courage, 
patience, and endurance,”—sub-titles, respectively, of 
Self-Help and Duty. Mr. Smiles’s latest book, Life and 
Labor ; or, Characteristics of Men of Industry, Culture, 
and Genius, has “ been written on the lines of self-help 
and character,” says the author; and it equals its well- 
known predecessors in merit. It is packed full of whole- 
some counsel and example, didacticism being made pal- 
atable by the author’s pleasant style and copious use of 
anecdote. One of Mr. Smiles’s books in a country 
library may be, to some young reader, the starting-point 
of a long career of manly service in the world. (73 X 43 
inches, cloth, pp. 448. New York: Harper and Brothers. 
Price, $1.00.) 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1888. 




















Florida, state, at Gainesville..........ssccceesececeses seneeeees April 4-6 
Kentucky, state, at Lowisville.............00scscccses coorenees April 5, 6 
Kansas, state, at MacPherson.............000 Ge vegesathaawsese May 3-5 
Illinois, state, at Rockford May 22-24 
Nebraska, state, at York............sccscscccsece covcveee cesses May 22-24 
Oregon, state, at Albany.......... Soucivdhach hts tes tee daseiase May 22-24 
New York, state, at Rochester...............00 cee: ceeee eeceeeees June 5-7 
POEM, MR, WE Ha vcaiccccs coscccccnceccncnccnsctne scapes eseces June 5-8 
Towa, state, at Dubuque...............ccccccesoscsseee sevseeees June 12-14 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK ABROAD. 


The grand- work inaugurated by the Foreign Sunday- 
school Association, and continued under its fostering care 
and supervision, goes bravely on. Letters from Italy report 
that Michele Fereri has at Poggio Mirteto a Sunday-school 
which has recently grown from thirty-six to 102. Nearly 
all are children of Roman Catholic parents who read the 
Amico (furnished by the Foreign Sunday-school Associa- 


tion) with as much interest as their children. One of 
them recently said that the Amico is more Christian than 
the papers of his own church. Charity is developing in 
the hearts of the children of the Sunday-school at Pisa. 
Having listened to an exposition of the words, “ Blessed 
are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy,” several of 
the poorest made a collection (often going without food 
to do it) among themselves, which amounted to seven lire 
($1.40), for the sufferers by the earthquake at Liguria,— 
so writes Pastor Ribeth. A child of seven, belonging to 
one of the Sunday-schools at Florence which has 300 
pupils, having been turned out of doors by her mother 
for persisting in attending the school, was, after sleeping 
in the fields for nearly a week, taken in and cared for by 
another Sunday-school scholar and her mother, who were 
themselves so poor as often to be obliged to go without 
ameal. Miss Jane Cox, assistant teacher in Mr. Com- 
mandi’s school, is responsible for this story. A very 
interesting letter from Terre Pellice tells the story of a 
young printer of Turin, who was driven from his home, 
and turned out of the factory where he worked, because 
of his conversion to Protestantism, and his persistency in 
preaching his new faith to his comrades. This wasseven 
years ago. He is now—at twenty-four years old—in 
another printing establishment, and devotes his spare 
time to holding evangelistic services in three different 
stations in the Waldensian valleys, besides carrying on a 
Sunday-school of twenty pupils. Mr, Revel, of Caltani- 
zetta, finds The Sunday School Times most suggestive 
and cheering in his work. 

Twelve years of steady Sunday-school work in Langen- 
heim has produced such a change in the low-class, unlet- 
tered population as greatly to cheer the faithful pastor’s 
wife, who inaugurated the movement. It is one of her 
chief desires to build up a good library filled with Chris- 
tian writings for the youth. When the lady’s son, a 
pastor, married and settled in a parish where he must 
hold three services a day, she spent eleven days there, 
and taught them how one should begin a Sunday-school. 
Most of the late German letters abound in thanks for the 
picture-cards (Christmas, etc.) which were contributed by 
various Sunday-schools in this country and forwarded 
to destitute schools abroad. The Foreign Sunday-school 
Association would be glad to receive many more of these 
cards. The schools of Traum, Upper Austria, and Stu- 
pico, Bohemia, also send warm thanks for these cards. 

In Bohemia, Hungary, and Slavonia, Sunday-school 
work encounters many difficulties. The people are poor, 
and cannot provide suitable clothing; the population is 
scattered, and the distances which the children must 
walk are very great. Agriculture is the general occupa- 
tion, and the children old enough to go to the schools 
are, at some seasons, wanted in the fields; and among 
their elders Sabbath-keeping is not much practiced. 
Nevertheless, the pastors keep faithfully to their work, 
and the Rey. Mr. Szalatnay of Celim expresses himself 
as “very satisfied to state that the Sunday-school work 
in Bohemia is still growing; the number of schools 
increases every year.” Mr. Szalatnay is about to open 
the seventh Sunday-school in his parish, which he hopes 
will be an acorn in the village of Pecek in the establish- 
ment of a congregation. 

Sunday-schools in the vast Russian empire as yet are 
only established among the races not connected with the 
Greek Church. ~At Dorfat there is a German Sunday- 
school of 400 children, and another among the Estho- 
nians with 600. They are held every Sunday afternoon 
in different churches, both using the same Lutheran 
liturgies in different languages. The great difficulty is 
to find permanent teachers; being supplied by the uni- 
versity, they are of necessity fluctuating. A teachers’- 
meeting is held every Friday. There are five similar 
schools in St. Petersburg. 

Bulgaria sends an interesting account of the Sunday- 
school .at Philippopolis, which is progressing, having 
doubled itself within a year. The two young men’s Bible 
classes are a pride, and their progress in Christian knowl- 
edge and life is noticed by all. Mr. Tongeroff expects 
great blessings to the nation from the Sunday-schools. 

The Sunday-school at Brussels gathered 400 childyen 
at its last festival. Ninety of these belong to a mission 
which is accomplishing a great work among the Roman 
Catholic families in their neighborhood. Twenty-eight 
such families are in attendance, the mothers having been 
drawn by their children. There are three schools at 
Lize-Seraing. The missions at Jumal and Bonserto are 
both flourishing. Quite a revival has occurred in con- 
nection with the new school at Fl’ Malle Haute. There 
are about fifty scholars, and at least a dozen families have 
come into the church, 

At Matazunzas, Cuba, there is a Sunday-school of 





seventeen children, fifteen older persons, and five teach- 
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ers, under the care of the missionary 
Diaz. There is great enthusiasm for the 
gospel, in spite of the persecutions which 
the little band of Protestants are con- 
stantly enduring. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 
127,000 copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 
ing rate 48°'$1.00 per line, with discounts of 
from 5 per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent 
on an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, or @ uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such @ position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, 80 far as tt will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher’s idea of the. general. make-up of 
the advertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on an appearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates. 








EDUCATIONAL. 





RS, J. A. BOGARDUS, Home School for 
Young Ladies, 4035 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 
Fifteenth year begins Sept. 22. 


BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL. 


THE EW v ok WORD RDEN, 
1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 











“Will be read with eager interest 
by all those who remember the 
extraordinary charm of The 
Marquis of Penalta.”—Chris- 
tian Union. 


_MAXIMINA. 


By DoN ARMANDO PALACIO VaLpzs, author of “ The 

Marquis of Penalta.” 12mo,; $1.49 

“Where did Valdes learn this » OE story of 
Maximina? A more lovely character it would indeed 
be difficult to find.”—W. ¥. Tribune, 

“Of entrancing interest.”—Albany Press, 

“As a picture of Madrid society this story is un- 
purpassed.”—Commerciat Bulletin, 

“The simplicity, beauty, and pathos of the main 
line of the. story combine to give ‘Maximina’ a 
charm which belongs to very few works of fiction.”’— 
Christian Union. 

“One of the most exquisite novels of the day.”— 
Boston Traveller. 


“Stands conspicuously among the best books of the 
day.” — Utica Press, 


Thomas Y. Crowell & Co., 
13 Astor Place, New York. 
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ONTINUING thi li 

e i 
of publishing pod 
al articles of special interest to 
SAREA studentsof the International 
Sunday-school lessons (see ‘‘Pha- 
raoh,”’ ‘“The Sea of ey ee) 

THE APRIL mi ENTUR 


RICHLY. ILLUSTRATED 
—— PAPER ON 
PALESTINE, 


ENTITLED 
“FROM DAN To BEERSHEBA,”’ 


Been diesa with nearly a score of interest- 
ing Yngravings made from photographs re- 
cently taken by Mr. Edward L. Wilson. Zvery 
teacher should have this number in his Sunday- 
school class, Ready Saturday, March rst. 














#6 The Last volume read 


of reas 
DY AT COM 


ENTARY O 

E NEW TESTAMENT, You 

Prince of ume XI., Janes, Peter, John, Jude,.now 
ready, completing this famous work, 
Pronounced by scholars to be the best 

Exegetes,” commentary on the New Testament in 
the world. Royal 8vo, cloth. Price, 

$3.00 per volume. 
FUNK & WAGNALES, Publishers. Astor Place, N.Y. 


NEW 8. 8. CATALOGUE of Library 
Books, Scripture Text Cards, and Sup- 
plies, now ready. 48 pages. Free. 
2 GODENOUGH & WOGLOM, 


Nassau STREET, NEW YORK. 








Then send a 

mde ae 

send you will [REWARD CARDS ferent ones, 
NIVER PUB. CO., Albany, N. Y. 


“OXFORD” 


Teachers’ Bibles 
T. NELSON & SONS, 42 Bleecker St., N. ¥, 





edge.” —Press, Albany. 


York City. 


burgh. 


A GOOD ATLAS. 


ALDEN’S HOME ATLAS of the WORLD. In one large quarto vol., 11x14 inches in 
size, containing more handsomely engraved and colored maps, and of a better quality than ever 
before found in an Atlas selling at less than $10.00. Also an index of over 5,000 cities, rivers, moun- 
tains, ete,, throughout the world, showing exact location. Cloth, price $2.00; postage 30c. 


An enlarged edition, giving a total of 112 pages of finely en- 
graved and colored maps.. It now leads any $10.00 Atlas in the field. 
“Five’ dollars would be cheap for it. At two dollars it is half a gift.” 
—Herald of Gospel Liberty, Dayton, O. 
useful work and at a price one-fifth of that usually charged.”—Mail, 


Worth $10. 


heretofore for $10.00.”—Post, Pittsburgh. 
and attractive; contains all the latest additions to geographical knowl- 
** It leaves nothing to be desired in the way of 
maps. It is a magnificent book.”—Christian Standard, Cincinnati. 
“ Handsome and so marvelously cheap that it will doubtless find an im- 
mense sale.”—Messenger, Philadelphia. 
tion, and of price.”—Church Press, New 
“Ts just the kind for which 
there is a real need.” —Press, Philadelphia. “It is one of the marvels of 
cheapness for which American readers are already much indebted to this 
publisher.”—Christian Cynosure, Ohicago. “Admirable maps, hand- 
somely engraved and printed in colors.”~—Christian Advocate, Pitts- 
“Its maps really cover the solid globe. It is one of the mam- 
moth ten-dollar works that Mr. Alden expects to make money by selling 
for two dollars.”— Christian Leader, Boston. 
for every country of any importance—and many of these maps are well 
executed and contain the latest geographical data—every considerable 
town is included in an alphabetical list, with the country where situated, 
and the latitude and longitude.” —The Bulletin, San Francisco, Cal. 

THE EARTH FOR 25 CENTS! 
quarto Atlas with Aptzn’s Hanpy Arias or THe Wortp, which sells 
(sells like “ hot cakes”’!) for 25 cents; postage, 4c. 


The Literary Revolution Catalogue (84 pages) sent free on application. 
ALDEN’s publications are NOT sold by book-sellers—no discounts except to Stockholders, Books 
sent for examination before payment, satisfactory reference being given. 


JOHN B. ALDEN, Publisher, NEW YORK: 


893 Pearl St.; P. O. Box 1227. CHICAGO : Lakeside Building, Clark and Adams Sts 


“A most comprehensive and 


Chicago. “Is equal, if not 
superior, to atlases published 
“Handsome, convenient 


“A marvel of art, of informa- 


Price $2. 


“ Besides giving a map 


Don’t confuse the above great 
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Pastors, Committees and Others look=- 
ing for a New Hymn Book, send for 
free returnable copies of 


Carmina Sanctorum, 


Or HYMNS AND SONCS OF PRAISE. 
Edited by the REV. DRS. HITCHCOCK, EDDY, and MUDGEE. 


A. §, BARNES & C0., Publishers, NEW YORK and CHICAGO. 

















ag oy the choicest gems for 


400 Choice Recitations and Readings, 


bound in handsome litho; r cover, mailed to any address, postpaid, for 30 centsin stamps. This book 
on ecling and and we aamemtes satisfaction or will refund the money. Address, 
J. S. OGILVIE & CO., Publishers, 57 Rose Street, New York. 





Great Reduction in Prices, 
Golden Text Designs 








FOR THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOQOL. ss 
PRICES: AY fs 
100 sets for 3mos, (1200designs),$5.25 // <> ii 
10 * “ 1year (4300 “ »),19.00( 9 WY, 
Smaller lots at same rates, except § LEER GT 


sample lots of 5 sets or less, which 
are 10 cents for each set per quarter, 
Write for samples, enclosing 10c. 


WILLIAM H. HART, JR., 
242 Chestnut St., Philad’a, Pa. 


THE ARBUTUS. 


Good, Pure, Beautiful. 


Sixteen Compiete Stories Each Issue. 


One of the most elegantly printed papers in the 
country, on heavy tinted paper, a delight to all who 
admire fine work. Parents who see the evils of the 





THE ARBUTU: 
No. 9 MurRay ST. (Room 8), New York, N. Y. 
Send postal note when possible. 
Do you know the admira- 
ble magazine Wide Awake 
can be obtained at the 


news stands for 20 cents? 








THE ‘BLACKBOARD. 


—We bh - 
Parish Newspapers.— my ae. 
conducting a Parish Newspaper. nd a 2c, stamp 





Price, 50 cents per vear ; 15 cents ter. 
WARD & DEUMMOND, Hew Kork, 


4 


for samples explaining the varions ns. 
MacCalia & Co., 237-9 Bre Rane me, 





All Books and Publications at Wholesale 
To members of the Book Buyers’ Bureau. 
Terms, $2.00 for one or $3.00 for three years, Any one 
sendi us five members will receive membership 


free. nd Se. in -—_ for fall information and 
catalogue. neral agents w 
everywhere to eolictt mem rshi 

Address R. H. WOODWARD <& Co., 


Baltimore, Md. 
We refer to Bank of Commerce and thousands of 
members. 


INFANT PRAISES, 


Professors po A and Kirkpatrick’s collection of 

PRIMARY SONGS is being called for extensively. 

Teachers who use the book are opghete in its recom- 

mendation. Sample copy by mail for 25 cents. 
JOHN J HOOD 1018 Arch Street, 

° 9 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Besatifal. siteplo. and Oeptivenng. such 
NEW: the songs in our new book 3 ks of 
pm semcielcing. Justout, ge by oe: 

e co ttees, returnable, for post- 
age, 5c. Fillmore B: Bros.,185 Race St..incinnati,O. 0. 


HAPPY D AY % for 5 a Supday-school, By BY 


Girre. Just ae the ne grandest songs of all in 
this book. Per copy, 35 . Specimen es free. 
8) or, 


























W. T. GIFFE, P yp pre, nn Indiana. 
e Popular Sunday-school Singing Book. 
sold. Single copy, post ry 35 cts. By ex- 
AJAR ress, sa, $2.0 per r doaen: er bundred. 
RUE ABE & Sons. 
is still the 
Aarst choice 
H mn 4 tunescompiied b A. Ogden. Sample cop 
250. 25c, Spec. eager ee. w. ww WHITNEY, Pub., Toledo. Po: 
ished a and a retail oe manateturers and ytd the 
CES WILL isi fou. 
Don’t Don's tail to w te x sy Ree nas 
DPORNISH 


GATES mmense success. Over 40,000 copies already 

arrisburg, Pa. 

CA UN owen constantly increasing. 

ORGAN oath , Oe FREE } 
ioe aa aon NEW 





MUSIC +4. SPRING. 


There are yet some monthe of of cool weather in which 
to prepare/and practice music for the concluding con- 
certs and festivals of the season. 


Xt ts quite time to send for our EASTER MUSIC! 
ory det A girls ana a boxe begin to OF Nar the sweet 


TURE, or 

OnEST J JUBILEE BAN RRY 

COMPANY, or NEW FLOBA'S FESTIVAL, 
po 40 cents, or $8.60 per dozen. 


upils of the a ra ebooe will like DRESS 

EARSA e eee - dozen), NEW: 

LOWER IN (0d ots per dozen), or 
HAY MA AK hs FL or $0.00 per doren). 


pe by Cantatas of moderate aiGonit pa adults are: 
Or san 1,00), RT AND 
ELSA. ad cts.), J H’s ON DAGE wets 00), 
aa AY} cts. S RUTH AND BOAZ (6 cts, 
HESPERUS (35 ny FAT 
MELUSING. (75 = BATTLE © MUN 
(80 cts.) Send for lists, 


For Male Quartets and Choruses. 


SANGE eS ene .38), MALE VOICE GLEE 
pk FU ON’S QUARTETS AND 
CHORUS (@) cts.), EMERSON’S MALE 


VOICE GEMS (81,00). 
Mailed for Retail Price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H. Drtson & Ci 
867 Broadway, New York. 


Gospel Music. 


Glad FHallelujahs is Sweney and 
Kirkpatrick’s latest book. Sub- 
stantial words. Soul-inspiring 
music. 100 new songs. They 
thrill and electrify. They ay 
themselves. 

Songs of Triumph was made 
to live forever. It is a favorite. 
Well-known Evangelists are 
wedded to it. Goodand popular 
pieces fill its pages. 

If you want Gospel Music, 
these are the books to buy. 


Price of each by mail, 35c, By rs pede prepaid), 
$3.60 per doz. ; $30 vad 100, Sample copy, 25c. Induces 
ments to schoo 8, churches, and cvangel Sts. Writeus. 


T. T. Tasker, Sr., PusiisHer, 
921 ArcH Sr., PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


HAVE YOU EXAMINED 











The New Sunday School Beng Book by James 
R. Murray? We claim it is the best book of the kind 
now before t public, and feel that an examination of 


its contents will substantiate this a a among the the 
writers re ey are Dr. Geo 

Sweney, W. F. Sherwin, ‘¢ Winthrop 7S. i 
Ten , James MeGranahan, P. P, Blis 
Gev. H. Simmons, Kev. 0. H. Oliphant, PF 
Cam lio, T. P. Westendor}, and many others. 
The book contains 192 pages ot w ich 160 are devoted 
to the very best yl oa coga SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SONGS, many of thém never having appeared be- 
fore in any a § the remaining 32 pages contain a 
concise but very thorough course of instruction in the 
Elements of Music. Price, bound in boards, 30 cents, 
if sent by mail add 5cts. for postage. 


We will send a single sample copy by mail postpaid 
to any Sunday School Superintendent on 
20 cents. Specimen Paczs Fras, 


PUBLISHED BY 


The JOHN CHURCH CO.,Cincinnati,0. 


And 19 East 16th St.. New Vork Citv. 


ELECT SONGS Toroiccny tev Compiled by Rev. 


F.N. Peloubet,D.D. 
ones oves with use; is highly commended by 
ose who know it. 


has just been adopted b je 
SELECT SONGS chirehes s bnt Rev * 
CUYLE LER, D. D. and REv. A E. KIrrREne®, 5. Db 
for their ‘devotional meetings. 
SELECT SONGS isalso a capital book for use in 


the meetings of the SOCIETY oF 
CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


ome 3250 DYDNS mee 

a SONGS usic for each DYN ...._ 
und in lou $40 per 100 COpies, amen 

Bent uy mail for 50 cents per copy. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 E. Ninth Street, New York. 


81 Randolph Street, Chicago. 























Y.P.S.C.E. 


Songs for the Young People's Meeting, 


A Choice Collection of New and Selected Hymns 
and Tunes for use in Associations of Christian 
Youth, Societies of Endeavor and al) Young Peo- 





le’s Meetings and Conventions. PREPARED BY 
uv.C.,H, Ovrpuant. PRICE, iScts. 


The JOHN CHURCH CO.,Cincinnati,0. 


And 19 East 16th St., New York City. 


Jere OF YJRAISE 


NEW jth: S. MUSIC BOOK BY ASA HULL, 


rr mUnde 1 150 , ee Sixeci, Now Yorks, 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES ie pubieied, weekly 
atthe following rates, which include postage: 





ONE COPY, $2.00 a year. The same price copy 
for any number of copies less than five, @ new 
Sutiortven, half price ($1.00). 

TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year, To new subscribers, price (50 


cents). 


CLUB RATES. 
When the teachers of a school unite In subscribing 
fora number.of copies, they can have the paper at the 
following low rates: 


FIVE TO NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
gubscribers, and half price (75 cehts) for new, The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
leer than five. 


TEN TO NINETEEN COPIES, one year, $1.25 each for 

old subscribers. and half price (63 cents) for new. The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
lers than ten. 
. TWENTY OR MORE COPIES, one year, $1.00 each for 
old subscribers, and half price (50 cents) for new. The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
Jess than twenty. 

lf a school has had a club at one of the higher rates, 
and wishes, upon renewing, to form a larger one ata 
lower rate, it is of course free to do so. 

FOR SMALL SCHOULS. By an equitable plan, the 
smaller schools, which cannot well form large clubs, 
bave the benefit of the very lowest club rate, It pro- 


vides that when the entire force of teachers in any - 


achool is less than twenty, the club rate to such school 
shail be $1.00 each for old subscribers, and half price 
(50 cents) for new, on condition that the order for the 

pers be accompanied by a statement that the num- 

r of copies ordered in the club is not less than the 
full number of teachers in the school. his does not 
mean that every teacher must actually be a subscriber, 
but that the number of copies ordered must not be 
Jess than the full number of teachers, Persons who 
are not teachers may be asked to join the club, in or- 
der to secure the required number. Any number of 
copies in excess of the required number may be sub- 
scribed for at the same time. Jeachers be to the 
same household may be counted as ONE in maki 
@ statement of the number of teachers in a s 
ae" If there are seven teachers in a school, two 
of whom belong to one household, and three to an- 
other, the club subscription need not be for more 
four copies, in order to secure the low rate. 

WHO ARE “ NEW” SUBSCRIBERS? By anew sub- 
ecriber is meant one who has not taken the paper at 
on”, time during the past two years. 

he shifting of a subscription from one member of 
a household to another in order to get the reduction 
offered to new subscribers is not allowable, although 
new additional subscriptions by or for other members 
of the household will be taken at the half rate. 

FREE COPIES TO CLUB ORGANIZERS. Any person 
forming a club of either grade bate pee it is made up 
entirely of old subscribers, or of old and new together, 
or entirely of new subscribers at the half rate) is en- 
titled to an additional copy free, excepting in the case 
of any club for less than ten copies formed on the 
“Small School” plan (given above). When very large 


such 
For 


clubs are formed, the organizer shall be entitled to one 
additional es , for every twenty subscri' for. 

HOW CLUB PAPERS ARE MAILED. The papers for 
aclub will be sent either to the individual addresses of 
} 4 members, or in a kage to one address, accord- 

g to the preference of subscribers. The papers fora 
club should all go to one post-office, although in cases 
where a portion of the teachers of a school get their 
mail matter from one —— and others in the 
same school get theirs from another, the papers will 
be sent scoutreny. 

Different schools are not to unite in the forming of 

lub, but each school should have its own club, at 

yhatever price the number of copies taken entitles it, 
rey he 2 name of the school should be mentioned in 
se order, 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 


paper. 

tlunscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name notonly the post- 
oftice to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state, 

If a club subscription is renewed by some other per- 
8on than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for ¢s the place of the one 
formed last 7 by 

THE HALF-RATE PLAN has been adopted becanse 
of the belief that no more judicious advertising outlay 
could be made than that for securing a fair tria! of the 

A new subscriber is entitled to the half rate 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The 
pers for a club will invariably be discontinued at the 
expiration of the subscription. Renewals should 
therefore be made early. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper, to en- 
able all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be 
Sent free, upon application. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 


London, E, C., will receive yearly or half-yearly sub- 
scriptions for The Sunday School Times (the paper to 





be sent, tpaid, direct from Philad 

veribers} at the following rates <— a 
rom 1 to 4 copies, 10s. each, 
“ Bto9 ; 8a6d. “ 


Tr Re end by dete P ¥a.08 “ 
ure the above rates for five or more cop! h 
pers must be ordered at one time, and they’ will be 
am aoe singly, to the La we addresses, or in a 
© one address, W ever may pref 
by the subscribers, ” 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


1031 Walnut Street, Phi 
P. O. Box 1550. ss m, Padadelphte. 








KouGH, RED, 
CHAPPED 


—— AND~—— 


Scaly Skin 
PREVENTED BY 
Qiticura 
-+ Soap 3- 


RTURING SKIN BLEMISHES, ROUGH, 
cracked, scaly, and reddened skin and hands, 
are speedily overcome by that most exquisite of 
| wwe) autifiers, the CUTICURA MEDICATED TOILET 

AP. 

It stimulates the sebaceous glands to pour out the 
sebum or oily matter designed to lubricate the skin 
and scaip and keep them healthy, and thus pre- 
vents blackheads, pimples, and many forms of 
blemishes not affected by any other soap. 

For prenerving, freshening, and beautifying the 
complexion and skin, and imparting that velvety 
softness and whiteness of the hands so much de- 
sired, it is incomparably superior to all other Skin 
Beautifiers, 

Sold everywhere. Price, 25c. Prepared by the 
Potrer DRUG AND CHEMICAL Co., Boston, Mass, 

4@> Send for ‘‘ How to Beautify the Skin.” 
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VV OMEN sustain this loss every time they wash clothes, clean } 
house, or allow others to do this work for them, with- 
{ out the aid of PYLE’S PEARLINE WASHING COMPOUND; 
an honest, straightforward article, which does better work in less 
time and with less labor than anything else known. 
PEARLINE is economical, but beware of imitations, 
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GOLD MEDAL, FARIS » 1878, 


Breast Cotta. 


Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal, costing less than one cent @ 
cup. It is delicious, nourishing, 
1 strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health. 
Sold by Grocers everywhere. 


W. BAKER & CO, Dorchester, Mass, 


~~ GRATEFUL—COMFORTING. _ 


EPPS'S COCOA 


BREAKFAST. le 
“By a thorough knowledge of natu we whic 
overs the gperations of etn and nutrition, and by a 
careful application of the fine pro of well-selected 
Me Epps has provided our tables witha 


bererage which may save us many 
dostors bills, It is by the ,udicious use of such ar- 
ae Sat heh @ constinasion snag'ss built up 


to 
Hondreds of su ladies are floating around us ready 
fo attack wherever there is a weak point. We may 
many a fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well for- 
tif r Lty pare oon ene properly nourished frame,” 
_ tet Service zette, 

Made simply with boiling water or milk. Sold only 
in half-pound tins, by Grocers, labelled thus: 
JAMES EPPS & CO., 
Homoeopathic Chemists, London, England. 






















LIB GR 
: i INVENT: 
} OF THE AGH 


EVERY FAMILY 
SHOULD HAVE IT 


Pviena prie NKEraUON CA 


STEPHEN FWHITMAN & SO 


TH &MARKET STS. 


% PHILADELPHIA RA. 


GOOD NEWS 
To LADIE 





Greatest Bargains stee,, 


ing Powder and 
pr i enemas 


z REAT AMERICAN TEA0o, 
433 Vesey St.. New York, e 
2 “*“wOOD’'S’’ PURE 

 S FLAVORING EXTRACTS 


4d EXCEL ALL OCTHERS., 
§ THOS. WOOD & 00. BOSTOM, 


A Thoughtful Tourist or Traveler will secure 


Rogers’ Ory Citrate Magnesia, 
An aperient that has been tested forty years. And 
those who use it recommend it. Try it vourself. 
2 Send your old Glasses by mail. 

We'll e exact size from them and send 

a por of our Solid Gold Spectacles or Eye Glasses set 
with “ Diamanta” lenses for $3.00; usual pri 
This method of fitting e: 
money refunded. AN & BRO., Opticians, 
130 South Ninth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















$5.00, 
es never fails. Satisfaction, or - 





EXTRACT OF MALT 


is one of the most nutritious substances 
known to the medical profession, and 
Homeopathic and Allopathic physicians 
alike prescribe it as a food of great merit. 
The manufacturers of 


Magee’s Emulsion 


have made use of this knowledge in the 
substitution of it for soap barks, traga- 
canth, and other non-medical substances, 
used by nearly all other manufacturers of 
emulsions, as a base with which to combine 
the pure Cod-Liver Oil and Compound Syrup 
of Hypophosphites which they use in 


Magee’s Emulsion, 


and hence we have here an article far superior 
in merit to the many so-called emulsions now 
on the market. For the relief of coughs, 
colds, dyspepsia, scrofula, and general debility, 
as is testified by thousands of physicians all 
over the land. 








FOR COUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, ueoN- 
CHITIS, DEBILITY, WASTING DIs- 
EASES, and SCROFULOUS HUMORS. 

To restore energy to the mind and body, to build u 
the nervous system, to form new, rich, and pure blood; 
in fact, to rejuvenate the whole system, 


FLESH, BLOOD, NERVE, BRAIN, 


Nothing can be better adapted than this preparation. 
It will promote refreshing sleep, increase the flesh 
and appetite, make weak and debilitated persons 
STRONG and RBOBUST. 

It is pleasant to take. Be sure, as you value vour 

health, and get the genuine, manufactured only by 
DR. A. B. WILBOR, Chemist, 
854 Washington St., Boston. 
Sold by druggists. Send for descriptive circulars, 


ON 30 DAYS’ TRIAL. 
THIS NEW 


ELASTIC TRUSS 


Has a pad different from all 
others, 1s cup shape, with self- 
adjusting ball in centre, adapts itself 
to all positions of the body, while the 
ball in the cup holds the rupture just 
as a person does with the finger. With light pressure 
the hernia is held securely day and night. It is easy, 
durable, and cheap. Sent by mail. Circulars free. 
EGGLESTON TRUSS CO., Chicago, Ill. 


CROSBY’S 
VITALIZED PHOSPHITES 


Strengthens the intellect, builds up 
worn-out nerves, relieves all weak- 
nesses and nervousness. 


By druggists, or mail, $1. 56 W. 25th St., N.Y. 
AREFUL MOTHERS yr Situs Season: 


look es ially at the 
diet of their children. Ridge’s Food prevents 
all bowel troubles. being entirely neutral in its 


action. It cannot cause acidity or wind. 
n Excellent Medicine—TARRANT’S Effer- 
vescent Seltzer Aperient isthe safest and most 
reliableremedy for Sick Headache, 7 pepsia, Bilious- 
nD: on. 


ness, Liver Complaints and Co ti Recom- 
weented by physlclana 4 sold by drugsteta everywhere. 
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WORTH REPEATING.” 


COMING. 
[By Mrs. Barbara Miller Macandrew.] 


“It may be in the evening, 
When the work of the ms is done, 
And you have time to sit in the twilight 
And watch the sinking sun, 
While the long bright day dies slowly 
Over the sea, 
And the hour grows quiet and holy, 
With thoughts of me; 
While you hear the village children 
Passing along the street, 
Among those thronging footste 
May come the sound of my feet. 
Therefore I tell you: Watch 
By the light of the evening star, 
When the room is growing dusky 
As the clouds afar; 
Let the door be on the latch 
In your home, 
For it may be through the gloaming 
I will come, 





“Tt may be when the midnight 
Is heavy upon the land, 
And the black waves lying dumbly 
Along the sand; 
When the moonless night draws close, 
And the lights are out in the house; 
When the fires burn low and red, 
And the watch is ticking loudly 
Beside the bed: 
Though you sleep, tired out, on your couch, 
Still your heart must wake and watch 
In the dark room, : 
For it may be that at midnight 
I will come. 


“Tt may be at the cock-crow, 
When the night is dying slowly 
In the sky, 
And the sea looks calm and holy, 
Waiting for the dawn 
Of the golden sun - ee 
Which draweth nigh ; 
When the mists are on the valleys, shading 
The rivers chill, 
And my morning-star is fading, fading 
Over the hill: 
Behold I say unto you: Watch; 
Let the door be on the latch 
In your home; 
In the chill before the dawning, 
Between thé night and morning, 
I may come. 


“Tt may be in the morning, 
When the sun is bright and strong, 

And the dew is glittering sharply 
Over the little lawn; 

When the waves are laughing loudly 
Along the shore, 

And the little birds are singing sweetly 
About the door; 

With the long day’s work before you, 
You rise up with the sun, 

And the neighbors come in to talk a little 
Of all that must be done. 

But remember that J may be the next 
To come in at the door, ; 

To call you from all your busy work 
Forevermore : 

As you work your heart must watch, 

For the door is on'the latch 
In your room, . 

And it may be in the morning 
I will come.” 


So He passed down my cottage garden, 
By the path that leads to the sea, 

Till he came to the turn of the little road 
Where the birch and laburnum tree 

Lean over and arch the way ; 

There I saw him a moment stay, 
And turn once more to me, 
As I wept at the cottage door, 

And lift up his hands in blessing— 
Then I saw his face no more. 

And I stood still in the doorway, 
Leaning against the wall, 

Not heeding the fair white roses, 
Though I crushed them and let them fall, 

Only looking down the gully 
And looking toward the sea, 

And wondering, and wondering 
When he would come back for me; 

Till I was aware of an angel 
Who was going swiftly by, 

With the gladness of one who goeth 
In the light of God Most High. 


He passed the end of the cottage 
Toward the garden gate ; 

‘(I suppose he was come down 

At the setting of the sun 

To comfort some one in the village 
Whose dwelling was desolate) 

And he paused before the door 
Beside my place,’ 

And the likeness of a smile 
Was on his face. 

* Weep not,” he said, “ for unto you is given 
To watch for the coming of his feet 

Who is the glory of our blessed heaven; 
The work and watching will be very sweet, 
Ever’ in an earthly home; 

And in such an hour as you think not 
He will come.” 


So I am watching quietly 
Every day. 
Whenever the sun shines brightly, 
I rise and say : 
“Surely it is the shining of his face!” . 
And look unto the gates of his high place 
Beyond the sea; 
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” For I know he is coming shortly 
on me. 
PB fe eons shadow falls across the window 





wieke one appointed task 
h am wor my ’ 
I lift my head to w the te and ask 
If he is come ; 
And the angel answers sweetly 
In my home: 
” ya J few more shadows, 
he will come.” 
WANAMAKER’S, 





Order by mail anything in the store. 


Dress Ropes. YouR ONLY WORRY WILL BE WHAT 
one of the big money’s worth to pick. The matching 
has been done for ~_ Ample plain and ample nov- 
elty for @ liberal dress. 

Serge alma 
es 


for the plain; oombinten gett a of cut and uncut plush 
with poy rh stripes. Colors anywhere from quiet to gay. 
$5.50 


PRICES AND orvia, As BEATING A TATTOO IN THE 
cotton goods camp, ong ¥ oes of new pieces lean 
against each other like stacks 

Ginghams, po and parva * 

Sateens, 80 Lea A 16 to ito Se, 

Cheviots of leathe utn 10 

Chintzes, novel an be bs ag 

Crazies, cutely crinkled, 1 + 

Anda hostmore clamoring for admigsion or bustling 
into counter place, 

Two ITEMS FROM FURNITURE: HEAVY, WRLI- 
made, well-braced Oak and Walnut Dining’ Chairs, 
with leather seats, at $2.75 each. A fair sample of the 
kind of work and material any Chair-money goes 


into here, 
A Bed- “Roo om Suite of eight pieces for $25, Not » 
» the sige, everything 


stingy thing about it, The wor: 
on a generous scale. 

THE MARCH OF EASTER FANCIES AND FAVORS IS 
triumphant, An avalanche of Easter Cards litho- 
graphed and band- . we , 3 to 22. Bitso enmy 
satin or bolting clot hand-painted 1 little or much, a: 

ou choose, exquisite always 12. Illust; rated 

lete_mwonotinis, colo) re—iittiey gimea ies 
— 12c to $1. Hand-pain 

light is on Books, al Prayer 

Donen and ymnals cubinea. ‘oars ition with 

the late additions, 32mo; French morocco 75c, round 


corners 85c. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Philadelphia, 


Batiste 








THE FAMOUS CUSTOM-MADE 


PLYMOUTH ROCK $9 PANTS): 


Full Suits and Overcoats 
at proportionate prices. 
We neeesty believe that 
never ave we been 
pong too Ah rr agp oe 
and stylish a line 
of co good end GOODS as 
now. Our line of Cheviot 










DO YOU WEAR 








Suit ab- 
polutely aii atl Sool, par- 
ticularly pomarkeee. 


cu 
Our smooth-faced 
also are very carefully ad 
lected to suit our trade, 
whose wants we know now 
rom long experience. For 
cents we mail you 20 sam- 
yee of these cloths, ostungaaarians blanks 80 accu- 
4 that we guarantee a fit. Also, Li fay mention 
this paper, oo send you a good 48- 


inch linen ta 
measure. Or, if sur 


wd must save time, send us your 
waist, inside hip, and kmee measures, = 

ether with $3, and: to prepay express or 

e guarantee safe delivery. rany cause a cus- 
tomer of ours may return hi goodsandse ive back his 
money or a new garment, a guarantee of which state- 
ment may be obtained by writ ing to the American Ex- 
re Co. (capital, $20,000,000) a' ate — n 

uying goods by mail, it is a good 
send money only to concerns that are LD] 
known throughent the country, and ores 
the countless imitators thats ma up fo 
day to compete with old 4 regular establis mente. 

PLYMOUTH ROCK PANTS CO 
18 Summer Street, Boston, = Mees, 


LADIES’ 
BOOTS, 

ONLY $2.00.’ 

Retail everywhere for $3.00. 


Sizes 24 to 7, D and EB widths. 
We send these boots, in 
either kid or 








PRICE-LIST, 
ee this 


CONSUMERS’ BOOT & SHUE C0., m22x2*0%,. 

m GeCop SENSE” 
CORDED CORSET WAISTS 

Leading Retail Stores. Ask for them. 


GU) seit SHIRT sas 
costae ves. unlaundried, or ZBe.leundried 


ogue THE DEN SHIRT F ACTORY, 
147—149 North Sth 8t., Philadelphia, Pa. 





@re sold at all 




















Three Wonderful Sewing 


Machines, 





THE NEW SINGER AUTOMATIC (S 


“it runs with a breath.” 


ingle Thread). 


2 THE NEW SINGER VIBRATOR 


More Modern, lighter running, and simp! 


er than any other. 


THE NEW SINGER OSCILLATOR. 


Scientifically and mechanioally perfect. 


Offices Everywhere. 


Perfection Guaranteed. 


The Singer Manufacturing Co. 








== (MAKERS OF 3 MILLION MACHINES.) 


New York. 





THE VERY vet 
Church Light. 
OIL GAS or ELECTRIC. 


aa washingto 
Boston, Mass, 
14 South Broad St.. Philadelph' 





Lgennt an ay} LAMPS A AND CHANDELIERS 
RATED BURNERS. 
satisin Guaranteed, or nogale. Es* 
timate ety! of cost and descriptive Cala 
logue seratne on application, 


A. J. W. ENER, 
No. 36 South 2a St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
SHAW, APPLIN, & CO., 
Manufacturers of | PULPIT T SUITS, 
ager 





UDBURY 
Send for co 





“A MODEL SUPERINTENDENT.” 


A sketch of the life and work of Henry P. Haven, of the International Lesson Committee, by 


H, CLay TRUMBULL, Editor of The Sunday School Times, Price, bound in cloth, with 
ys steel portrait, $1.00, 


pastor, superintendent, or teacher, can t hanily get for himself a more helpful book than 


ps Mchel Supe 





‘oston, 

60 thoroughly introduces a novice to the methods | «mp, { Sabbath-schoo! 1!- 
— wok that fave k been introduced by that sanctified The book ought to be in every 
common sense with which Mr, Haven was liberally bones, walle, SS asses one rd C.—- be raat by Neouid 
endow inwardly d waigoet it, the ot e ~ yd id not 
From The New York Observer. pecially bappy and favorable to all g Q00.” 

“He was indeed @ model su rintendent, nd th From The Baptist Teacher, 

book tells how he became such ; ri oo exhibits his m on & f activi nd ri 
ods,and gives, besides, the precise forms and Waeseiens r. Lm an te A hy man 0} ty a wepted in hia 
whioh he us 1. | Hilited s0 amigas and intelligently, and | many relations, but he ip especiall atin. 
a me will b re ge nner Ee he of va ee an iring workers, 
volume will be widely useful,” na all Christian men.” 
From The Hartford Courant. 


“The volume is carefully written in § excettent, forcl 


ntendent,” It shows just what a wise s 
The following notices show in what 


From The Inter-Ocean, Chicago. 
“A most valuable book, It is replete in just such 
yee as the Sunday-school worker needs, It is 
n, practical, and abounds in good common sen: 
H most Praluablé acquisition in teaching the young.” 
From The Examiner and Chronicle, New York. 
we oan hardly know of a volume which so pleasantly 


the book is h 
From The New York 


affording a valuable guide to 
an example of rare 
applied to the cause o! 


From The Congregationalist, B 


Tribune, 
* His methods of working, which were ori 
ive, are minutely described b 


rintendent did, and just how he did it 
eld d by those who have reviewed it, 


nal and 
y Mr. 
the teacher, as well as 


sense and devoted energy 
religious instruction. 


From Our Bible Teacher, wenn meget ed 


ple = lish, and with a directness ngages and “Itis not a speculative Giogutettion on what a 8u 
@ attention to the narrative Poms bagiintn day-school su superi Intendent ough 

9 . The story is one that will be of great serv be, - A, t an 

and is is likely from its ce to agoure t is written e a co 


de perusal it d 


From The Westminster Teacher (Presbyterian). 

realipe by tbemipentntendent 
~ Avdidactic statem 

ou ght to be is well but ‘the exhibition o: 


perintendent in his life 
ntenden ll be 


ents wi 
mend it to all of our 
studying.” 


rves.” 


is rich in every page with 
perintendents and teachera,” 


me ateias it the 
Seely 


‘Saget i warm sie, and 


volume better wort From The Evening Transeript, Boston. 
dents of our Sabbath Sieecte. “The volume might with propriety Anh 
t of what a superintendent | hand-book by all Suriday-schoo Ubachers a ses 
es x4 the on su- aoe. In fact, a is no F * ‘ pe 
Fr ers Q su- | in life,or any community, who cou on 
she by this ik. Wecom- 


ers a8 One worth owning and 





for his guidance, and ground for hig pe 
the labors and successes of this mos 
tive toiler in an excellent and wi 


ee 


y pam 


Mailed on receipt of $1.00. Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 















who write oe 


IVISON, oearsgeponit 


They are simply perfection for those persons 


maples les pent for trial, en- 
BOX, postpaid 
receipt of TEN CENTS. “Aah dee P 


NEW. YORE. 


& CO., 




















LAWN FERTILIZERS: 






E.S. £6. FITOH, Bay City. Mich 





a FUNNIEST BOOK YET! Neari BOOK YKT! Nearly NTHA SOLD! NEW Edition ONLY $1.75, | 
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Ble BiG TERMS! 
guntivie? conatble. 
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ALL ‘VARIETIES. 
FINE EVER-BLOOMING 


CLIMBING AND MOSS LoWen set 


NE 
pak ROVE Se AN LiL Lope ea 
pm a be wo peer AM at 
ABLEG. Br oe ik gage fe es 
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eg ST Vari UL BS. mest 
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SIZES Pa, PRICES 


sell th 
Why a 
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a Washer on two wee 1, 0 
returned at wf fo rene nse a not 
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n making ea) 
or satan Repsesks 





LA, WANT ACTIVE, ENERGETIC MEN 
Ate en all over the oqgnter to to 
I8SOURI STEAM 


*Teobuse $2! act uments 


salos are made site vaiftenitr. mpeg ship 


n | 
a ilefoes ry. 


pin 
Don’t fai 


towrite for 
upline e of argu- 
Wo 9 sole 





home, or from Aouse to 


anythu 
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8, 8 
y sired, 
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boat 
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JAMES McCREERY & CO., 
Importers and Dealers in Fine Dry Goods, 


Broadway, cor. Eleventh St., New York. 


Out of Fae 
Paper? sev, 


Devonshire 8t., Boston. 
Mail rates 16c. perlb. | *Tobrig | Bosro 
Express often cheaper. 
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and Bowne Hi 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits as f hy A BLUE — been fully tested 
indorsed usands of house mecpess, Your 


Ds rete vet on os, 20'St, F wort | 


iN 
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ng new varie 


atalogue Free, 
PARRY, N. de. 





‘fr & Dealer in Phove. Apparat 


with Leg om Golan, Seda appearing at the geri : 


RabhS or orders in ere in nine out de ae bo a 


uiteble for either 86x; no ex 
“New 
Sample Photos, 10 cents. FRA 


paratus, £83, 


START | MEN 


of email mva 
It ower axe other b Dutsingee tu ntoras cr hope Foasgre: 
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nove) sarpr 


mes A god mt eat 


rience re- 
lhe: PU rENAM 





Bamee echt en, a childrens: lithem, 
stamps, W. Hasselbac. 


Save Your Tidies. 36 to $10 


aday at home pont the Nickel Tidy 
Holder, Every fami 


buysthem, La- 
ample rices by mail, 
h, box 851 ,Sandusky,Q. 








AGENT 





FOWLS cision tnd bron 


Stamp for circular. J LHannIs 


toda and Home bred, Best In- 


Pilate.” 
lish Mastiff Do 


AGENT wanted to take subscriptions for THE 
AGENT ILLUSTRATED CHRISTIAN WEEKLY, With 
4en5 T its great Premium picture, “‘ Christ Before 
Send for special offer to Sunday- 
AGENT schools, free, 9 Chambers St., Ni Y. City. 





. Cinnaminson,N.J. 








TATEN EL ARD waney Broing Hotel. 
§ lishment, 
O 


Bak 


hn Bt., N. ¥.; 47. N. sth St, Bt Phila: “SN. Char leo st, 
n 2.5 
dyed without Bend 


ana ripping, 
for meee and price-list. Mention this paper. 


ws, & Co,, 5 


IBERAL SALARY oie ear scons once 


lan. Ex id to Philade Iphia Yor) 

n. nses pa elphia for pre 
Fation, Sand at ence for partiqniara, ONC. 
WINSTON & CO., 1000 Arch Street, Philadelphia Pa. 


pew 











TOOL 


Send 25 cents for Ulustr 


PALMER, | CUNNINGHAM, & C0., 


PHILADEREMIA, PA. 
‘ated Catalogue. 


vate from CEDAR 


607 Ma rket. St.. eTebor ‘College uses Cedarine, 





TR 
KS, President of Tabor Caine 


CEDARINE FURNITURE POLISH 


+ e Rey, WM. 
penny’ Ta., says 


an finds it thoro } 
isfactory.” For sale by Surpivuye eretty or ugh 
stamps. CEDABINE 


Clinton, N.Y, 


Pews, Settees, Geaine, Sunday-school 

eu and oe Lode. es XTER C. RWAN. Pul- 

+ oak rat og Raia Ss. aad 
St., Philadelphia, de he Ss. A. 


CHURCH 
WORK 








HURCH 
USHIONS. ie 
ERS OF CHURCH DAMA 
H. D. orn MOOR & SON, 35 Broadway, N. Y. City, 





Sunday-school Banners, $1.50 to $10. 
Silk or (Ra te ae po Hvow Bonnet rn St ands BS ed 
Sa No sd St. Philadelphia, Teg ee 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Belis of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches. 
Ronee Fire ine i etc, FULL 
RANTED. Catal ogue sent Free. 


“VANDUZEN & Lath: Cincinnati, O, 




















A larger portion than ever before of the 
readers of The Sunday School Times wish 
to preserve their papers and have them in 
convenient form for reference, The new 
styles of Binders which are now ready are 
better and cheaper than any hitherto 
obtainable. The papers can be placed in 
the binder week by week. The selgai is 
‘not cramped at the back as when the old 
style of binder is used, but opens wide and 
easy like a flexible-sewed book, 

ith the expectation that, in many 

cases, club subscribers will be glad to 

order the Binder through the one who 

forms the club, the price has been made 

very low when two or more of them are 
ordered, 

THE STYLEs. 
Full cloth, stiff sides, stamped. 
tne oP one, 75 cents, and, if mailed, 15 cents 


Two or wate, O cqmte cach, If mailed, 15 
cents each additional. 
An 


Cloth and faller’s s board, flexible. 
excellent Binder, although very plain. 
Single one, 50 cents, and 10 cents additional 
for mailing. 


Two or more,'40 cents each, and, if mailed, 
10 cents each additional. P 


The flexible Binder makes a handier 
volume for the reader, while the stiff 
Binder may be somewhat better for the 
permanent preservation of the papers. 

Address John D. Wattles, 1031 Walnut | 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. { 








SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
OF MANTEIA. 


THIS IS A 
CUT OF TH 
MANTELIS 
UP IN CHICAGO 


FOR $40, 


TIL, 

FRAME GRAT 
FIREPLACE 
MPLETE. 


w ITH TILES, 
RAME, AND 
GRATE, I 
phy 2 On CARS 


ae 59 
Sein STORE 


Chas, L, Page, 


337 and 339 
WABASH AVENUE 
CHICAGO. 


LOW’S ART TILES 


FIBEPL 
W. HL BaRnieOn o "ano. 1435 - So ty Su, Phila, | 
tend for lustrasved catalogue, Menuon u tabs pape. 


JOSEPH GILLOTTS | 
STEEL PENS 


GOLD MEDAL PARIS EXPOSITION 178. 
Nos, 303-404-—170-604. 


THE MOST PERFECT OF PENS._ 


yen! Red Soe 9 in the United States.—Paper by the 
direct from milis to the co: 
Baimple sects of paper and envelopes, with prices 
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TOO EASY. 
euro ae treet prevents disease. Johnnie, 
s the best medicine for dirt? 
Bapolio! Give 


bape = (indignantly)—Humph ! 
me a hard one. 

‘*A disease known is half cured.” If 
your house is dirty buy a cake of 


SAPOLIO. 


It is a solid cake of Scouring Soap used 
for all cleaning purposes except the laun- 





dry. No. 6. [Copyright, March, 1887.] 
John & James Dobson, 
809, 811, & 813 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia. 


FALLS OF SCHUYLKILL CARPET MILLS 


CARPETS. 


New styles for the Spring Season, of all grades, 
now ready for examination. 

In making this announcement we would call 
the special attention of all lovers of art, to our 


which, for elegance in design, fabric, and dura- 
bility, has become so popular. 

THE COST.—Having greater facilities for 
the manufacture of this Carpet, we are now 


prepared to offer it in rugs of all sizes, at a less’ 


cost than the Smyrna. 

The wearing qualities in favor of CHLIDEMA 
cannot be questioned, 

Carpets to suit all rooms can be furnished, 


BARGAIN DEPARTMENT. 

In this department a rare opportunity is 
offered : 

Wiltons, . $1.75 and $1.50, former price, $2. 25 
Axminsters, . . . $1.25, former price, 1.75 
Best Velvet, . - $1.05, former price, 
Second Grade Velvet, .95, former price, 
Best Body Brussels, $1.10, former price, 
Second Grade Body Brussels, 

-90, former price, 
Best Tapestry Brussels, .65, former price, 
Second Grade Tapestry Brussels, 

.524, former price, 

Extra-Super Ingrain (all wool), 

.60, former price, 
Extra-Super Ingrain (cotton chain), 

-50, former price, .65 

We have bargains :— Because we manufacture 
our own goods, Our stores and factories are one 
concern. If we were compelled to go into the 
market to buy, we could not afford to sell at 
the prices named. 

We have bargains :—Because, being manu- 
facturers, we must meet the wants of the entire 
country. The result is an accumulation of pat- 
terns, impossible for an ordinary retail store to 
carry, which gives to the purchaser the advan- 
tage of an immense wholesale business, 

The rush continues, but we are still able to fill 
orders in quantities to supply the needs of all. 

JOHN & JAMES DOBSON, 
809, 811, and 813 Chestnut Street. 


65 


75 








ASK FOR 
PROCTER & GAMBLE’S VEGETABLE GLYCERINE. 





THE CEREALINE COOK BOOK, 
containing more than two hundred recipes, will! besent 
to any one who will mention where this advertisement 
was seen, and enclose a two-cent stamp for to 
The Cerealine Mfg. Co., Columbus, Ind. 


STUART'S SPOOL COTTON 


t and cheapest. Warranted 200 yards. 
Beld b oy Sil Leading Dry Geods and Notion Jobbers 











CAPITAL, $750,000. 





SURPLUS, $349,307. 





AVINGCS®aa 


J.B, WATKINS LAND MORTGAGE CO. 





17 Years’ Experience. $10,363,800 Loaned. $6,450,681 of Interest 
_ and Principal returned to Investors. No delay. Not a dollar lost. 





To encourage savings, the obligations of thie Qunpune ave ninan in smeunte et $5 and upwards, with 
coupons attached, These 


5% interest 
Estate i 
bonds certified by, THE FARM 


8 
"LOAN AND-TROST CO., of New York. 


es any time, be exchanged for 6 % First Mortgage Real 
in amounts of securi! 


300 and apw ities deposited with, and 


This is a great opportunity for persous of small means. 


DEBENTURE BONDS 


FOR SALE atour NEW YORK 


a p ACCRUED INTEREST. 


J. B. WATKINS L L. rs eos. Lauenicn, ach, acene, 
Or HENRY DICKINSON, New York Manager, 243 Broadway. 





Yo FIRST MORTGAGES IN KANSAS. 


During the next ninety days ve shall Laeve our customers 8 
e have on pty First 


for investments we have for sale. W 


First Mortgage Loans mostly upon 160 a 


have ae other Mortgages in amounts of $1,00 000 to $2 
How much money can you furnish us for 


The 
that is safe be 


per oer onany money they may send us 
rigages andapplications for Twomey on 

nt Moris ranging from $2650 to . We 
900, at 7 per cent, which we offer. 
ese loans? They are A i security. 


© stringency in the money market enables us to cut down amounts cifedged | for in each case to anamount 


Investor’s Guide. Remit, with advice, to 


ond a doubt. Now is the time to age iS bend tine. Af ‘nn ei i 
oO ruly, 


rice “2. Write for our New 


Investment Bankers and Loan Pieced TOreRma, KANSAS. 





Concert Exercises. 


The following scriptural Concert Exercises, 
having first appeared in The Sunday School 
Times, have been printed in pamphlet form, 
for the convenience of schools which may de- 
sire to use them: 


THE PROMISE OF THE RESURRECTION. 
THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION. 
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE, 
“AN EASTER SERVICE.” 

VICTORY OVER DEATH. 

THE RESURRECTION. 

A PATRIOTIC SERVICE, 

THE BEATITUDES, 

CONSECRATION. 

THE CREATION, 

TEMPERANCE, 

GOD’S GIFTS, 

PRAISE GOD, 

PRAYER. 

FAITH, 

TRUST. 

Price of each, $2.00 per 100 copies. Less than 
100 copies at same rate. No extra charge for 
postage. One sample copy, 5 cents; five or 
more copies, 2 cents each, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 

















SCHOOL NEW OR WORN 


af. eye one, Fann lc. stamp 
nk for mak: 


Sist, or send hint, gt 
~ BOOKS: ~ 4 and condition, & ad w fo aia 


~ WANTED Ses = 





THE ILLUSTRATOR. Shi ficreotine, practical. 


torials, exposito cana mary teachings, what 
can I dot comtral thought’ 6 golden text a _ oe 


eet eet for a year. Ty Sencow, Winetipole Mins. 


A bright, moral, and instruc- 
YO UT H tive illustrated monthly. 
Only Fifty Cents a Year. 
YOUTH PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
34 Park Row, New York, N. ¥. 
Art Catal a ibi 
Mibe set of pictures called CMMIST EN ARTS 
and a list of 10, — photographs s ees of art and 
orem oe pugas w cubisnten @ St., B 











IVIDENDS NOW BEING PAID, OR ANY 
funds available, can be made to earn a 
good rate of interest promptly on abso- 

lutely safe securities by immediate corres- 
pondence with us. We have loaned millions 
for insurance companies, savings banks, trust 
companies, guardians, trustees, etc., and have 
never lost one dollar of principal or interest, 
We are the oldest investment company in 
Topeka, Kansas, 
THE KANSAS LOAN AND TRUST CO., 
Torreka, Kansas, * 


T. B. SwEET, Pres, Gro. M. NoBLg, Vice-Pres, 
Philadelphia Office: Boston Office: 
713 Walnut St. 46 Congress St, 
‘Wx. B. Woop, Gro. M, STEaRNs, 
Manager. Manager. 


Write to us or call upon us, no matter what 
sum you have to invest, large or small, 





H. E. Batu, Prest. GEo. C. MORRELL, Vice Prest. 
OUR DEBENTURE 
SAFE OND BEAR HIGHER oe 


THAN GOVERNM 
We have —= in ee ey CEL a the needs ot 


KANSAS. \SINVESTMENT co., 


An nme biitation. “Write for it sent free on ap- 


Oza gener Gro. C. MORRELL, 
101 Devonshire Si oe 
BASE tbe. Boston, 


SIRE Le 


$10 inside, and bm for corner lots. 
grove or 





ee oar vate 
land. Pure water : 
oe nn a map of Florida, 
enclose stamp) 


ak o peaten. 
ith all mew towns and railroads 
Lanp Co., P. ap 


ANKING in all Branches. Bonds and 
other 4 to 8 per cent. Investments. 


SAKEANEGsBANK 


YCHICAGO succsrs PRESTONKEANEG 


New York Office: 2. Wall Street. 


Manhattan L Life Insurance Co., New York. 


LIVED AND WON. 
For a — j ie Seaton address the Company, 
giving your age. 


PHILADELPHIA MORTGAGE AND TRUST CO. 
Capital $5008, 000 «run Paia. 399 Chestnat 


OFFERS SAFE INVESTMENT SECURITIES. 


THE CIRARD 
Life Insurance, Annuity and Trust Co., 


2020 CHESTNUT S®T., PHIEADELPHEA, 
and escape cold. 


0 TO FLORIDA For cheap rates, 


free guide-books, maps, or truth about land, 
write @ M. CROSBY, 99 Franklin St., N. Y. 























co., 
Mention The Sunday School Times. 


HE RURAL NEW-YORKER is the leading 

farm, garden, ong home we in we 

Pro his examining a specimen copy ‘our 

oe A cartoons also will be sent free to all appli- 
cants. 3 Park Row, New York. 


s@- Lovely Sunday School Cards! 

25 small size, lic,, or 100 vd = 25 ad nice ones, 

25c., or 100 for 75c.. All 
HOLLEY CA 











lee 4 nod Conn. 


TC eeaee WELRY, 
Witice Scitvenware, 








Wheleaaick 














DO YOU WANT A 


Gold Watch?P 


Then buy a good one—Neavy Case, handsomely finished, 
Fine Keystone Oust-proof, full ruby jeweled movement, 
Stem wind and set. Equal in every essential to Watches 
that are sold at $75 to $90. Payable only 


rice $38.00 {GE 72 


If you think of as 5 Sees ee like to be- 
come our Agent, write for full particulars. 





AMERICAN FIRE . 
INSURANCE Co. 





Office in Coaipéay’s Building, 


308 and 310 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 


CASH CAPITAL 
rve for Lo namin ant, 
all other claima................... 90,378.83 
Surplus over all Einbilidies. itt 


TOTAL ASSETS, rs, DEC. 31, 1887, 
$2,2401,956G.11. 
THOS, H. MONTGOMERY , AHIR. Sectetn 
ene 


prascTone: 
Fhoe eo teomery, Alexander Biddle, 





eae. 





Charles P. Pe 
Ronee Hutchinson, Samuel W Tey 
Charles 8. Whelen. 
FIVE YEAR oO 
$50 FIRST 8% 
Mortgage 
Real Estate Coupon Bonds. 
8* INTEREST PER ANNUM. 
Interest Payable Semi-annually. 





We only handle bonds that are well 
secured; and guarantee the prompt 
payment of both principal and interest 
when due. 


J. H. Bauerlein & Co., 


522 Wyandotte Street, — 
HRansas City, Mo. 


McINTOSH & MYGATT, 
Dp ENVER-BANKERS-co.orapo, 


Deo a Gencral Banking Business. 
Interest paid on Time Deposits, 


In our Investment Department we have First 
Mortgage Loans: that are heen safe, and pay 





) EIGHT PER CENT. tnterestsemt: 


ually. 
real estate taken as security is personally examined 
by us before making loan. Investment Rec ep for 
non-residents a specialty. Particular wafers vo 
to the investment of Trust Funds. Wecoll 
and principal, and remit to our customers in iow York 
anes. without ao. Correspondence invited. 
fer SHA NATIO 
York, or FIRST NATIONAL BANK, Denver, Co 


INVEST YOUR MONEY, 


e receive amounts ranging from $500.00 to $10, on0.oe 
toma lavest in St. Paul real estate—either in hes mort 
ages paying 7% or 8%, or we will invest the money 
n good property, dividing the net profits equally. 
Have Invested eg and small amounts in this man- 
ner for parties in Philadelphia, and it has paid them 
handsomely. 
These parties we can giveasreference. Correspod- 
dence solicited. 


BACON & COLEMAN, 
313 Jackson a St. Paul., Minn. 


ANA -CIKLAN 


Ru Cae LAN, 
‘Bald ue Capital, - 








"Estab. 1876 KANSAS CITY, MO. , ee 
$1,000,000.00 


0,009.0 
OFFERS GUARANTEED REAL ESTA TE MORT- 
GAGES DRAWING 6% INTEREST. 
SAMUEL M. JARVIS, Prest. BOLAND R. CONKLIN, Secy. 
rm Office, 239 Broadway, New York. 


FORT PAYNE, ALABAMA, 
Ceunty Seat of De Kalb County, 

A ‘new manufacturing town 50 miles southwest of 
Chattanooga, Tenn.,on the A. . R. R.,950 feet above 
sea level. Good fruit and farming section. Large 
coal & iron deposits now being developed. 
Pure water, cool summers, and mild Tintern, Parties 
seeking locations in he South will find this the best of 
all. Large inducements to new industries, —s.. 
dencesolicited. Fort Payne Land & Improvement Co. 
4 to 7 per cents 


BONDS. : ying et Bond List. 


N. W. HARRIS & CO., Bankers, 


115-117 Monroe St., / 56 Devonshire St., 
CHICAGO. BOSTON. 








Cr po QUMAX AND 





HE American Investment Co., 150 Nassau 
St., New York, offer extraordinary inducements 
in Investment Securities, all guaranteed. 
Assets, October 1, 1887, $1,883,909.72. Send for 
information and references. 





VARA FARM BONDS of the 
G KA TRUST AND BANKING CO., of 
Atchison, ‘kanes Senator John J. Ingalls, President. 
Send for information to R. M. MaNLey, Manager 
Eastern Office, 187 Broadway, New York. 








sual os ries The Keystone Watch Club Co. Dn crderins poem, © te making taguiry concarmeng 
The “Perfect” Necktie Retainer. logue, onal “at oe eu fications 926 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, a = a ihe a, the pe arlien, ay on 
ACME ROVELTY COn Olt arch St, Philadelphia, 20 N, 9th Bty Ruvgrence—Any Commercial Agency. saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 








‘be bunday Schoo) Times intends admis guly dye tenn er wil 


Feiuna bo 


trustworthy. Should, however, an advertisement of @ party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 
ko ahbscribers any money that they lose thereby, nxt 





